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War on terrorism

‘Akbar court-martial: A sergeant’s ad-
mission that he rolled grenades into the
tents of sleeping soldiers in Kuwait last
year will be admissible when he goes on
trial in the attack, a judge at Fort Bragg,
N.C,, ruled Thursday.

The ruling came at a pretrial hearing for
Sgt. Hasan Akbar, 33, of the 101st Airborne
Division. A statement he made immediately
after the attack was admitted as evidence
but some later statements were disallowed
by the military judge, Col. Stephen Henley.

Henley also granted Akbar’s lawyers a
delay in his trial until April 5 so they could
gather more documentation for an insanity
defense. The court-martial had been set for

Moussaoui trial Jordanian man who
claims he was Osama bin Laden’s body-
guard was questioned by U.S. officials who
are considering having him testify at the Vir-

ginia trial of terror sus-

ay.

Shadi Abdellah, 28,
sentenced last Novem-
ber to four years in pris-
on for helping plan ter-
ror attacks in Germa-
ny, was granted early
release last month after
serving more than half
the time, including in
" pretrial custody.

Abdellah is now in
the country’s witness
protection program, but Germany allowed
U.S. prosecutors to talk with him for three
days this week as they consider whether to
use him as a witness in the Moussaoui trial.

U.S. soldier killed: An American soldier
was fatally injured when a Humvee vehicle
rolled over in Kabul, Afghanistan, while an-
other was slightly hurt by a bomb, the mili-
tary said Thursday.

The Humvee accldenlally overturned dur-
ing a routine security patrol Wednesday
evening in Paktika province, a military state-
ment said.

The second soldier, hurt when a home-
made bomb hit a U.S. convoy patrolling near
Asadabad in eastern Kunar province, was
treated and returned to duty, the military
said.

Moussao

Hassan kidnapping: A mutilated body
found in Iraq is not that of kidnapped aid
worker Margaret Hassan, the British govern-
ment said Wednesday. But the Foreign Of-
fice said it continued to believe Hassan had
been murdered, although the evidence was
not conclusive.

The Foreign Office said dental tests con-
ducted in the United States showed the body
of a woman of Western appearance, found in
Fallujah last month by U.S. Marines, was not
Hassan.

The Iraq director of the aid group CARE
International, Hassan, 59, was abducted on
her way to work in Baghdad on Oct. 19. On
Nov. 16, the Arab satellite station Al-Jazeera
said it had received a video showing the exe-
cution of a female hostage identified as Has-
san.

World

Haiti violence: U.N. peacekeeping forces
circled Haiti’s capital Thursday, hours after
at least 11 people were killed and scores
wounded in violence that marred Secretary
of State Colin Powell’s visit with Haitian
leaders aimed at stopping the country’s

Peacekeepers stood guard around the na-

Letters

tior y, where inmates rioted

Opinion

gs
Weather

y night, leaving seven dead. Pris-
oners armed with knives and rocks tried to
break free as gunmen outside opened fire,
said national prison director Fritzner Pierre.

Pierre said the violence was in reaction to
leaked 1 ion that prison authorities

Your Money ..

Congo unrest: Congolese soldiers guard a government official’s house Thursday in Goma,
Democratic Republic of Congo. U.N. air and ground patrols have photographed freshly made
‘encampments ami umdemmed wel eqmpped troops in east Congo, U.N. officials said

that

Thursday, still

threat to send troops into its larger, weaker neighbor. U.N. officials say they have yet to
conclusively determine any Rwandan troop presence in Congo — a finding that would

a Rwanda violation of central African peace accords and leave the international
ccommunity with the difficult decision of how to react.

confil

planned to transfer some inmates.

U.S. woman’s Peru_ conviction: The
Inter-American Court of Human Rights has
upheld the conviction of an American
woman imprisoned in Peru for terrorist col-
laboration with Marxist guerrillas, Presi-
dent Alejandro Toledo confirmed Thursday.

When asked to comment on news reports
of the ruling about Lori Berenson, Toledo
told Radioprogramas radio that the court
members “have ratified the sentence and I
once again salute the court members.”

The court, which is affiliated with the Or-
ganization of American States, last week de-
bated Berenson’s appeal and 20-year sen-
tence.

Indonesia terror trial: The bombing last
year of the J.W. Marriott hotel in Indonesia’s
capital was inspired by Osama bin Laden, a
militant who was convicted in the attack said
Thursday.

“I met with Osama bin Laden frequently
in Afghanistan and heard him speak about
waging war against America and its allies,”
Mohammad Rais said in testimony in the
trial of alleged terrorist leader Abu Bakar
Bashir. “We saw the Marriott attack as a
message from Osama bin Laden,” he said.

Bashir, an Islamic cleric, has been
charged with heading al-Qaida’s alleged affil-
ate in Southeast Asia, Jemaah Islamiyah,
and with inciting followers to take part in the
2002 Bali bombings that killed 202 people,
and the Marriott attack that killed 12.

Nation

rrest: A man who won a
record $315 million in the Powerball lottery
was taken to jail on charges of drunken driv-
ing and carrying a pistol, authorities said.

Jack Whittaker, 57, was arrested Tuesday
night after his Hummer struck a concrete
median on the West Virginia Turnpike near
Beckley.

Troopers also said they found a small pis-
tol in Whittaker’s boot and he was carrying
$117,000. He was released after he was ar-
raigned and posted $1,700 bail. Besides the
DUI and weapons charges, he was charged
with failure to maintain control of his vehi-
cle and failure to submit to a breath test.

Right-to-die case: Florida Governor Jeb

Rwanda is making good on its

Bush went to the U.S. Supreme Court on
Wednesday in a bid to keep a severely
brain-damaged woman alive over her hus-
band’s objections.

At issue is whether Bush overstepped his
authority when he pushed through the Legis-
lature a law in 2003 that allowed him to
have Terri Schiavo’s feeding tube reinsert-
ed. Six days earlier, her husband had the
tube removed with a judge’s approval.

Election indictment: President Bush’s
former New England campaign chairman
says he will ﬁght a federal indictment in the
jamming of get-out-the-vote phone lines
Election Day 2002 in New Hampshire.

“I am saddened to learn mat this action
has been taken against me,” James Tobin
said Wednesday in a statement. “I have
great respect for the justice system and plan
to fight back to clear my name.”

ew Hampshire Democrats, who have
filed a lawsuit over the jamming, had ac-
cused Tobin in October of involvement in
the jamming. Tobin, 44, stepped down Oct.
15, but denied involvement at the time.

Los Alamos management: Stung by secu-
rity lapses at the Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory, the government will consider busi-
ness and management ability as much as sci-
entific expertise when selecting a new man-
ager for the facility.

lamos has been managed by the Uni-
versity of California since the lab’s creation
as a top-secret World War II project to devel-
op the atomic bomb. But problems, includ-
ing missing computer drives and sloppy fis-
cal procedures, led the department for the
first time to call for an open bidding process
last year.

Robert Blake trial: A jury of seven men
and five women was selected Wednesday to
decide whether actor Robert Blake mur-
dered his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley.

The panel was selected and sworn in after
a prosecutor and defense attorney used nu-
merous challenges to remove potential ju-
rors from the jury box. They did not have to
state a reason for the peremptory challeng-
es. Six alternate jurors, three women and
three men, also were chosen.

The panel was ordered to return Monday
morning for opening
Stories and photos from The Associated Press




Friday, December 3, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 3

‘They’ve got to do what they've got to do’

Some 66th Transportation Company
families shaken, but others prepared
for GIs” extended deployment in Iraq

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN,  Germany
Christmas will come in March for Ann
Rieger and her four daughters.

The family had already put off the event
until January, but now they’ll have to wait
until early spring.

“I already told the kids we’re not having
Christmas until Dad comes home,” Rieger
said.

The Riegers are among the families wait-
ing for members of the 66th Transporta-
tion Company to return to Germany after
the unit's yearlong deployment to Iraq. But
Army officials announced Wednesday that
those 156 soldiers are among thousands of
troops being extended
downrange for 60 days
to bolster U.S. forces
for Iraq’s Jan. 30 elec-
tions. The 66th is the

&k 7 already told the kids
we’re not having

Sanchez, is a truck driver. Sanchez said she
spoke with her husband Tuesday, when he
warned her of the possible extension.

Others took the news harder.

“I was so upset I was shaking,” said Ul-
rike Reinhardt, a mother of three whose
husband is Sgt. Philip Brown. She said the
delay of her husband’s unit — which suf-
fered two deaths in an attack in August and
has had 11 troops wounded — also means
an extension of her apprehension.

“It's more days on the road, more targets
for bombs,” Reinhardt said. “More days of
anxiety for me.”

Army officials had a dozen support per-
sonnel on hand Wednesday to offer legal,
logistical and emotional assistance to fami
ly members. Ques-
tions from the spouses
generally revolved
around  paperwork,
payment and power of
attorney details associ-

only  Europebased  Christmas until Dad  aed with the delay.
unit to be extended. One detail that irked
Family  members comes home.9¥ family members about

were told of the exten-
sion Wednesday at a
meeting at Kleber
the
DOD plan, the unit will spend 33 of those
60 days at its current location, Forward Op-
erating Base Speicher, north of Baghdad.

“They're saying on the Sth of March,
they’ll start convoying down to [Kuwait],
and then they think it could take up to two
‘weeks,” to process out of the staging area,
Col. Susan Sowers, commander of the 37th
Transportation Command, told about 15
wives and several children at Wednesday’s
meeting.

“In my mind, it looks like the third week
in March, we could start to see our folks
coming home,” she said.

While the news visibly shook some,
many said they were prepared for the ex-
tension after hearing about it from their
husbands.

“It's hard news, but they've got to do
what they've got to do,” said Marlene
Sanchez, whose husband, Spc. Edward

wife of deployed soldier

the extension is that it
does not start until
Jan. 31,2005 — a week
after the company’s one-year anniversary
at Forward Operating Base Speicher.

“What they’re doing now, they’re saying,
“You came in January, the end of January
is your time,’ ” Sowers said. “They would
say the one year mark is 31 January, that's
the math that they’re using downrange.”

Sowers said that pushing the extension’s
start date past the one-year mark is a move
by the Army to get a few extra days out of
an experienced unit.

“They’re trying to take some days where
they can get some,” she said.

No matter how long it takes for the 66th
to come home, however, Rieger said her
children are all right with waiting for
Christmas if it means they can celebrate it
with their father.

“They know how important it is to have
that,” she said.

E-mail Ben Murray at
TaraybEmA cotipes.osdmil

Ann Rieger

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

During a meeting Wednesday at Kleber Casern in Kaiserslautern, Germany, Col. Susan

Sowers, of the 37th

informs family members of

the 66th Transportation Company that the unit has received a two-month deployment

extension in central Iraq.

Europe-based federal civilian employees to get allowance boost

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

Federal civilian employees living in Eu-
rope will soon see a bump in their post al-
lowance and hvmg -quarters allowance,
the U.S. State D this

earns $42,000-845,000
a year will see his an-
nual stipend go from
$6475 to $7,770, or
about $50 every two
weeks.

i hard hit

week.
The postallowance —similar to the mili-

many, for example, was increased by 20

percent and e effective Nov. 28.

The post allowance, which takes into ac-
count the price of goods and services pur-
chased off-base, was increased largely
due to the dollar’s slide against the euro,
according to an official at the State Depart-
ment, which calculates the allowances for
overseas civilians. One euro currently
costs about $1.33. Euros are used to buy
goods and services in most European
countries.

As a result of the rate increase, a govern-
ment civilian living in Germany who

by the dollar’s decline
have been those who
do not receive a liv-

&k It doesn’t feel in any
way like the post
allowance covers

the amount you put
out for rent alone,

month Harwood’s rent
will be closer to
$1,600.

“It doesn't feel in
any way like the post
allowance covers the
amount you put out for
rent alone, let alone
food,” Harwood said.
“It makes going out to

‘ment and other stuff to pay, I would moni-
tor that stuff. You start looking for where
the money comes from.”

Affecting the allowance are the cost of
goods and services outside of a base as
compared with the cost of similar goods
and services in Washington, D.C. Accessi-
bility to on-base shopping is also a factor,
according to the State Department offi-
cial.

ing quarters  allow- let a nice

—  commonly thing of the past.”
Galled ahousing allow- alone food. ¥y Andy Rivera, adju-
ance — such as people tant for the 6th Area
hired locally, who, Brett Harwood  gupport Group, also

therefore, have to pay
their rent and utilities
out of pocket.

They include Brett Harwood, artistic di-
rector of the Kelley Theater in Stuttgart,
Germany, who goes to the bank every
‘month to buy 1,200 euros to pay his rent.
Back in April, when one euro cost about
$1.20, that meant spending $1,440; this

artistic director of the Kelley
Theater in Stuttgart, Germany

doesn’t receive a hous-
ing allowance.

“Its a challenge,”
Rivera said. “I'm fortunate in that I'm
debt-free. My car is paid off and I don’t
have outstanding loans. [’m] one of those
lucky people who doesn’t have to worry
about living paycheck to paycheck.

“But not long ago, when I had car pay-

‘who receive living-quarters
allowances, though, got some relief with
an increase, also effective Nov. 28, in that
stipend. A Heidelberg, Germany-based ci-
vilian employee with a family, for exam-
ple, would see an annual increase in LQA
from $38,700 to $39,700.

The increase in civilian allowances
came days after it was announced that
U.S. troops living in Europe would see a
31 percent increase in their cost-of-living
allowance.

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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AF tries to hetter integrate active, reserve units

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Air
nounced six new U.S.-based ii
Wednesday that will give the Air Force fast-
er access to skilled personnel in wartime
and eventually reduce the number of de-
ployments for airmen, service officials
said.

Dubbed “Future Total Force,” the ac-
tions will involve active, reserve and Air
National Guard units in Arizona, Vermont,
Virginia, Utah, Texas, New York and Neva-
da, but not overseas installations or de-
ployed airmen, according to Air Force
spokesman Capt. Glen Roberts.

But “if these initiatives work, [they] will
reduce the need for mobilizations down the

road,” Roberts said in a Wednesday tele-
phone interview.

However, reducing deployments “is a
secondary effect .. not the principal rea-
son we're doing this,” according to Lt. Gen.
Stephen Wood, the Air Force’s Deputy
Chief of Staff for Plans and Programs.

Instead, service officials are making the
changes “so that the Air Force can have a
greater capability to be a full partner in a
joint warfighting team,” Wood said
Wednesday.

The initiatives focus on mixing ac-
tive-duty with reserve personnel, who in
the Air Force tend to stay in their units for
long periods of time, officials said.

The low turnover rates in the Air Force
Reserve and Air National Guard mean that
many of the service’s most senior fliers

and other personnel are in the reserve com-
ponents, not the active wings.

The point of many of the initiatives is to
test whether mixing the reserve and active
communities more will help “rebalance”
these experience levels, Wood said.

Deployments would be eventually be re-
duced because once reserve and active
units are better integrated, with the help of
new technologies the Air Force would have
more of an ability to “reach back” and tap
the expertise of reservists on a more regu-
lar basis, “without putting them through
the pressures or the stress of the mobiliza-
tion pmcess, ‘Wood said.

new F/A-22 fighter jet; stationing active
duty personnel with Vermont’s 158th Fight-
er Wing; and combining the Air Force Re-
serve’s 419th Fighter Wing with the active
duty’s 388th Fighter Wing, both of which
are at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, and fly
the F-16 fighter.

The other efforts include allowing mem-
bers of the Texas and Arizona Air National
Guards to operate the Predator Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle (UAV), which until now has

ate anew Distributed Ground Station facili-
ty in western New York to process global

information and i re-

include the i ion of
a reserve wing, Virginia Air National
Guard’s 192nd Fighter Wing in Richmond,
Va., with an active-duty 1st Fighter Wing
at Langley Air Force Base, Va., to fly the

serve personnel into all missions per-
formed at the Air Warfare Center at Nellis
Air Force Base,

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Curator of 1st AD
museum brings it
into digital future

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany —
As the battlefield has shifted from
Concord to the latest anti-insur-
gencies, military museums and
their curators have been there to
document it all. At the 1st Ar-
mored Division Museum in Baum-
holder, new curator Steve Ru-
hnke is writing the next chapter
in the division’s history.

Writing, though, isn't exactly
the term — more like dlgmzmg
the future.

Ruhnke hopes to open the Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom gallery next
spring, with some new twists on
old Army traditions. Instead of
the soldier’s letter home, 1st AD
soldiers already have donated dig-
ital material including video clips
and still photos that will help tell
the story of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, the division’s second deploy-
ment to Iraq since it moved to
Germany in 1971.

One of the more unusual dona-
tions is an audio recording of the
crew of an M-3A2 Bradley fight-
ing vehicle in combat during the
conventional ground war phase of
the Iraq war, Ruhnke said.

One soldier donated a digital
copy of his diary.

“What's kind of hard is that
sometimes we don't see the histor-
ical significance today,” Ruhnke
said. But 100 years from now, his-
torians will come to the museum

for keys to

U.S. Army Center of Military His-
tory in Washington, D.C., where
he’s executive director.

What he doesn’t need is one
more AK-47 or even an old Iragi
tank found on the side of the road,
Ruhnke said. What he does seek
are artifacts — American and
Iraqi — with documented prove-
nance to specific units, specific
places and specific battles that
help document the 1st AD’s role
in OIF.

Ruhnke arrived in May as the
new curator, replacing Dan Peter-
son, who transferred to the 101st
Airborne Division Museum at
Fort Campbell, Ky.

Ruhnke, a native of Junction
City, Kan., has a degree in archae-
ology and anthropology from Kan-
sas State University. Before com-
ing to Germany, he had been as-
sistant curator and exhibit spe-
cialist at the U.S. Cavalry Muse-
um at Fort Riley, Kan,, for 20
years.

An authority on American cav-
alry units and figures from his
years at Fort Riley, Ruhnke says
his new challenge is to get up to
speed on the 1st AD.

His museum has a number of
significant pieces including exam-
ples of some of the rarest Ameri-
can tanks and self-propelled how-
itzers, including a pre-World War
II M3A3 Stuart tank.

“That one here came from
Haiti, of all places,” possibly an
obsolete weapon the United

tate 1d after World War IT, Ru-

ing 21st-century military life just
as they came to him at the cavalry
museum, trying to piece together
an accurate picture of the early
days of the U.S. military.

Another complication is that cu-
rators have different standards
than laymen for what they be-
lieve will be of interest to future
generations.

“Ask him the difference be-
tween a ‘war trophy’ and an ‘arti-
fact,’ ” said Col. Michael Bigelow
in a phone interview from the

hnke said.

In addition to a dozen tanks,
halftracks and howitzers, about
10,000 visitors annually see more
than 3,500 items ranging from
American, Russian and Iraqi in-
fantry weapons to vintage motor-
cycles, and may seek access to
thousands of documents.

To tell the 1st AD’s contempo-
rary story, the Baumholder muse-
um will add more modern interac-
tive displays — such as allowing
visitors to select from a number

TERRY BOYD/Stars and Stripes.

Steve Ruhnke is spending a lot of time around old tanks as he makes

the transition from an exhi

specialist at the cavalry museum at Fort

Riley, Kan., to head curator at the 1st Armored Division’s museum. But

at Baumholder, the future is digital,

of audio and video clips — to its
static displays of uniforms, weap-
ons and, of course, armor through
60 years, Ruhnke said. In addi-
tion, he’d like to do more tempo-
rary exhibits highlighting the his-
tories of different 1st AD battal-
ions.

However, the museum is, along
with Baumholder itself, on the
bubble as the Pentagon plans to
relocate the two forward-based di-
visions, the 1st AD and the
Wiirzburg-based 1st Infantry Di-
vision back to the United States.

The 1st AD museum is one of
perhaps S0 military museums
under the Center of Military His-
tory, Bigelow said. There are mu-
seums for most branches, such as
the Patton Museum at Fort Knox,
Ky., for armor and the cavalry

Ruhnke says.

museum at Fort Riley, down to
the regimental level, he said.
Changes over the next decade, i
cluding plans to restructure forc-
es overseas and the opening of
the National Museum of the Unit-
ed States Army, schedule for
2009, will lead to changes at some
military museums.

But most will survive, Bigelow
said. The national museum is for
honor and remembrance, while
museums for divisions and
branches, such as the 1st AD mu-
seum, are for training, education
and outreach, he said.

“We try to put such museums
where there is the greatest num-
ber of soldiers, but when soldiers
move, sometimes there isn't a
place to relocate.”

E-mail Terry Boyd
boydt@mail.estripe:

3rd ID loads up

The Army’s 3rd Infantry Di
sion is loading up two of the Mil
tary Sealift Command’s largest
ships for its upcoming deployment
to Iraq.
The Fort Stewart, Ga.-based divi-
sion’s gear is being loaded onto the
'USNS Sisler and USNS Seay at the
port in Savannah, Ga. The equip-
ment includes nearly 2,250
wheeled and tracked vehicles, 40
helicopters and more than 300 con-
tainers of equipment.

The 3rd ID was one of the lead
units in the ground offensive for
Operation Iraqi Freedom and is ex-
pected to return to Iraq for its sec-

rotation over the next few
months. It is also one of the Army’s
newly updated divisions with four
“modular” brigades instead of
three.

Two of the brigades, according
to an Army news release, will de-
ploy this winter under the com-
mand of the 42nd Infantry Divi-
sion in north-central Iraq. The re-
mainder of the division will deploy
soon after with a Louisiana Army
National Guard unit to a different
part of Iraq.

Military Sealift Command oper-
ates more than 110 noncombatant,
civilian-crewed ships and moves
95 percent of the military equip-
ment and supplies used by de-
ployed U.S. forces.

U.S. Navy patrol rescue

A US. Navy patrol aircraft
helped rescue eight United Arab
Emirates fishermen whose small
boat sank off the coast of Bahrain.

A P-3C Orion from Patrol Squad-
ron 9 — along with a pair of Bahr-
ain police helicopters — immedi-
ately responded to a distress call
and searched for the fishermen on
Nov. 27, the Navy’s Sth Fleet re-
ported. The patrol and reconnais-
sance aircraft searched an area of
60 to 70 square miles for the dhow,
according to Lt. j.g. Brian Hirte,
the P-3C Orion tactical coordina-
tor. A half hour later, members of
the P-3C found a cooler and some

“spot helped Bahrain
search-and-rescue teams find the
eight fishermen floating in a raft
nearby. Rescue swimmers helped
retrieve four of the fishermen,
while a helicopter plucked the re-
‘maining fishermen from the water.

The Navy plane helped coordi-
nate the rescue among Bahrain air
traffic control, two Bahrain police
helicopters and a Qatari helicop-
ter.

Patrol Squadron 9 is deployed to
the Persian Gulf region from its
home base in Hawaii.

From staff reports
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Free phone calls

Sailors, Marines and U.S.
Coast Guard personnel de-
ployed aboard ships will be
able to phone home for free
during the holidays.

The Navy Exchange Service
Command and AT&T are pro-
viding $10 prepaid phone
cards to ships under way this
month.

The Navy Exchange will
pass out about 21,000 cards
during the holiday season, the
Navy Exchange Service Com-
mand announced this week.

Thirty various ships out to
sea with AT&T Direct Ocean
Service will get the cards.

“It’s our way of saying thank
you to all the men and women
who are serving our country,”
Jennie Virden, a Navy Ex-
change personal telecommuni-
cation specialist, said in a state-
ment.

Blue Angels search

The Navy’s flight demonstra-
tion squadron, the Blue An-
gels, is looking for enlisted sail-
ors to join the team for the
2006 season.

The application deadline is
April 1, 2005, according to a
November Navy memo sent to
the fleet. The normal tour
Jength is 36 months.

Applicants must meet a list
of requirements to be accept-
ed. For example, sailors must
have a spotless record and
have no physical readiness
test or body fat failures in the
last 36 months.

Interested candidates also
must receive their command-
er’s endorsement to be consid-
ered.

Selection results will be an-
nounced June 2005. Those se-
lected will leave their current
command in October and re-
port to the squadron in Novem-
ber.

The flight demonstration
team performs in air shows
across the United States annu-
ally and is based in Pensacola,
Fla.

For more information, click
on NAVADMIN 261/04 online
at http://www.persnet.navy.
mil/navadmin/navad04.html

From staff reports

Units receive HoIIywood delivery

‘Operation: Take a
Soldier to the Movies’
sends movies, snacks
to deployed troops

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

Bernard Hintzke and his wife Kathy long
ago started a tradition of taking their four sons
to the movies on Thanksgiving.

With his youngest son, Spc. Adam Hintzke,
deployed to Iraq with the 601st Aviation Sup-
port Battalion, the father decided that this
year he would send the movie to Adam to
keep the Thanksgiving tradition alive.

That simple plan has grown into putting
movies into the hands of troops from about 10
Army and Marine units downrange.

‘With Operation: Take a Soldier to the Mov-
ies, Bernard Hintzke and his support team
have sent more than 1,600 movies to soldiers
and Marines deployed to Iraq.

“To date, we have been able to put together
movie packages for every unit that has con-
tacted us and asked to be included in the
project,” Hintzke wrote in an e-mail. “The
number of movie packages sent to the troops
to date is 1,680. A little idea that started with
our son who is in Iraq has grown to this. We
now have someone representing Operation:
Take a Soldier to the Movies at Fort Hood,
Texas.”

He and his team of volunteers in West Allis,
Wis., turned to members of their community
for donations of movies and snacks.

“We had hoped that the people in our area
would like to help again like they did for the
[1st Infantry Division] Christmas in July
project, by sending a movie package to the
troops on Thanksgiving Day as a way of say-
ing ‘thank you for your service to our coun-
try, ” Bernard Hintzke wrote.

But Kathy Hintzke’s cousin, who works in a
public relations firm, created the organiza-
tion’s Web site (www.soldiertomovies.org)
and sent a press release to national media
sources.

The organization now gets donations from
people and schools all over the United States,
the father wrote.

He collects movies, snacks and the popcorn

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army
Capt. Mellanie Merrit, 601st Aviation Support

Lindenmeyer and volunteers from the Kat-
terbach community assemble the popcorn
boxes and pack them with movies and snacks
to send downrange.

“We've taken care of the 601st, because that
is who the program was started for,” Merrit
said. “So many other units have come forward
and asked for the movies, too, that we are
keeping pretty busy. This is a huge operation,
and we've had a lot of support from our volun-
teers.”

Merrit and others from the Family Readi-
ness Group also delivered movie packages to
injured troops at Victory Ward at Wiirzburg
hospital. Some packages also went to wound-
ed troops at Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter.

Some of the donors send movies and snacks
for the packages, but nearly all send letters ac-
companying their donation, Merrit said.

“These are really high-quality, top-notch
movies that people are sending,” Merrit said.
“But the coolest piece of it all is the letters
that people send to the soldiers. We have to go
through all of this and package everything,
and we read the letters from people thanking
the soldiers for their service to our country,
and it really tugs at the heartstrings.”

And the soldiers appreciate the support.

“My husband [Maj. Victor Lindenmeyer,
Company A, 601st ASB] called

Battalion rear speaks
with Sgt. William Rigby, 1st Squadron, 4th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, on Nov. 24 at
Wiirzburg Hospital's Victory Ward. Movies and
snacks were delivered to injured 1st Infantry
Division soldiers at the hospital as part of the
Operation: Take a Soldier to the Movies pro-
gram.

boxes in which they are distributed, and
sends them to the 601st Aviation Support Bat-
talion rear detachment, based in Katterbach,
Germany, according to Capt. Mellanie Merrit,
rear detachment commander.

Other donations come directly from people
who have visited the Web site.

“At least one day a week, I pick up about
150 boxes from the post office,” said Pam Lin-
denmeyer, from the unit’s FRG, who spear-
heads packing the boxes to be sent down-
range. “[Other] days we get 10 boxes, some
days it will be 50.

“We pick them up every day to make things
easier on the post office, and if we are sending
out more than four large boxes we call them
ahead of time to see if it’s OK to send them all
at once.”

me on Thanksgiving and said this was the
highest boost in morale all year,” Lindenmey-
er said. “He’s a very tough guy, and there was
so much emotion in his voice. The guys all
‘missed home, it was Thanksgiving.

“This wasn't just 10 guys getting a package;
everyone in the company got one. Some of the
guys were upset because there was no return
address to write a letter of thanks, but they ap-
preciated the support — like somebody on 4
Apple Lane thought about you today.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

How to donate

Items to donate: new or used DVD mov-
ies, microwave popcon, packets of
pre-sweetened drink mix and assortments
of movie theater-style candy. A letter or
photo can also be mcluded

Operation: Take a Sotdierto the Movies
am Lindenmeyer
C/0 601st ASB
CMR 454 Box 2326
APO AE 09250

From left, David Schnibben, Jake Moffatt, Greg Meyers and Graham
‘Young mug for the camera during a birthday party for Greg on Wednes-
day at the new Galaxy Bowling and Entertainment Center on Panzer
Casern in Stuttgart, Germany. The center hosted 56 parties during
November, its first month in business.

Stuttgart’s new bowling
facility a booming success

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — Business is booming
at the new Galaxy Bowling and Entertainment
Center.

“We had 56 parties during the month of Novem-
ber,” said Stacie Mathis, the facility manager.
“This is what Stuttgart has been looking for. It's
the only place to have parties for children without
doing it at home.”

The 24-lane facility on Panzer Casern opened
Nov. 5. Half of the facility includes a bar and slot
machines and caters to adults. The other half fea-
tures a playroom and video arcade and caters to
children. That way, parents and children can keep
an eye on each other.

Kids’ party packages cost $6.50 to $11.95 per
child, depending on extras, and include bowling,
pizza and invitations.

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

“Just bring the cake and children,” Mathis said.

For serious bowlers such as Patch High School
Jjunior Derrick Hamilton, 17, there are lockers for
Tent to store balls and equipment.

Hamilton, who said he carries a 196 average,
said the lanes are much better than those at the
nearby Kelley Barracks bowling alley, which re-
cently closed and is going to be torn down.

The atmosphere is better, too.

“When you take a break from bowling, this is a
good place to kick back and relax and watch
Sportscenter or the ballgame that’s on,” Hamilton
said.

“It’s a good family center,” said Stephanie Mey-
ers, wife of Cmdr. Brian Meyers of the U.S. Euro-
pean Command and mother of four. “There are
few places here where you can have your children
go and feel like they are in a safe environment and
having wholesome fun.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Big bonuses drawing more Marine re-ups

BY TONY PERRY
Los Angeles Times

SAN DIEGO — With the pros-
pect of continued fighting in Iraq,
the Marine Corps is offering bo-
nuses of as much as $30,000 — in
some cases, tax-free — to per-
suade enlisted personnel with
combat experience and training
to re-enlist.

The plan is working, officials
said. Fewer than two months into
the fiscal year, Marine re-enlist-
ment rates in several key special-
ties are running 10 percent to 30
percent ahead of last year.

fficials are confident that, by
midyear, they will have reached
their target for encouraging re-en-
listment among riflemen, the
“grunts” who are key to the Ma-
rines’ ability to mount offensives
against _insurgent strongholds
such as Fallujah, Iraq.

In most cases, the young Ma-
rines are agreeing to stay in their
current jobs for four years. In oth-
ers, they are allowed to transfer
into jobs that the brass considers
equally vital: recruiters, embassy
guards and boot camp drill in-
structors.

“No amount of money is too
much to retain combat experi-
ence in the corps, rather than
starting over,” said Maj. Mark
Menotti, assistant head of enlist-
ed retention for the Marine
Corps.

Giving bonuses to encourage
Marines to re-enlist is not a new
program. But this year's bonus
schedule marks the first time that
“combat arms” specialties have
received the largest of the bonus-
es.

A year ago, the top bonus for a
grunt was about $7,000.

Along with riflemen, ma-
chine-gunners, and mortar-men,
specialties also receiving sizable

Lafayette, Tenn., a rifleman, said
that he had planned to re-enlist
even without the bonus, but that
the $28,039 “helped my wife to
agree to my re-enlisting.”

In an e-mail from Iraq, McB-
room said he plans to put 40 per-
cent of the bonus in a mutual
fund, 30 percent in an account for
his children’s college, 15 percent
in savings and the remaining 15
percent for “a nice wedding ring
for the wife, finally.”

to retain specialties such as avia-
tion and law — are not eligible for
bonuses.

The amount of the individual
bonus is determined by a formula
involving the length of re-enlist-
ment, how early the Marine
makes the commitment to re-en-

For grunts, the bonuses are
also a sign of recognition. Cpl.
Steven Forrester, 22, a ma-
chine-gunner from Centerville,
Tenn,, said he was “glad they fi-
nally Tealized our job is danger-
ous.” He received $22,796.

Cpl William Sloffers 22, ama-

list and a
by the commandant of the Marine
Corps.

‘Among other things, the multi-
plier involves a statistical analy-

k& No amount of money is too much to retain combat experience
in the corps, rather than starting over.9¥

bonuses are those critical to suc-
cess in Iraq — including intelli-
gence officers and Arabic lin-
guists.

Lance Cpl. Matthew Jee, 21, of
Borrego Springs, Calif., received
a bonus of $19,000 to re-enlist for
four years. An assault-man with
expertise in firing the Javelin
rocket, he plans to shift to the in-
telligence field.

“They need a grunt’s view of
what kind of intelligence you
need When you're out there on the
street,” Jee said at Camp Pendle-
ton, where he recently returned
after seven months in Iraq.

Sgt. Joey W. McBroom, 30, of

Maj. Mark Menotti

U.S. Marine Corps assistant head of enlisted retention

Another rifleman, Cpl. Antho-
ny M Mazzola 23, of Fort Worth,

more-immediate plans
fnr his $21 700: “I plan to take all
of my money to Vegas and have a
crazy weekend,” he e-mailed
from Irag.

The Marine Corps has ear-
marked $52 million in bonuses
for the fiscal year that started
Oct. 1, up from $51 million in

004.

Two-thirds of the bonus money
will go for Marines re-enlisting
for a second hitch. One-third will
g0 to enlisted Marines signing up
for a third or fourth tour. Officers
— except in particularly difficult

sis of how much money will be
needed to ensure that enough Ma-
rines re-enlist in a particular spe-
cialty.

Take, for example, a sergeant
trained in tank warfare. If the ser-
geant re-enlists for four years, his
bonus is determined by multiply-
ing his monthly pay — $1,817 —
by four. That figure then is multi-
plied by four, a rate set by Marine
officials for his skill.

The highest skill multiplier is
five.

For the sergeant, the bonus
computes to $29,072. If he re-en-
lists while in Iraq, his bonus, like
his regular pay, is tax-exempt.

from Redding,
Calif, said the size of the bonus
for his specialty was a pleasant
surprise: “I think it's fitting to
have this amount because we are
put through more stressful things
than a normal Marine,” Stoffers,
who is in Iraq, e-mailed; his total
was $21,000.

Among combat veterans, there
is a sense that they are being paid
for having learned things that can-
not be taught at the school of in-
fantry. Many are eager to pass
that knowledge to others.

Cpl. William Jones, 22, of
Tulsa, Okla., a rifleman, received
abonus of $19,000 and now wants
to teach Navy medical corpsmen
how to handle combat. “The more
Marines we have who've been
over there, the better off the
corps is going to be,” he said. “It’s
going to cost money, but it will
save lives.”

Sgt. Deverson Lochard, 23,
from Lakevil Mass., a ma-
chine-gunner who received a
bonus of $23,000, wants to be-
come a drill instructor and, once
he becomes a U.S. citizen, an offic-
er.

Stripes begins printing in Afghanistan

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Stars and
Stripes began printing newspa-
pers in Afghanistan on Thursday,
starting with a daily print run of
1,380 papers, and may expand its
circulation after more tests are
done.

The change means service-
members serving in Afghanistan
will be seeing much fresher news

— papers had seen delays of up to
three weeks in the previous distri-
bution system.

Stripes had been shipping news-
papers to Afghanistan from its
presses in Germany via Bahrain,
where, at best, papers would take
five days to get to Kabul, and
often much longer to reach outly-
ing areas through the military
supply system.

Stripes Publisher Tom Kelsch
sees it as a significant improve-

ment for servicemembers there,
and for the organization.

“For Stripes, it means we're bet-
ter able to accomplish our mis-
sion to serve those servicemem-
bers [deployed to Afghanistan],”
Kelsch said.

The paper will be delivered
daily in Kabul, Kandahar, Camp
Phoenix (near Kabul) and
Bagram Air Base. Papers will
also be distributed via the mili-
tary postal system to 10 other

posts.

Readers will now be receiving
the Middle East edition in
Stripes, currently being tailored
to audiences in Iraq, Kuwait and
Qatar, rather than the Europe edi-
tions. Also included will be Sun-
day comics, which are actually in
the Saturday edition.

Stripes currently prints about
60,000 copies of its Middle East
edition at print sites in Baghdad,
Kuwait, and Qatar.

Biologists worry about rise in right whale deaths

The Associated Press

NORFOLK, Va. — The second
death of a pregnant right whale
this year by a ship is prompting
calls by biologists to change sea
lanes and set speed limits in the
mid-Atlantic to protect the criti-
cally endangered species.

Northern right whales were
overhunted in the 19th and 20th
centuries. Only about 300 are
thought to exist.

“At the rate we're killing them
off, we’re really looking down the
curve at extinction,” said Scott
Kraus, vice president for re-
search at the New England Aquar-
ium in Boston.

Right whales travel through the
Gulf of Maine each year as they
migrate between their winter

such as speed limits, for ships en-
tering and leaving East Coast
ports to reduce collisions with
whales.

Researchers, however, are en-
couraging the federal govern-
ment, commercial shipping lines
and the Navy to talk about what
could be done immediately.

A recreational boater reported
seeing an injured whale in the
mouth of the Chesapeake Bay the
week before Thanksgiving. He
called the stranding team at the
Virginia Aquarium & Marine Sci-
ence Center in Virginia Beach,
saying that the tail was almost
sliced off and the animal was
bleeding profusely. The carcass
washed ashore in Ocean Sands,
N.C., a week ago.

grounds off the n Unit-
ed States and their summer feed-
ing grounds in the Bay of Fundy.
The National Marine Fisheries
Service is weighing new rules,

Susan Barco, stranding pro-
the

gram
carcass with other scientists, and
conducted a necropsy.

“It was a typical necropsy until
we found the fetus,” Barco told

In this aerial photo released by the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science
Center, the carcass of a pregnant Northern right whale washes up on
the beach at Ocean Sands, N.C., on Nov. 24.

The Virginian-Pilot.

The same team had necropsie-
da pregnant right whale in Febru-
ary near Oregon Inlet, N.C., also
killed by a ship.

The mid-Atlantic does not have
protection measures similar to
those in the South and Northeast.
Marine biologists say they are
needed, though.

Pilot safely ejects

PENSACOLA, Fla. — A
Blue Angels pilot safely eject-
ed before his jet crashed into
the Gulf of Mexico during a
training flight Wednesday, a
spokesman for the Navy preci-
sion flying team said.

The F/A-18 Hornet went
down about a mile off Perdido
Key, a barrier island on the
Florida-Alabama border, and
10 miles from Pensacola
Naval Air Station, where the
Blue Angels are headquar-
tered.

A rescue team pulled the
pilot from the 62-degree water
about 10 minutes after the
crash. His identity was being
withheld pending notification
of his family, Blue Angels
spokesman Lt. Garrett Kasper
said.

The cause of the crash was
under investigation.

Cheney in Afghanistan

WASHINGTON —  Vice
President Dick Cheney will
travel to Afghanistan to attend
the inauguration Tuesday of

Hamid Karzai as Afgl
stan’s first directly eleaed
president.

Cheney will also meet with
Karzai and other government
officials, and will thank U.S.
and other troops serving
there, the White House an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Thousands of U.S. soldiers
are preparing an operation
against Taliban insurgents to
pre-empt an expected spring
offensive which could upset
plans for Afghan parliamenta-
ry elections.

From The Associated Press
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Mortar rounds hit Baghdad

U.S. Embassy tells workers they can’t use airport road

BY NICK WADHAMS

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents
killed an American soldier in the
restive city of Mosul and mortar
strikes pummeled central Bagh-
dad on Thursday, while the U.S.
Embassy barred employees from
the highway leading to the airport
after failing to stop attackers
from targeting foreigners who
travel the dangerous road.

Despite the continued violence,
a top Iraqi official insisted the se-
curity situation had improved
since U.S. forces scattered insur-
gents in the Sunni city of Fallujah
last month in preparation for elec-
tions set for Jan. 30.

The U.S. government has an-
nounced it is raising troop
strength in Iraq to its highest
level of the war to secure the elec-
tion.

While Iraq’s Kurds and majori-

ty Shiites back the elections,
Sunni groups have demanded a
postponement  because of the
poor security. President George
W. Bush dismissed those calls
Thursday, insisting that Iraq’s
elections must not be delayed.

The American soldier was on a
U.S.-Iraqi patrol in eastern Mosul
when the attack occurred, Lt. Col.
Paul Hastings said. He said two
Traqi commandos were also
wounded.

Hastings also said Iraqi and
U.S. forces discovered 14 more
unidentified bodies in different
areas in Mosul on Thursday. He
said there were also reports of
five more bodies picked up by
family members. That brings to
at least 66 the number of bodies
— many of them believed mem-
bers of the Iraqi security forces
— since Nov. 18.

Mosul’s police force disintegrat-
ed during an insurgent uprising
last month, forcing the U.S. com-
mand to divert troops from the of-
fensive in Fallujah.

A witness in Mosul, Iraq’s third
largest city with about 1 million
people, said he saw three bodies
dumped in a western neighbor-
hood, two of them with notes
tucked in their undershirts that
identified them as members of
the Iraqi National Guard. They
had several gunshot wounds to
their heads and bodies. Insur-
gents have repeatedly targeted
Tragi police and soldiers, who are
seen as cooperating with U.S. forc-
es.

s.

Also  Thursday, attackers
launched at least five mortars in
central Baghdad, including two
that crashed into the Green Zone,
the compound that houses Iraq’s
interim administration and U.S.
diplomatic missions.

One round struck near a mobile
phone office in Baghdad’s Arasat
neighborhood, killing two civil-
ians and wounding five, U.S. mili-
tary spokesman Lt. Col. James
Hutton said.

U.S. forces have been helpless to
stop insurgents from firing mor-
tars into the heavily fortified area,
a sharp reminder of how efforts to
calm to the country ahead of the
elections have been frustrated.
U.S. senators visiting Iraq on

Thursday said they were pleased
with President Bush’s decision
raising troop levels, but criticized
him for not doing so earlier.

“We should have leveled with
the American people in the begin-
ning,” Sen. Joseph Biden, a Demo-
crat from Delaware, told report-
ers. “It was absolutely inevitable”

that more troops would be needed.

A symbol of the Americans’
struggle to restore security has
been the airport highway. Attack-
ers using car bombs and explo-
sives have stymied U.S. efforts to
protect the road, one of the coun-
try’s most crucial yet also one of
its most perilous.

A column of
smoke rises.
after several
mortar
rounds
exploded in
Baghdad on
Thursday,
including
two in the
Green Zone.
At least one
person was
killed.
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U.S. force in Iraq growing to highest level of war

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With the insurgency
still a threat to Iraq’s planned elections,
the U.S. force is about to expand to its high-
est level of the war — even higher than the
initial invading force in March 2003.

The force will grow from 138,000 today
to about 150,000 by mid-January, the Pen-
tagon said Wednesday.

Extra troops are needed to bolster securi-
ty before the national elections scheduled
for Jan. 30. The increase in troop strength

also underscores the fact that, despite enor-
mous effort and cost, American command-
ers have yet to train and equip enough Ira-
qis for security duty.

Lt. Gen. Lance Smith, deputy command-
er of Central Command, which is responsi-
ble for U.S. military operations throughout
the Middle East, told reporters at the Pen-
tagon last month that the insurgents have
managed to intimidate many Iraqis into
not cooperating with the Americans.

The expansion of the U.S. force also re-
calls assertions made by some Bush admin-
istration officials when the invasion was

Jaunched that although stabilizing the coun-
try would not be easy or cheap, it certainly
would not require more U.S. troops than it
took to topple Baghdad.

As it turns out, the post-invasion period
has been far costlier in blood and treasure
than almost anyone predicted. When Presi-
dent Bush declared major combat opera-
tions were over May 1, 2003, the United
States had about 148, 000 troops in Irag —
slightly more than when the war began two
months earlier and more than were there
when Baghdad fell in early April.

The Pentagon said Wednesday that De-
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fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld ap-
proved a plan to send 1,500 soldiers of the
82nd Airborne Division from Fort Bragg,
N.C., to Iraq this month and to extend by
60 days the combat tours of about 10,400
soldiers and Marines in Iraq who were to
come home in January.

The 12,000-troop increase is to last only
until March. but it says much about the
strength and resiliency of an insurgency
that U.S. military planners did not foresee
even a year ago, when they were focused
on capturing deposed Iraqi President Sadd-
am Hussein.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least 1,256
members of the U.S. military have
died since the beginning of the
Irag war in March 2003, accord-
ing to an Associated Press count.
Atleast 984 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Depart-
ment said. The ﬁgures include
three military ci

The AP coum is one ‘lower than
the Defense Department's tally.

It's not unusual for the figures
to differ slightly from day to day.

The British military has report-
ed 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13;
Spain, 11; U'krame nine; Bulgana,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia,
Thailand and_the Netherlands,
two each; and Denmark, E1 Salva:
dor, Hungaxy and Latvia have re-
puned one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,118 U.S. military mem—
bers have died, accordi:
count. That includes at least 875
deaths resulting from hostile ac-
tion, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W No deaths reported.

The latest identifications report-
ed by the military:

W Army Spe. Sergio R. Diazvare-
Ia, 21, Lomita, Calif.; died Nov. 24
in Ramadi, Irag, when a bomb det-
onated near his patrol; assigned to
1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,

amp Howze, Korea.

1y Sgt. Christian P. Engel-
drum, 39, New York; died Monday
in Baghdad, Iraq, when his vehi-
cle struck a bomb; assigned to the
National Guard’s 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment, New
York

W Army Pfc. Wilfredo F. Urbi-
na, 29, Baldwin, N.Y.; died Mon-
day in Baghdad, Iraq, when his ve-
hicle struck a bomb; assigned to
the National Guard’s 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment, New
York

W Marine Lance Cpl. Blake A.
Magaoay, 20, Pearl City, Hawail;
killed Monday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to 1st Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion,
1st Marine Division, I Marine Ex!
peditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

M Army Sgt. Michael A. Smith,
24, Camden, Ark; died Friday at
Walter Reed Army Medical Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C., from inju-
ries received in Baghdad, Irag, on
Nov. 7 from small arms fire; as-
signed to the National Guard’s 1st
Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regi-
ment, Texarkana Ark.
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Marines
proud of

Fallujah
service

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC
The Associated Press

FALLUJAH, Irag — Maj. Rich
Bourgeois says the image of a
young Navy medical corpsman
rushing to aid a mortally wound-
ed Marine in Fallujah’s notorious
Jolan district will be forever im-
printed in his mind.

“In the middle of a firefight,
there was this wounded Marine,
his left leg blown off and just the
femur sticking out,” recounts
Bourgeois, 41, of Malden, Mass.
“And the young corpsman ran to
his side, oblivious to the battle, ap-
plying the tourniquet.”

More than 50 Marines have
died since the Fallujah attack
began Nov. 8, and skirmishes still
take place in the city. Yet for
some Marines, their performance
in one of the major battles of the
Iraq conflict is a source of pride.

“Fallujah is going to be right up
there among the most successful
battles in Iraq,” said Maj. Tom
Davis, 45, of St. Cloud, Minn. “It’s
where the rubber meets the road.
That is where our heroes did
their best.”

Fighting in Fallujah and else-
where in Iraq made November
one of the bloodiest months for
American forces since the war
began in March 2003. At least 135
USS. troops died in November —
the same number as last April,
which had been the deadliest
month of the conflict.

“Fallujah has been a life-chang-
ing event for many of the Ma-
rines, fighting in an environment
that is just unfathomable to any-
one outside,” said Bourgeois, an
explosives expert who retired
from active duty two years ago
but was recalled this year.

During the Fallujah battle, he
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion,
Sth Marine Regiment to study
enemy tactics and techniques.

Although the fighting was bru-
tal, Bourgeois believes the Ma-
rines’ morale was reinforced
when they found evidence of
atrocities committed by insur-
gents — including emaciated hos-
tages chained to the wall and bod-
ies of those Killed execution-style.

“When we saw what the enemy
did, what they were capable of
doing, we were only more eager
to do away with this pure evil,”
Bourgeois added. “Regardless of
how many pockets of resistance
are still out there, it will not sway
our morale. Nothing can.”

First Lt. Lyle Gilbert, a spokes-
man for the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, said morale is high
in Fallujah — despite the ongoing
firefights.

Sgt. Wayne Doyle, 23, of Never-
sink, N.Y., said he naturally miss-
es home.

“But I'd much rather be here
with my Marines,” he said. “And
T'd do Fallujah all over again.”
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Bush taps Johanns for agriculture post

BY DEB RIECHMANN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Thursday selected Ne-
braska Gov. Mike Johanns, a Re-
publican attorney who grew up
on an Towa dairy farm, as secre-
tary of Agriculture to oversee the
nation’s farm and food programs.

Bush said Johanns was “an ex-
perienced public servant from
America’s agricultural heartland”
with a long record of being “a
faithful friend to America’s farm-
ers and ranchers.”

Johanns, 54, would succeed
Ann M. Veneman, who recently
announced her resignation de-
spite saying earlier that she want-
ed to stay.

So far, seven of Bush’s 15-mem-
ber Cabinet have announced they
won’t be part of the second term.
More are expected, and adminis-
tration officials say Health and
Human  Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson appears to be
next.

Bush announced his intention
to nominate the two-term gover-
nor in the Roosevelt Room of the

White House.

The nomination, which re-
quires Senate confirmation, re-
flects the administration’s desire
to focus heavily on farm trade
over the next four years.

As his wife Stephanie looked
on, Johanns thanked Bush for in-
viting him to serve, saying, “I
have

“I look for-
ward to ad-
vancing your
rural agenda
for the 2Ist
century,” Jo-
hanns said.

Born in
Towa
raised on a
dairy farm,
Johanns became a lawyer and
served in county and city govern-
ment before becoming mayor of
Lincoln, Neb., in 1991. He won the
governor’s office in 1998 and in
2002 became the first Republican
to win re-election in more than
four decades.

“I'm very, very proud of my ag

Johanns

background,” he said. “I do feel
that those years on that dairy
farm did much to define who I am
as a person,” Johanns said.

As governor, Johanns led a dele-
gation of Nebraska’s farm and
business leaders on a trade mis-
sion to Japan, Taiwan, China, Sin-
gapore and a half dozen other
countries.

Bush said that in his second
term, he would put a high priority
on helping farm families, includ-
ing keeping taxes low and work-
ing to repeal the estate tax.

Bush praised Veneman, saying
she had done a good job in dealing
with agricultural issues, including
fighting hunger, improvements in
school nutrition programs, pro-
tecting forests and leading efforts
“to prevent the spread of mad cow
disease” when the nation’s first
case was reported a year ago.

Veneman presided during a pe-
riod of unprecedented wariness
about the safety of the nation’s
food supply. Weeks after taking of-
fice in 2001, an outbreak of
foot-and-mouth disease in Europe
prompted Veneman to increase in-
spections and testing to prevent
its arrival in the United States.

The remaining Cabinet members

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A look at who's left
in President Bush's Cabinet and their pros-
pects for staying on in the next term:

W Defense Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld: Rumsfeld, 71, has not disclosed
whether he intends to stay, but his aides
have said repeatedly they have no indica-
tion he'l leave. They also said this week
Rumsfeld had not discussed his future
with the president. It is widely believed
among Pentagon officils that Rumsfeld
wants to remain, at least temporarily, to
steer the miltary further in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, and to continue his efforts to
fundamentally change the way the De-
fense Department operates.

W Treasury Secretary John Snow:
Snow, 65, a former chief at railfoad giant
CSX with a Ph.D. in economics, took over
the Treasury Department in February. The
White House recently called Snow a valu-
able member of the economics team but
hasn't said whether it intends to keep
him

W Transportation Secretary Norman Y.
Mineta: Mineta, 73, the only Democrat in
Bush's Cabinet, doesn't plan to step down
in the immediate future but could leave
once Congress passes the huge highway
spencing i, ides s,

and Human Senics Secre-
tary Tummy T e 9,
has said he would ot stay for a second

Bush term and talked about getting a
big g o et sacor
Secretary Gale Norton:
Nor nan 50, has expressed interest in keep-
ing her job. She dismissed any notion she
might retumn soon to Colorado to begin a
campaign for goveror or senator.

W Environmental Protection Agency
Secretary Mike Leavit: Leavitt, 53, gave
up his job as Utah govemor to join the
Cabinet last year. He says he likes the
post and has much he wants to accom-
plish, but also has been mentioned as a
possible successor to Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge.

W Veterans Affairs Secretary Anthony
Principi: Principi, 60, has been popular

with veterans groups despite their dissatis-
faction with VA funding levels. Principi
has pushed for more money for veterans,
‘worked to reduce long waits for care and
to resolve benefits claims for older veter-
ans. Its unclear how long he will keep his
job.

W Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Alphonso Jackson: Jackson,
59, is a Bush friend from Texas who ook
over HUD i March, He's sgected o -
main in the post

W Labor Secretary Elaine Chao: Chao,
51, is the first Asian-American woman ap-
pointed to a Cabinet post. Chao has said
litle publicly about her job plans other
than she enjoys the post and serves at the.
pleasure of the president.
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Frist campaign loan

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — Sen-
ate Majority Leader Bill Frist's
campaign committee lost more
than $500,000 in the stock market
since the 2000 election and could
not cover a bank loan that came
due in August, records showed.

'he committee had paid about
$10,000 as of Sept. 30, according
to its federal campaign filing.

It had $362,000 at the begin-
ning of July, enough to pay off the
loan, but lost $32,057, or 8.8 per-
cent, in the stock market in July
and August, the records showed.

Altogether, the committee lost
more than $524,000 on stocks
since November 2000, the
records showed.

Priest jailed for rape

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — A Cath-
olic priest from New Hampshire
has been sentenced to 42 to S
years in prison after he admitted
repeatedly raping an altar boy at
a Waltham parish in the 1980s.

The Rev. Robert Gale, 63, plead-
ed guilty to four counts of raping a
child, just as jury selection was
set to begin for his trial Tuesday.
He was sentenced Wednesday.

The sexual assaults took place
at St. Jude’s parish in Waltham be-
tween 1980 and 1985.

Israel spy probe

WASHINGTON — FBI agents
searched files and served subpoe-
nas at the offices of the major
pro-Israel lobbying organization
as part of an investigation into
whether Israel improperly ob-
tamed classified U.S. information

n Irai

The search Wednesday at the
offices of the erican Israel
Public Affairs Committee was dis-
closed in a statement by the orga-
nization.

From The Associated Press
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Brokaw
takes final
bow as NBC
News anchor

BY FRAZIER MOORE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Tom Brokaw
began with a report on U.S.
troops in Iraq. He ended the
broadcast by saying farewell.

After nearly 23 years in the
“NBC Nightly News” anchor
chair, Brokaw reminded his view-
ers that “we’ve been through a lot
together, through dark days and
nights, and seasons of hope and
Joy-

“Whatever the story, I had only
one objective: to get it right,” he
said Wednesday, declaring in a
slightly quavering voice how he
was “always mindful that your pa-
tience and attention didn’t come
with a lifetime warranty.”

Brokaw, 64, is leaving “Nightly
News” and daily journalism to
pursue other interests, including
more time on his Montana ranch.

But he will still contribute to
NBC News, doing at least three
documentaries a year.

While Brokaw was saying his
good-byes, Peter Jennings was

Brokaw

praising him on ABC as “a com-
petitor in the best sense, which in
our trade means when he beats us
on a story, it is usually the result
of enterprise.”

On his CBS newscast, Dan Rath-
er said, “For more than 30 years,
T have known Tom as friend and
competitor who has earned the re-
spect of his audience, and his col-
leagues, myself included.”

Then to Brian Williams, Rather
added, “Welcome to the neighbor-
hood.”

Williams, long groomed as
Brokaw’s successor, takes over
“Nightly News.” He begins at the
top of the ratings, where “Nightly
News” has reigned since 1997.

Female libido drug

may be health risk

BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The hor-
mone patch Intrinsa aims to re-
store women’s lost libido, but
some health experts are con-
cerned that potential health risks
‘may eclipse the benefit of margin-
ally better sex.

A Food and Drug Administra-
tion advisory panel was consider-
ing Thursday whether the agency
should approve the first drug to
treat hypoactive sexual desire dis-
order in women who have had
their ovaries removed or dam-
aged and are receiving estrogen
therapy.

‘Women with the disorder have
a sex drive that is so diminished
that they no longer fantasize
about sex or crave it, causing
stress and strained relationships.

Procter & Gamble Co. is seek-
ing FDA approval to sell the test-
osterone patch Intrinsa, the first
such product to treat a condition
that affects up to 3 million surgi-
ca].ly menopausal ~ American
women.
Clinical trials showed that
women using Intrinsa had only
modest improvements to their
sex lives. Women who applied the
patch to their abdomen twice
weekly had one more “satisfying
sexual event” per four weeks,
compared with a placebo.

The FDA, chastised before Con-
gress for ignoring safety con-
cerns with drugs, has asked its Re-
productive Health Drugs adviso-

mone testosterone. Women using
the Intrinsa testosterone patch
will also take estrogen.

The Women’s Health Initiative,
a program established by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, found
that postmenopausal women tak-
ing the hormones estrogen and
progestin had higher risks of
heart attack, stroke and breast
cancer.

“The unexpected safety find-
ings ... indicated that short-term
or uncontrolled studies may not
provide adequate estimates of the
risks of hormonal therapy,” the
FDA told its advisory panel.

Mary Johnson, a Procter &
Gamble spokeswoman, said,
“Those questions were not unex-
pected and they will be addressed
during the presentation.”

Documents provided to the
committee Thursday said 494 sur-
gically menopausal women were
treated with the patch in combina-
tion with estrogen for one year.
Of those, 127 were treated for 18
months.

The placebo controlled safety
data that they will review only
covers six months.

In addition, the company plans
a post-marketing study to track
women taking Intrinsa for five
years to determine rates of heart
disease and breast cancer.

Critics were lobbying federal
advisers to delay action or deny
approval.

Dr. Leonore Tiefer, a sexuallty
expert at New York Univer:
School of Medicine, was asking

ry ether
that slim benefit offsets potential
risk from long-term use of the hor-

the i to postpone a rul-
ing until researchers get more
safety data on more women.

Methodist jury convicts
minister of violating law

Lesbian minister
may be defrocked

The Associated Press

PUGHTOWN, Pa. — A jury
made up of United Methodist
Church clergy convicted a lesbi-
an minister Thursday of violating
church law by openly living with
her partner in a committed rela-
tionship.

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth
Stroud could be defrocked as a re-
sult of the ruling, which came on
the second day of her church
trial.

The same 13-member jury was
set to meet Thursday afternoon to
decide her penalty.

Methodist law bars
“self-avowed, practicing homo-
sexuals”
from minis-
try. Nine
votes  were
necessary
for a convic-
tion and the
jury  voted
12-1 to find
Stroud

last
time the 8.3
million-mem-
ber denomi-
nation convicted an openly gay

Stroud

cleric was in 1987, when a New

AP

Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, left, along with her partner Chris Paige,
center, are greeted by supporters as they arrive for the second day of
her trial in Pughtown, Pa., on Thursday. Stroud, a United Methodist

Church mi
i a lesbian living with her partner.

Hampshire church court de-
frocked the Rev. Rose Mary Den-
man.

Last March, a Methodist court
in Washington state acquitted the
Rev. Karen Dammann, who lives
with a same-sex partner, citing an
ambiguity in church law that the

ster in Philadelphia, declared in a sermon last year that she

Methodist supreme court has
since eliminated.

Before the jury returned,
Stroud, 34, told reporters that
whatever the verdict, “this case
has shown how divided we are”
over the role of gays in the
church. She expected to be con-
victed.
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Ukraine vote in hands of high court

BY MARA D. BELLABY

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Tens of thousands of up-
beat opposition supporters partied in Kiev's
main square Thursday, erecting a Christmas
tree and waving orange flags, in a show of con-
fidence as the Supreme Court heard final ar-
guments on whether to overturn disputed elec-
tion results.

With Ukraine’s political crisis nearing a de-
cisive turning point, Russian President
Vladimir Putin took the government’s side in
a deepening dispute over how to proceed once
the judges issue a ruling.

Putin denounced the opposition’s demand
for a repeat of the contentious Nov. 21 run-off
vote rather than holding entirely new elec-
tions for president, as the government wants.
Putm said a new run-off “would yield noth-

ing.”

“A revote could be conducted a third, a

fourth, 25th time, until one side gets the re-
sults it needs,” a grim-faced Putin said, stand-
ing alongside his longtime ally, outgoing
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma.

The two held a hastily arranged meeting at
Moscow’s airport just before Putin left for
India. Kuchma flew to Russia for support as
his goverment appeared to be losing momen-
tum in the 11-day standoff with the opposi-
tion.

President Bush said Thursday that if a new
vote is held in Ukraine it “ought to be free
from any foreign influence” — an apparent
veiled reference to Russia.

Bush did not single out any country, but his
words seemed to echo those of Canadian
Prime Minister Paul Martin, with whom Bush
met this week and who explicitly said Russia
must not meddle in the Ukrainian matter.

With a new vote appearing likely, Kuchma
wants to ensure an entirely new election is
held — rather than a new run-off between his
ally, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, and

opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko, a re-
former who wants to move Ukraine closer to
the West.

Kuchma may want to put forward a stron-
ger candidate to replace Yanukovych in the
race, which would only be possible if an elec-
tion is held from scratch.

A court decision had been expected Thurs-
day. But after beginning to hear final argu-
ments in the evening, the court’s 18 judges ad-
journed the session for the night without a de-
cision. The final arguments will continue Fri-
day, after which the justices will retreat for de-
liberations before announcing a decision. It
was unclear how long the process would take.

In talks mediated by European officials,
Yushchenko and Yanukovych agreed Wednes-
day to respect the court’s ruling. The opposi-
tion charges that government fraud cheated
‘Yushchenko of victory in the runoff, and his
campaign has appealed results from eastern
regions where the prime minister’s support is
strongest.

Annan
supported
by U.N.
members

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — United
Nations member states voiced
support for Secretary-General
Kofi Annan after a U.S. senator
called for him to resign over possi-
ble fraud in Iraq’s oil-for-food pro-
gram. The State Department en-
dorsed a Senate investigation of
the troubled program but side-
stepped the issue of Annan’s fu-
ture.

Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn.,
who is leading one of five U.S. con-
gressional investigations into the
UN oil-for-food program, wrote

Chickens for warplanes

BANGKOK, Thailand — The
foreign ministers of Thailand and
Russia met Wednesday to discuss
bilateral issues including trade
and the possibility of bartering
Thai chickens for Russian war-
planes.

“The authorities from both
sides are discussing the trade of
chickens for airplanes,” Thai For-

Minister Surakiart
Sathirathai told reporters after
talks with his counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov. “They are meeting with
the air force today, and tomorrow
will meet with the defense minis-
ter.”

If a deal is reached, Russia
would import 100,000 tons of Thai
chicken, Surakiart said.

Although he did not say what
type or how many aircraft might
be involved, in the past Thailand
has expressed interest in acquir-
ing Russia’s advanced Sukoi Su-30
fighter.
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Death toll rises in the Philippines
. — -

‘A man salvages a bucket from inside his submerged house Thursday
near a riverbank in Pulilan town, Bulacan province, north of Manila
pines. The death toll from a powerful rainstorm that
triggered landslides and flash floods in the eastern Philippines rose
to 412, with 177 people still missing, officials said. Winds and rain
from another approaching typhoon hampered rescue efforts.

in the Phil

AP

Wall Street Jour-
nal that Annan should step down
because “the most extensive
fraud in the history of the U.N. oc-
curred on his watch.”

The secretary-general appears
to retain wide support among the
191 UN. member states who
elected him to a second five-year
term in 2001.

Russia, Britain, Chile, Spain
and other nations on the U.N. Se-
curity Council strongly backed
Annan in recent days, as did
non-council members. The 54 Af-
rican nations sent a letter of sup-

“He has heard no calls for resig-
nation from any member state,”
UN. spokesman Fred Eckhard
said when asked whether he envi-
sioned Annan’s resigning. “If
there’s some agitation on this
issue on the sidelines ... that’s
healthy debate. But he is intent on
continuing his substantive work
for the remaining two years and
one month of his term.”

Annan was doing just that on
Wednesday, urging Wall Street
financiers to support the global
campaign against AIDS. He was
also preparing for Thursday’s
launch of a report by a high-level
panel recommending the most ex-
tensive reform of the United Na-
tions since its founding in 1945.

The allegations of corruption in
the oil-for-food program, which
first surfaced in January, have es-
calated, embarrassing Annan and
taking away from his agenda.

advertising specials
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Court sends Anna Lindh’s Killer to prison

BY MATT MOORE
The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Sweden’s Supreme
Court ruled Thursday that the man convicted of
murdering Foreign Minister Anna Lindh will serve
his sentence in prison rather than in psychiatric
care, reversing a contentious decision by a lower
court.

The five-judge panel cited the ferocity with which
Mijailo Mijailovic stabbed Lindh, and the ruling was
expected to satisfy Swedes who had called for a harsh
punishment. The Supreme Court’s decision is final,
and there is no avenue for any appeal.

An appeals court had ruled earlier this year that
Mijailovic should be confined to a mental hospital
for the Sept. 10, 2003, stabbing of Lindh — one of
Sweden’s most popular politicians — as she shopped
unguarded.

Lindh, 46, was expected to be Sweden’s next
prime minister. She died a day after the attack.

Mijailovic will likely serve no longer than 15 years
in prison, the typical length of a life sentence in the
Scandinavian country.

Had he remained in psychiatric care, he could
have been held in a secure facility for as long as 20
years — or have been released much sooner on a
doctor’s recommendation.

The Supreme Court — after hearing conflicting
opinion from six medical experts — said it was clear
Mijailovic had a history of mental illness, but that it
was not serious enough to bar him from prison.

Mijailovic, who confessed to attacking Lindh,
used a craftsman’s knife to stab her repeatedly.

The decision marked the last chapter in one of
Sweden’s most publicized murder cases since the
1986 unsolved killing of Prime Minister Olof Palme.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Lock down’ pr safety

To those who feel slighted about the
lock down of American servicemembers
(“ ‘Locked down’ in Kuwait,” letter, Nov.
25), 1 happen to think the “guise of securi-
ty reasons” is a pretty good one.

If a target is not introduced, then it
can’t be attacked. I am not only referring
to a possible car bomb, or someone shoot-
ing up a crowded market, but also the
side alleyways where it only takes a sec-
ond for someone to get stabbed. One
death is one too many.

It may be a discomfort not being al-
lowed to venture off base; however, you
didn’t deploy to go to McDonald’s, buy
gold, or see the scenery or whatever else
someone wants to do downtown.

Alot of folks see the contractors going
as they please. If it is that et

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

out of the military. Then you can become
one of those contractors you envy. If for
some reason my body gets flown back to
the United States in a flag-draped coffin,
I hope the explanation given to my wife
is better than, “He died downtown shop-
ping or goofing off.”

1 deployed to accomplish a mission, not
to go downtown. I understand the point
of view, but remember: “Mission first.”

Staff Sgt. Shane P. Sullivan
Southwest Asia

No tears shed for insurgent

I am writing in response to all who
want to crucify the young Marine who
shot the insurgent in the Fallujah
mosque.

Tam sure that if the situation had been
reversed, the insurgent would have done
one of two things: shot the young Marine
in the head or given the Marine up to the
foreign wing of the insurgency, by that I
mean [Abu Musab al-]Zarqawi and his
bunch, to have his head sawed off with a
dull knife.

We are fighting insurgents here who
do not care about right and wrong or the
laws governing the conduct of war or the
care of prisoners. So, you know what? I
don’t care what this Marine did in the
heat of battle. I would not trade his life or
welfare for the life or welfare of any of
these insurgents.

We are in a brutal, no-holds-barred
war in Iraq. We are fighting an enemy
‘who does not have any common decency
or respect for innocents. Just look at Mar-
garet Hassan, an innocent woman who
was murdered.

They don’t even care about the lives of
their own people. Look at how many inno-
cent men, women and children have
been killed or maimed by random mor-
tar attacks, drive-by shootings, ambush-
es and car bombings. They purposely
hide behind noncombatants and use reli-
gious sanctuaries and civilian infrastruc-
tures to store weapons and launch at-
tacks from. They have no morals and
they conduct themselves like criminals.
Yet some would call these people free-
dom fighters or patriots.

Dooneshury

GOOP MORNING. A4S YOU

MVM./EAWTWLL
SOON BE. WG

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

I am glad that our forefathers didn’t
act in this manner during our war for in-
dependence. If they had, I would have
been ashamed of them.

Forgive me if T do not shed a tear for
this individual who the Marine killed. T
have plenty of others who have died in
this war who deserve my tears far more
than he.

Spe. John Wolff
Camp Anaconda, Iraq

Rumsfeld a world away on hire

‘With the war weighing heavy on our na-
tion’s shoulders, our self-serving, arrogant
defense secretary does not call on the
knowledge of decorated military leaders
for guidance, men who have been in bat-
tle, felt the fear and understand the strate-
gy of war. Instead, he turns to the corpo-
rate world (“Rumsfeld gets his (nonmili-
tary) man to run Army,” Joseph Galloway
column, Nov. 23)

Has it occurred to Donald Rumsfeld
that in war there are not stockholders fret-
ting over red ink on a balance sheet? Suc-
cess or failure is measured in the number
of body bags shipped home. Military lead-
ers do not answer to the frustrated moans
of stockholders, but instead to the an-
guished cries of families and friends as
they mourn their dead.

God bless America is my prayer, be-
cause His is the only power that can save
us from such inept leadership.

Marti Schumacher
Heidelberg, Germany

Politics aside, respect ACLU

I must disagree with “ACLU has out-
lived usefulness” (letter, Nov. 20).

The American Civil Liberties Union has
not removed any liberties from the Boy
Scouts of America. The court case was to
remove federal funding from the Boy
Scouts. Bases are no longer allowed to
sponsor Boy Scout troops. That means that
tax money and taxpayer resources will not
be going to the Boy Scouts, requiring them
to sink or swim on their own merits.

EVERYONE —

The ACLU has not tried to get Boy Scout
activities banned from military bases. Mili-
tary members still may lead Scout troops
and participate in them, and the Boy
Scouts are still permitted to meet on mili-
tary bases m areas used by other civilian
organization:

The slmple fact is that Boy Scouts of
America is not an arm of the government.
It’s a civilian organization, a social group
of sorts. The Officer’s Wives Sewing Circle
isn't going to get federal funding any time
soon, the recreation and gaming social
group that 'm a member of doesn’t get
any special treatment, so why should the
Scouts?

BSA officials can decide who gets to
join, they can require new members to
‘take an oath that is religious in nature but,
if they are to have those freedoms, they
can’t receive federal funding to do so. The
ACLU isn’t trying to make Scouting ille-
gal; it is mdkmg the playing field equal for
everyong

The ACLU defends all our rights, does it
well, and is oftentimes the only group
doing it. A lot of people object to the
ACLU’s stance on making sure that
church is separate from state. They feel
that ours is a Christian nation, and that the
Christian religion should be a part of our
government. This is, however, directly con-
trary to the wishes of our Founding Fa-
thers, particularly Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison.

Jefferson was strongly opposed to any
union of religion and government, saying,
“In every country and in every age, the
priest has been hostile to liberty. He is al-
ways in alliance with the despot, abetting
his abuses in return for protection to his
own.”

Madison said, “An alliance or coalition
between Government and religion cannot
be too carefully guarded against. ... Every
new and successful example therefore of a
perfect separation between ecclesiastical
and civil matters is of imponance . reli-
gion and government will exist in greater
purity, without rather than with the aid of
government.”

Tknow a lot of people aren’t happy about
it, but there is no legal justification for the
military sponsoring the Boy Scouts, re-
gardless of the benefits that the Boy
Scouts may or may not provide. For my
part, this court case certainly won’t make
me stop my yearly donations to the ACLU.

Senior Airman John Nixdorf
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

Euro rate hard to figure out

Could you possibly return to the old way
of telling Stripes readers what the dol-
lar-to-euro rate is?

For example, $1 equals 0.7470 euro. The
way it is presented now, for example: 1
euro costs $1.33 or whatever, never equals
the bank rate. Readers can’t figure it out.

It would be so much simpler if a soldier
could figure out $50 gets him or her 37.35
euros. Please consider this change.

Ann Burski
Giessen, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Russia exploits Ukraine’s continental divide

WASHINGTON
ow more than ever, the bedrock
idea on which U.S, foreign policy
rests is that the nation’s security is
enhanced by the spread of democ-

racy. Since 9/11 the idea has been that secu-

rity depends on democ-

George Will ratization in nations

—2" _  yithslight, if any, tradi-

= tions of popular sover-
eignty.

However, the policy
of promoting democra-
cy is a sharp scythe
that can mow down
more than the people
wielding the tool might
intend. In Ukraine’s de-
based election, Rus-
sian President
Vladimir Putin twice
campaigned for the
candidate who benefited from fraud, vio-
lence and other violations of civilized norms,
incidents that seemed to bear Putin’s signa-
ture. Commenting on Ukraine, Secretary of
State Colin Powell said: “We cannot accept
this result as legitimate because it does not
meet international standards and because
there has not been an investigation of the nu-
merous and credible reports of fraud and
abuse.”

‘Which could have been said of President
Putin’s own re-election earlier this year.
‘What President Bush said three years ago
was that he had “a sense of” Putin’s soul —
formed by 15 years in the KGB — and liked
what he sensed: “We share a lot of values.”
Events in Russia have not tempered the pres-
ident’s reiterated insistence that “freedom is
on the march.”

Putin stands athwart that march in Rus-
sia, where he has marginalized inconvenient
parties, controlled the media and used the
criminal justice system to intimidate poten-
tial rival sources of power and social authori-
ty. Now the Kremlin, which issued instruc-
tions to Ukrainian state-controlled media

during the presidential campaign, seems de-
termined to export Putinism to contiguous
countries.

Putin calls Viktor Yanukovych’s 49.46 per-
cent of the Ukrainian vote a “convincing”
victory over Viktor Yushchenko. Yushchen-
ko received 46.61 percent in his challenge to
the authoritarian regime that backed Yanuk-
ovych, who favors closer relations with Rus-
sia, in the manner of some other “managed
democracies” among former Soviet repub-

Yushchenko favors Ukrainian member-
ship in the European Union and, perhaps, in
NATO.

Criminality against Yushchenko's cam-
paign went beyond multiple instances of vio-
lence, intimidation and vote fraud. The Fi-
nancial Times reports that when Yushchen-
ko appeared before a large crowd of support-
ers in Kiev, and his face filled a large video
screen, a woman exclaimed, “Oh, how terri-
ble. He was so handsome.” His pockmarked
and scarred features are the result of what
seems to have been a poisoning that felled
him hours after dining with the head of
Ukraine’s secret service.

Russia’s attempt to control Ukraine’s des-
tiny is partly a reverberation from the disso-
lution of the Soviet empire. Russia’s desire
to envelop Ukraine within its sphere of influ-
ence is a centuries-old Russian tendency.
The novel lmpulce at work here is the trans-
formation of “Europe” from a geographic
into a political expression — and Putin’s re-
coil against that.

In its admirably sharp criticism of
Ukraine’s election, the EU is postulating cer-
tain standards of civic hygiene integral to Eu-
ropean identity. If the EU extends member-
ship to Turkey, Europe’s border will abut
Iraq. And if, in time, Ukraine joins, Europe’s
border will be within 250 miles of Moscow.

The canon of European literature in-
cludes Pushkin, Chekhov, Dostoevsky and
Tolstoy, but that does not settle the question
of Russia’s identity — its relationship to Eu-
rope. Charles de Gaulle spoke of Europe ex-
tending from the Atlantic (in some of his

T DT LiKe e Lm\(s OF THS —4 Vnms BooTH WiTH AN RN QURTAIN .

moods, from the English Channel) to the
Ural Mountains. But there is a lot of Russia
— eight time zones of it — east of there.

Ukraine has been independent for 13
years — the length of time between Ameri-
ca’s declaration of independence and the
election of its first president, when the cohe-
sion of the national entity was in doubt. Talk
of secession is rife in Ukraine’s eastern, Rus-
sian-oriented region.

The 19th century featured national consol-
idations — the United States, Germany,
Ttaly, Belgium, etc. Recently, the disintegra-
tive forces of religion, ethnicity and lan-
guage have driven events in the former Yu-
goslavia, Iraq, the former Soviet Union and
elsewhere.

Orthodox Christianity and Russian in the
east, could be the latest cauldron to boil
over.

The United States, with its foreign policy
hostage to January elections by the Palestin-
ian Authority and those in Iraq, has a stake
in Ukrainian events that is much larger than
its leverage. As Lech Walesa, hero of Po-
land’s liberation, told a mass meeting of
Yushchenko’s supporters, Poland supports
you but you must do this yourself.

The problem, in Ukraine and others
among Russia’s anxiously watching neigh-
bors, is Putin. Perhaps Secretary Powell i
tended the wide arc of hi scythe to encom-
pass Moscow when he said that corrupt elec-
tions cannot create legitimate governments.

Ukraine, where C: i and the
Ukrainian language flourish in the west and

George Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Desire to capture bin Laden stronger

The (Baltimore) Sun

he Pakistani army has pulled

back from a tribal region where

it was conducting a highly publi-

cized and entirely fruitless hunt
for Osama bin Laden. The operation, in
an area known as South Waziristan, was
reportedly conducted with American in-
telligence help from across the nearby Af-
ghan border; it succeeded primarily in
turning the local tribesmen fiercely
against the government forces. In Octo-
ber, the Pakistani military was reduced
to waging a campaign of aerial bombard-
‘ment against recalcitrant villages.

Now, according to an official announce-
ment, a newfound spirit of cooperation
among the Wazirs will allow the army to
abandon its checkpoints in the area.
Some Pakistani officials say that no signs
of the al-Qaida leader have been found,
anyway, and that suggests to them that
he’s nowhere in the vicinity.

Others reserve judgment on that point
but, in any case, using an army to chase
after an individual is not only ineffective
but often counterproductive — as Paki-
stan was discovering. The tribesmen are
riled up, and from among them a new ter-
rorist leader is emerging: Abdullah Meh-
sud, a one-legged 29-year-old whose two
years at Guantanamo failed to curb his
ardor or teach him respect for authority.

Released from Cuba in March, he orga-
nized the kidnapping of two Chinese engi-

neers this fall — one of whom was killed
by government troops attempting a res-
cue — and then took credit for the bomb-
ing of a hotel in Islamabad last month. He
has become a sensation in the Pakistani
press, and has given President Pervez
Musharraf considerably more to be con-
cerned about than has the titular head of
al-Qaida. He’s also a good example of the
way in which the United States succeeds
in making enemies for itself.

Pakistan seems — perpetually — to be
at one tipping point or another. Right now
the government is gingerly exploring

some sort of deal with India over Kash-
mir, in the northeast, and the last thing it
needs is a fundamentalist uprising in the
northwest. Defanging the Islamists is
Musharraf’s most crucial task, from his
own point of view — but it coincides with
American interests as well. It might, in
the long run, also be the best way to catch
bin Laden — if, in fact, he’s still in the Pa-
Kistani mountains. Winning over the
tribes rather than trying to pound them
into submission could leave him with no-
where to run.

In that sense, then, the current pull-

than tactics

back may be a good sign. But it’s worth
noting that no government — not the Paki-
stani government, nor the British colonial
government before it — has ever succeed-
ed in extending its writ over the tribal
areas. If Musharraf is to succeed, even in
part, it may mean dropping the pursuit of
the al-Qaida leadership for now.

‘The Bush administration should be pa-
tient on that score; though justice will be
served by the eventual capture of bin
Laden, it is more likely to be accom-
plished through stealth and ingenuity
than by a clumsy and sometimes
less-than-genuine frontal assault.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Car-related gift ideas

Dear Tom and Ray:

Its getting to be that time of
year again — time to wonder what
to get my male relatives for
Christmas. 'm sure I'm not the
only female who is confronted
with this dilemma every year.
thought you could provide some
0od ideas for holiday gifts that I
can actually locate AND afford to
buy (i.e., $25-$200). Thaniat

— Diana
RAY: Hmm. I don’t think plas-

battery dies!) and then toss it in
 trunk.

M: So, when you come out of
Rocco’s Adult Beverage and Exot-
ic Female Dancer Den at 1 in the
morning and find that you left
your lights on, you won't have to

your wife for a jump-start
(and a dope slap). These jumper
packs will run you anywhere
$50 to 5100, depending on how
powerful the battery is. But even
the basic ones will work pretty

ma TVs have well, unless

come  down . the battery is

that far yet. cllck and clack stone  cold
TOM: Sev- - d.

eral ideas Tom and Ray Magliozzi RAY: In the

come to mind, same  price

Diana. One is an inexpensive
scan tool. A scan tool is what you
plug into the car’s computer, and
it gives you all kinds of fascinat-
ing diagnostic information.

RAY: Well, it'll be fascinating
to those guys, anyway.

TOM: All cars built from 1996
on use a standard computer dlag-
nostics system called OBD
You can find several i mexpens)ve
OBD II scan tools on the market
in the $150-5200 range. Best of
all, since this is a diagnostic tool,
it will provide your loved ones
with wonderful excuses to then
go out and buy even more expen-
sive equipment with which to fix
these newly diagnosed problems!

RAY: Another idea is a re-
chargeable remote jump-starter.
T've got one of these, and it works
and it works great. It's smaller
than a car battery, and fully en-
cased in hard plastic. It has posi-
tive and negative battery cables
attached to it, and you use it to
jump-start your car when nobody
else is around. You charge it up

m a home outlet or from your
cigarette lighter (BEFORE the

range, you can get someone a per-
sonal air pump and a can of tire
sealant. Next time he has a flat
tire, instead of waiting for a tow
truck or changing the tire himself
while semis whiz by, he can pull
out his air pump, toss in the seal-
ant and fill the tire back up in five
or 10 minutes. Most of these air
pumps plug into the cigarette
lighter or run off rechargeable
batteries. And as an added bonus,
he can use it to fill up his basket-
ball, soccer ball or mﬂalable Ger-
aldu Rlverd punching

And if youre a real
cheapskale there are always Car
Talk gifts, like our CD collections
of funny car songs, or our advice
collections, like “Why You Should
Never Listen to Your Father
When It Comes to Cars.” That
stuff is cheap (as well it should
be)! And it’s at www.shameless
commerce.com,
1-888-CAR-JUNK. Really.
Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World

eb. Distributed by King Features

Syndicate inc.
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The phone booth returns

Cell-phone rooms still allow for privacy, quiet

BY EMILY CHASAN
The Wall Street Journal

Kevin Boehm knows how cruel
a cold Chicago night can be. So
last year, when he saw a man
squawking into a mobile phone
outside a restaurant in 20 degree
weather, he imagined a simple so-
lution: a cell-phone booth.

“In five years, it could be com-
pletely passe to be at a table in a
restaurant and not get up to use
the cell-phone booth” says
Boehm, who paid around $3,500
to install a plush, brown and blue
velvet-appointed booth at his own
new restaurant, called BOKA.

A discreet note on the menu
tells diners about the booth.

Just when many mannered
folks had given up on having a civ-
ilized dinner or library trip with-
out overhearing other people’s
conversations, a simple solution
seems to be calling. Phone compa-
nies have eliminated more than a
million traditional pay phones in
the past eight years, many of
them in phone booths, accordmg
to the Federal C

Boehm, BOKA’s co-owner. “This
is just America catching up.”

The quest for privacy drives 98
percent of Americans to go to an-
other room or outside when talking
on a cell phone, according to a
Sprint Corp. survey released in
July. Some retreat to a restroom to
make calls. But few things are
more irritating than having to li
ten to the sound of toilets flushing
during an important conversation,
says Jacqueline Whitmore, Sprint’s
wireless-phone-etiquette _spokes-
person; 77 percent of Sprint’s sur-
vey respondents said they were
subjected to such toilet gaffes.

“With cell phones, nothing
seems to be private anymore,”
Whitmore says.

Many of the new cell-phone
booths are part architectural
whimsy — a way for restaurant
owners to provide a point of retro
focus in their dining rooms. Oth-
ers have been added for pure ne-
cessity. Greg Pyne, owner of the
Brooklyn Cate i Sandy Springs,
Ga., got the idea in early 2003
after he was waiting for an impor-
tant call during dinner at another

Commission. Now, some restuar-
ants, libraries and other business-
es are slowing bringing back the
phone booth, sans phone this
time. Users bring their own mo-
bile phone and can talk as loud as
they want without bothering any-
body else, or being asked to step
outside.

“There was reasoning behind
the original telephone booth,” says

EXCHANGE RATES

Military rates

Euro

British pound .

Japanese yen (Det

th Koréan won (Be:

ommerci

Bahrain (Dinar) ...
British pound

upscale in Atlanta. “T
started spying around,” Pyne re-
calls. “Where would I go if T got
the call?”

The following week, he went to
a local antiques shop with a flat-
bed truck and rented a
1,700-pound British red cast-iron
telephone booth for $200 a
month. With no room inside his
cafe, he plopped it out front. Pyne
doesn’t charge to use his booth,
which is sponsored by Sprint and
has pens, paper and a picture of
Alexander Graham Bell inside.
“It’s kind of like having lhe
low-carb option on your menu,’
he says. “We’re giving them the
option to be polite.”

In Europe, where cell phone

Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint) 18;

Canada (Dolar) . useis anascent indus-

enmark (Krone

Denmark (krr try has cropped up to make and
3 promote modern  cell-phone

booths. Isomax Dekorative Lami-
nate AG, of Wiener Neudorf, Aus-

ia, is that its laminate
cladding boards could be used to

iTkary “exchanGe TaEes are” those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilties n the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the Onited-Kingdom:
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i purchasing rtish pound in Germa:
ny), check with your local militar
00 faCity. Commercial rafes ars nter-
ank rates provided for reference when
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dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
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make a cellphone booth with re-
tractable walls.

Antti Evavaara, a furniture de-
signer in Orimattila, Finland, has
sold hundreds of mobile-phone
boxes for several thousand dol-

lars each since 2002. The booths,
dubbed “Silence,” are designed
for waiting areas, airports and
hotel lobbies. They resemble
C-shaped chairs with clear side
panels. Evavaara recently an-
nounced plans to mass-produce
the box in as many as 67 colors.
The most popular color so far:
bright red.

The phenomenon isn't only for
the chic restaurant set. At East
Side Plating Inc., a metal-finish-
ing plant in Portland, Ore., compa-
ny President Gary Rhenberg
asked  Soundsuckers.com, a
soundproofing company, to de-
sign an insulated box that could
be attached to a desk or wall and
isolate workers who take orders
by cordless phone.

“I needed to deaden some
sound, but I didn’t necessarily
want to build an office,” said
Rhenberg. Now Soundsuckers
sells about a dozen custom-made
booths each year to factories and
other high-decibel industrial envi-
ronments.

Libraries also are welcoming
the booths to preserve quiet in
their reading rooms. The Univer-
sxty of Maryland’s Thurgood Mar-

I Law Library has eight Brit-
lsh style phone booths, four with
conventional phones, four dedicat-
ed to wireless calls. The booths
provide privacy for students who
are often discussing legal matters
with local attorneys, says David
Grahek, associate director for in-
struction at the library. The Bos-
ton Public Library is including a
few phoneless booths in the archi-
tectural plans for its next two
branch-renovation projects.

On the high end, booth promot-
ers seem to be competing over
who can inst e most ornate
box. The Biltmore Room in Man-
hattan, for example, has one
adorned with padded leather,
brass trim and a tiny chandelier
from the original old hotel. Boxes
like these can cost thousands of
dollars, and offer a sense of nostal-
gia for a time when well-appoint-
ed booths were ubiquitous and
smacked of mystery and ro-
mance.

The latter is precisely what
drew Mitchell Bain to the Bilt-
more Room’s booth to take a call
from his girlfriend. “You have to
keep the ‘I love you's’ private,” he
says.

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

Tlps for cutting fuel costs

BY NANCY DUNNAN

The cost of heating fuel is
going up again this winter — by
more than 25 percent, accord-
ing to some experts.

Most utility companies pub-
lish energy savings suggestions.
Check with yours by calling the
consumer hot line. Others offer
cash to customers who install ef-

ficiency equipment and weath-
er stripping

For a list of programs, check
out the Web site of The Edison

utilities group, at:
www.cei.org/wiseuse.

Financial adviser, economist and
security analyst Nancy Dunnan is

the author of “How to Invest $50 to
$5,000." She writes a weekly column
for theonlineinvestor.com
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Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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MIDEAST
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Benelux: Partly cloudy thoughout the
day. Highs in the low to mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland:_Partly cloudy to
‘mostly cloudy, with rain in the north.
Highs in the upper 30s to mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 505 to mid 60s.

France: North, mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 40s. South, cloudy with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms
throughout the day.  Highs in the low

mi

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day, with areas of rain
in the morning. Highs in the upper
30s to mid 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rain and areas of snow in
the morning. Highs in the mid 40s.

Hungary: Cloudy with isolated rain-
showers. Highs in the upper 40s.

Northern Htaly: Mostly Cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the low
id 50s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day. Highs in the
upper 60s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with areas of
fog in the morning.  Highs in the mid-
505

Norway: Southwest coast, mostly
cloudy becoming cloudy with rain
overnight.”Highs in the low 40s.
Inland, mostly cloudy becoming
cloudy with snow overnight. Highs in
the low

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with areas of rainshowers and
isolated thunderstorms throughout
the day. Highs in the 50s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy throughout the
day. Highs in the low to mid 60s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
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Check our Relocation Guide
every Saturday to find
Redltors at your new station.
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Disease concerns

CHARLOTTE

Poor Rudolph won't
join in any reindeer games
in North Carolina this holi-
day season.

ried about chronic- wast-
ing disease —
deer-family equwalenl -
of mad cow disease —
have banned the
transportation  of

deer, elk, caribou and reindeer
within the state.

They have also blocked the im-
port of the animals from other
states in an effort prevent the
spread of the disease to the wild
deer population.

That keeps deer farmers from
moving the animals to Christmas
parties, hayrides and other holiday
events and is costing some of them
thousands of dollars.

The rules are a reaction to a fatal
disease that has infected deer in at
least 12 states, devastating entire
herds. The state Wildlife Commis-
sion approved temporary rules two
years ago designed to stop the dis-
ease from being carried into North
Carolina. The rules became perma-
nent this summer.

Police drive Chevys?

BONNERS FERRY — She’s
not exactly the little old lady
from Pasadena.

Nita Friedman, 66, led police on
a puttering pursuit, driving at or
under the speed limit for 15 miles
through two counties.

The creeping chase on U.S. High-
way 95 ended when three of Fried-
man’s tires were blown out by a
spike strip.

Police chief Mike Hutter said
Friedman reported being confused
because she was being pulled over
by a four-wheel-drive Chevy Sil-
verado pickup with lights in the
grill. He said Friedman told Hut-
ter she was from New York, and
that in New York police drive cars.

State wildlife officials wor- ‘E]

i

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Thursday, citing declining inter-
est.

“I feel sad,” club president Ber-
nard Kensky sai

Fewer club members were tak-
ing part in sporting and scholastic
activities for children, and fewer
kids were getting involved in club
events, according to Kensky.

The group worked with schools
to hold essay, spelling and public
speaking contests for students,
sponsored a youth bowling league
and organized golf tournaments
and football and basketball events.

A bicycle derby sponsored by
the club and the Quakertown po-
lice department drew only 12 chil-
dren last year, down from previous
attendance of S0 to 70 children,
Kensky said.

“Four or five people would come
to meetings and only two or three
people would help out with the ac-
tivities,” Kensky said. “I don’t
know why people stopped getting
involved.”

The Optimist Club is an interna-
tional organization that formed in
1920. The Quakertown chapter
started in 1980 with 35 members,
bul d.ropped to 15 members this

Qu ertown is about 35 miles
north of Philadelphia.

Surgeon pr | dead

“She just doesn’t
that she was doing anything
wrong,” Hutter said.

The chase started in Bonner
County after Hutter got reports of
areckless driver.

Hutter said when he flipped on
his lights and siren, it looked as if
Friedman was pulling over. But
she allegedly got back on the road-
way and sped up to legal speeds be-
tween 50 mph and 60 mph.

Though Friedman never sped
during the chase and even stopped
behind a left-turning vehicle in
Elmira, Hutter said he asked State
Police to put a spike strip in the
roadway.

When Friedman reached the
spike strip, about three miles into
Boundary County, she drove over
it, stopped for a moment and then
started driving again. But three of
her tires were flattened, prevent-
ing her from getting far.

Friedman was charged with
eluding police and reckless driv-
ing.

She was jailed on $600 bail.

Not feeling optimistic

QUAKERTOWN — It's a

glum day for optimists.
After 24 years of community ser-
vice, the Quakertown Optimists
Club is calling it quits. They’re
holding their last meeting on

SAN FRANCISCO — A na-
tionally renowned San Fran-
cisco surgeon is presumed dead
after vanishing while abalone div-

A hunting day

Deer hunter Todd Kingston walks
back to the woods to continue
hunting outside West Liberty, Pa.,
in Butler County.

%

f-fr

ing off the Mendocino

County Coast.

A search-and-res-
cue team found an aba-
lone pry bar and mea-
suring tool belonging to
William Krupski on Mon-
day near the spot where he
was last seen south of the
coastal town of Mendocino.
No other sign of Krupski was
found, Mendocino  County
Sheriff’s Lt. Don Miller said.

Krupski, a vascular sur-
geon at Kaiser-Permanente Medi-
cal Center in San Francisco, was
abalone diving with his wife, Ann.

Their floats drifted away in a

strong current; Krupski's wife
swam about 30 yards to retrieve
them while he continued diving, ac-
cording to Miller and family mem-
bers. She told sheriff’s investiga-
tors that her husband was gone
when she returned.

“We know by what his wife told
us that he was tired, but he was
also intent on getting the last of the
three abalone you are allowed to
get on a sport fishing license,” said
Miller, who is an abalone diver
himself. “We don’t know what hap-
pened. No one witnessed it.”

Archdiocese in the black

INDIANAPOLIS — The

Roman Catholic Archdio-
cese of Indianapolis expects to end
2004 in the black after seven years
of deficits. The shortfalls of as
much as $2 million a year were
caused by rising health care costs
for employees and rising property
insurance costs, officials said.

Chair accused of conflicts

DENVER — A consumer

advocacy group asked the
chairman of the Public Utilities
Commission to step down during
upcoming hearings on a request by
Qwest Communications to ease reg-
ulations.

The group accused Gregory Sop-
kin of violating conflict-of-interest
rules when he took a leadership po-
sition on a board indirectly funded
by Qwest and other companies.

Ice museum under way

FAIRBANKS — Chena Hot

Springs Resort began con-
struction of a four-gallery ice muse-
um and chapel to be used for wed-
dmgs Owner Bernie Karl says he
and ice carver Steve Brice learned
important lessons since being
forced to allow the Aurora Ice
Hotel to melt last winter after ice
chandeliers collapsed.

Innocence project ready

cT HARTFORD — The state

public defender’s office is
ready to launch a program aimed
at finding and freemg innocent peo-
ple in state prisons. The Connecti-
cut Innocence Project will seek out
case evidence, especially DNA,
that can exonerate inmates.

Rep. open to audit idea

TALLAHASSEE — Repre-

sentative Ron Reagan, the
new chairman of the House com-
mittee that deals with elections,
said he’s open to considering the
idea of backup paper audit trails
for touch-screen votmg machines.
The systems were used in 15 Flori-
da counties this year.

Lit with holiday spirit = goomonerei®s fvers ree

lights to the Caveman Bridge in Grants Pass, Ore.

Rldlng on the shore ~Yitpstas sstmtors

an outgoing tide left behind a scattering of shells.

: Larry Baldwin, Neuse Riverkeeper,
Fish out of water examines a Mola Mola (Ocean Sun-
fish) that washed ashore 5 miles below New Bern, N.C., on the Neuse
River. The more than 300 pound fish was spotted swimming along the
shore and residents tried to push it out to deep water but it returned to
the beach and died. The Mola Mola is not rare along the ocean beaches
but is unusual this far up a brackish river.
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art gallery in downtown Kansas City, Mo., as the snow swirled around them.

v ulk "

All covered up Snow falls on a cougar sculpture at Cougar

Plaza in Pullman, Wash. Pullman is home to
the Washington State University Cougars.

Surfing day done
Surfer Joe Hiragawa leaves the
water as the sun sets over Ocean
Beach, San Francisco, on Tuesday.

Seagulls gather along a railing on the Chicago River to catch a
few rays of morning sun as temperatures dipped below freezing

Trying to catch some sun

in Chicago.

1 dead in bridge collapse

NEW TOWN — A section

of a huge bridge under con-
struction over a Missouri River res-
ervoir collapsed, Killing one work-
er and injuring three others, offi-
cials said.

The 4,200-foot Four Bears Bridge
is to be the longest in North Dakota
when it is finished, and at $55 mil-
lion the most expensive transporta-
tion project undertaken by the
state. It will replace a narrow, out-
dated bridge over Lake Sakakawea.

Gwen Lanzer, a spokeswoman
for St. Louis-based Fru-Con Con-
struction, which began work on the

project in May 2003, said the compa-
ny was trying to determine what
happened.

The bridge was scheduled to be
completed next summer.

Burial records on Web

SPRINGFIELD — History

buffs who want to know
who’s buried next to Abraham Lin-
coln soon will be able to search dig-
ital versions of Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery’s earliest burial records on the
Internet. The cemetery gets 2.5
million visitors each year.

Former judge arrested

INVERNESS — Gary Gra-

ham, whose controversial ju-
dicial career in Citrus County
ended a decade ago with his remov-
al from the bench, was arrested
and accused of committing sex
crimes against two 10-year-old

firls.

Graham, 56, is charged with two
counts of lewd and lascivious con-
duct and one count of sexual bat-
tery on a child younger than 12, an
arrest report showed. He was
being held without bail in the Cit-
rus County jail.

Graham has been a subject of
controversy through much of his
legal career. As county court
judge, Graham once ordered a
man to kill poisonous snakes that
had bitten a neighbor and were
ruled a menace.

He sent several people to jail for
using foul language or otherwise
acting contemptuously in court.

Man, officer disagree

BELLE VERNON — A man

accused of pointing a load-
ed handgun at a police officer says
he’s only guilty of wearing tight
Jjeans.

Sean Eldon Duvall, 36, was arrest-
ed Tuesday on charges including ag-
gravated assault and reckless en-
dangerment for the June 18 inci-
dent.

Southwest Regional Police Detec-
tive Sgt. James Rega said in court
papers that Duvall left his car with
the .38-caliber revolver hidden
under papers and aimed it at him
when he stopped to see if Duvall
needed help.

Duvall told The Associated Press
that he didn’t need help; he said he
was just stepping out of his car to go
to a friend’s house to play chess.

Duvall acknowledged he had his
gun with him, but said he has a per-
mit to carry it, which he tried to
show Rega. By law, the gun must be
concealed, but Duvall said he
couldn’t conceal it under his pants
while sitting in his car because his
jeans were too tight.

Duvall said that’s why left the car
with the gun sandwiched among
some magazines.

“The magazines were the bread
and the gun was the meat,” he said.

A district justice is scheduled to
hear both sides of the story on Dec.
15,

Ship decommissioning

PASCAGOULA — The

USS Yorktown will be re-
moved from service Friday during
a decommissioning ceremony, two
months after its sister ship, Ticond-
eroga, was towed from the Naval
Station Pascagoula. The Yorktown
will join Ticonderoga at the Navy’s
Inactive Ships Maintenance Facili-
ty in Pennsylvania.

Skip Mass if you're sick

BOSTON — Roman Catho-

lic leaders in Springfield
and Boston are urging influen-
za-prone parishioners to forego
handshakes and communion wine,
and Springfield Bishop Timothy
McDonnell is excusing ill church-
goers from Mass altogether. The
recommendations follow a flu vac-
cine shortage. McDonnell also said
that receiving both the communion
wafer and a sip of wine “is general-
Iy encouraged but is not a necessi-
ty,” and that bread alone will suf-
fice. The “sign of peace” between
parishioners — typically a hand-
shake — can be accomplished as
easily with “a slmple and friendly
nod and/or wave,” he said.

Da Vinci dispute ongoing
EVANSVILLE — Jurors
could decide next summer if

Leonardo da Vinci scribbled in the

‘margins of a rare Renaissance-era

book, the subject of a legal dispute

that will require document experts
and handwriting specialists.

The dispute centers around a
2001 contract concerning a
15th-century text that is valuable in
its own right as a rare book. It could
be worth significantly more if da
Vinci made the notations in the mar-
gins.

The Evansville couple who
owned the manuscript and hired an
art dealer to sell it for them contend
the handwriting is da Vinci’s; the
dealer contends it’s a forgery.

This week, lawyers for both sides
agreed the disputed manuscript
will remain with the Akron, Ohio,
art dealer and won’t be sold or dis-
posed of until the suit is resolved.

Enormous gallstone

LOS ANGELES — A gall-

stone the size of a golf ball
— about 16 times the size of a nor-
mal one — has been removed from
a 56-year-old man, doctors say. The
massive growth was the result of a
stent inadvertently left in his body
from a pancreatic operation more
than a decade ago.

Gonzalo Medina underwent sur-
gery Monday at a hospital in Los An-
geles. The procedure “went fine,”
according to his doctor, Ian Ken-

ner.

“In 30 years of treating gall-
stones, I have never seen one of this
size,” Kenner said, adding it was
amazing that Medina wasn’t killed
by it. “It’s a tribute to the human
body, and in thls case, a particular-
ly resilient one.”

More than a year ago, Medina
began suffering from chills, stom-
ach pain and fever.

Medina previously underwent a
procedure that sends shock waves
to the gallstone to fragment it while
the patient is submerged in water.
He will likely face more operations,
doctors said.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Officials eye Knight in awards melee

Police and probation officials have been reviewing
video of the melee at the Vibe Awards show to determine
if Marion “Suge” Knight played a role in the altercation.

The rap producer has denied any involvement in the in-
cident in which a man struck Dr. Dre twice, sparking a
brawl in which the attacker was stabbed and seriously in-
jured.

Dre, who real name is Andre Young, met with authori-
ties Monday at the Santa Monica police station and de-
manded that his attacker, Jimmy “James” Johnson, be
charged with assault and battery.

Videotape shows Johnson punching Dre on Nov. 16 at
the second annual awards show. Johnson was then
stabbed, allegedly by Young Buck, a rapper who is a pro-
tege of Dr. Dre.

Young Buck, whose real name is David Darnell Brown,
surrendered Nov. 19 to authorities and is scheduled to be
arraigned Dec. 20.

The force is with Cal State Long Beach

“Star Wars” creator George Lucas donated $100,000 to
California State University, Long Beach, for film depart-
ment scholarships and equipment.

Lucas donated the money at the request of the Depart-
ment of Film and Electronic Arts. Although Lucas attend-
ed the University of Southern Califor-
nia, director Steven Spielberg, his
close friend, went to Cal State Long

The university needed the money
to fix or repair equipment damaged
| by an October storm. A satellite dish
on the department’s building fell
through the roof during the storm, al-
lowing water to seep into the build-

ing.

The department may not have
been able to restore damaged camer-
as, projectors and videotape ma-
chines without the Lucas donation,
department chair Craig Smith said recently.

The university’s two-year undergraduate film program
is popular among aspiring filmmakers. Alumni include
John Dykstra, who won an Oscar for visual effects for
“Star Wars”; David Twohy, who wrote and directed
“Pitch Black” and “The Chronicles of Riddick”; and
Mark Steven Johnson, writer and director of “Daredev-
il

Lucas

Prince Harry’s knee injury bothersome

Prince Harry will delay his entry into Britain’s presti-
gious military academy to allow him to fully recover from
a knee injury, royal officials said.

Harry had been due to enroll at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in January. But
the office of his father, Prince
Charles, said Tuesday that Harry
wouldn't start until May.

The 20-year-old, who is third in
line to the throne, injured his knee
several months ago while he was
training with the army before his
entry test for Sandhurst.

His knee has continued to trouble
him in recent months and the injury
sidelined him from playing polo dur-
ing a stay at a polo farm in Argentina
this month.

Tuesday’s statement said Harry
wanted to make sure he was 100 percent prepared for his
entry to the academy, where students face a grueling
schedule in their first weeks.

Nanny sues Imus, his wife and networks

A former nanny who worked for Don Imus has sued
the radio and television personality, claiming he wrong-
fully fired her, chased her off his New Mexico ranch in
the middle of the night, and then trashed her on his radio
show.

Nichole C. Mallette, 24, says in court papers that Imus
apparently became upset about a small knife that she car-
ried in a sheath on her belt, and about a cap pistol she had
brought to the ranch for his 6-year-old son.

She says the boy had told her he had permission to play
with cap guns at the ranch but the lawsuit, filed Monday,
says she never gave the cap pistol to the boy.

Mallette is seeking unspecified damages, saying she
was wrongfully terminated, defamed and subjected to in-
tentional emotional distress. Her lawsuit names Imus, his
wife, NBC, MSNBC and Westwood One.

Stories and photos from wire reports

&k The series was a blend of great slapstick — Fran is a
wonderful physical comedian and obviously had studied Lucille Ball
a lot — but it was also a very sweet, romantic comedy,
and a fish-out-of-water story. ¥

Charles Shaughnessy
actor who played Maxwell Sheffield on “The Nanny”

That unmistakable whine is back! Fran Drescher, center, hosts a reunion of the cast from her sitcom “The Nanny” at her

seaside Malibu, Calif., home.

A nosh to remember

Fran Drescher throws reunion
party for cast of ‘The Nanny’

BY BRIDGET BYRNE
The Associated Press

MALIBU, Calif. — Fran Drescher’s distinctive voice
cuts through the noisy chaos of actors and production peo-
ple crowding the deck of her beachfront home.

“Hi, everyone. How you doing?”

The star, known for her nasally whine, Yiddish exclama-
tions, and ability to make a word like “wow” last as long as
a sentence, was hosting a reunion of the cast from “The

The gathering was staged as a dinner party where the
leading lady and her co-stars reminisced. Their
semi-scripted chatter was then intercut with clips from the
series, which ran on CBS from 1993 to '99.

The result: “The Nanny Reunion: A Nosh to Remember”
airing Dec. 6 on Lifetime, which shows weekday reruns of
the sitcom.

At first, Drescher was reluctant to do a reunion special
about Fran Fine, the middle-class girl from Queens who
stumbles into a job taking care of a rich man’s kids.

“Much as Ilove the show — I TiVo reruns so I can watch
it whenever I want — I was feeling like I need to grow as
an artist and let the audience see me doing other things,”
Drescher says.

In a case of classic Hollywood deal making, a compro-
mise was struck: To get Drescher to agree, Lifetime of-
fered her the chance to direct and appear on “Strong Medi-
cine.”

The episode she directed aired in September, and the
guest shot came on the medical drama’s 100th episode in
October. She played a uterine cancer patient who sues an
insurance company for not including basic tests in their
policies.

(The 47-year-old Drescher, who survived the same kind
of cancer, is a vocal advocate for women’s health care and
wrote the best sellers “Cancer Schmancer” and “Enter
Whining.”) So was the use and disruption of Drescher’s
home also in the reunion deal? Seems it was more about
correctness than career.

“T stuck my foot in my mouth and said, ‘Wait a minute.

Why don’t we do it at my house? never thinking it was
going to be such an enormous undertaking,” Drescher
says. “But I'm an overachiever and if I was going to do this
reunion show, it was very important to me that it be done
correctly. That means being inventive, being original, mak-
ing it better than the regular run-of-the-mill ones, having it
be funnier.”

She co-opted ex-husband Peter Jacobson, with whom
she created the series, to direct. The lavish food was pre-
pared by one of Wolfgang Puck’s restaurants. The one
thing she couldn’t arrange was the weather, which lacked
the sunset-over-the-sea that had been hoped for.

The cast members who attended included everyone but
Daniel Davis (the butler) who was working out of town.

Drescher’s parents, Morty and Sylvia Drescher, were
there, her mother being a look-alike for Renee Taylor, who
played Fine’s mother, Sylvia.

The series included many familial incidents drawn from
Drescher’s real upbringing. “I tapped into a simpler time
in my life surrounded by all the rich and wonderful charac-
ters I grew up with,” says Drescher.

She describes Fine as “fun, funny, immature and sexy.
Her life was much less complicated than mine and I really
liked being in her skin everyday.”

Charles Shaughnessy, who played Fine’s boss and love
interest, Maxwell Sheffield, says the series was a “blend of
great slapstick — Fran is a wonderful physical comedian
and obviously had studied Lucille Ball a lot — but it was
also a very sweet, romantic comedy, and a fish-out-of-
water story.”

Drescher is getting back into sitcoms next year in a WB
series currently titled “Shacking Up.” She describes her
character as “a sexy divorcee who's living with a man
‘much, much younger — closer to her son’s age.”

But moving from Fran Fine in “The Nanny” to Fran
Reeves in the new sitcom won’t mean leaving behind the es-
sentials that made Drescher famous.

“It’s always more or less that larger-than-life persona.
They wrap it in another story, but the audience kind of ac-
cepts it, because it’s really me,” she says, laughing, well,
just like Fran.
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Horoscope

The moon void of course this
morning contributes to the general
mood of restlessness and anticipa-
tion of ... what? That sense
of not knowing is both
maddening and delicious.
As long as we stay in the
dark, whatever it is behind
the proverbial door No. 3
becomes the projection of
all our hopes. What are you
wishing for?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 3). Life is as
fancy free as you allow it to
be. Loved ones influence
you in new ways — your
interests are changing, and
your relationships bloom with the
shift. Get out of town, and take a
well-deserved break next month.
Luck comes from the people you
meet on your journeys, especially
water signs (Pisces, Scorpio and
Cancer)

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Just when a situation starts to feel
like it's taking over your life, a friend
offers a chance for adventure. You
remember adventure, right? Consid-
er how many of the seven wonders
of the world you've seen. Explore.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You usually can be counted on as
the emotional rock, the stabilizing
force, the one who soldiers on no
matter what. So the effusively senti-
mental mood you're in today is seen
as an anomaly and may amuse
loved ones.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your role as “whistle-blower” is
tough for you, as you are used to
being liked by all sides. You'll be the
one 1o spot the element of the plan
(or the character involved) that is on
the shifty side (ff not downright
indecent or dangerous)

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Bring plenty of initiative to the table.
When you dare to want more, you're
more likely to find a way to get
more. Someone who knows the
secret shortcuts is nearby. Tum up
your instinct, and locate this person.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
super volcano that is now Yellow-
stone devastated the Westem Hemi-

Holiday

sphere some 640,000 years ago.
Now, it's the first and most fantastic
national park. There's hope for that
area of your life you currently think is
a catastrophe.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

You can't believe what you hear.

Someone close may be

Mathis  trying to smirch a per-
ceived rival by spreading
false rumors. Sticking up
for the underdog is just
one of the ways you
make a difference in this
crazy world.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Lifeisa
game, and you are, in the
hippest sense of the
word, a player. A clever
maneuver you make in
the early part of a project gives you
the edge that will keep you in the
lead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Sometimes in life, as in chess, a
pawn must be sacrificed in order to
gain an attacking position. Be smart.
Make sure you completely under-
stand your role in a situation. See
that the pawn isn't you

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You relate your story well. In
fact, you're such a witty teller of
anecdotes that you'll be invited to
see new places and get to know
new people. It's fun to care for the
non-verbal ways you communicate
to the world, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You'l find yourself being re-
viewed in some way. Others shiver
and shake under such circumstanc-
es, but you're as ready and cool as
a Swiss Alps ski vacation. You coast
your way into a beautiful offering.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You have no time to waste. Then
again, you have never considered
taking a different route home or
venturing into the unknown to be a
waste of time! A field trip is featured,
especially one that is short, direct
and memorable.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're not alone in what you be-
lieve, but your communication style
is pretty unique. Finding people you
relate to is the unconscious quest of
the day. A witty gambit opens a
fascinating conversation.

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

BOY SNIOPY, YOURE
A GREAT DANCER. 40U
‘\WMYJPFN: FL)R A

I'M SURE GLAD YOU CAME WITH (€ ...
I'VE NEVER HAD 50 MUCH FUN IN AlL
MY LIFE..T DON'T THINK ANYTHING
COULD SPOIL THIS EVENING FOR ME ...

Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Hi and Lois Cathy Zits

Beetle Bailey

Red and Rover

T WONDER wiY MAN W&

CRUNCHY ! WHAT
ARE \oU DoiNG

AND 50,
T REED o

NOFONL‘(!SITTHE%ZEWA
GHOE BOK, TREREG NOSCREEN,
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€ PETICOAT 7 |

I GOTTA CokAE i
WITH AN 17

OR
MY QFIENFE PRO_IECT

SPEECH ANI
IMPRO‘/EMENTE

IcouLp GDOVERYOUR
KE

YOU THINK
502 GIVE IT

G tyer s o e W s

A man leaves work
at five ¢'clock. He
lives five miles
away.

H
H
3|
H
H
H
)

At what time does|
he arrive home?

“Normally his drive home
takes only seven minutes.
This evening, however,

it taktes three-times that.

1 WROTE
THAT PART!

LATE/ Aue 1T HAD
EEETER NOT B

TQIJAVE AF EN mms

ON THE WAY HOME AN
THEN DRVE wuu« ?

/"\/

j;g;

P55 T | HEW, KID, WHERE'D 66T

THE WERD'LOKN' B{}‘( FRIEND?

Better or Worse

Ezzlws !
e TG car

MAYBE THATE WHY
PEOPLE HIAVE ALWAYS.

WHICH PROVES THE)
EEALy 1;:1 E
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FiNALLY, T

You mean, |
'S0ON-=To=

Werrsy
Clhridinas

Anyway

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

s

-

13

<

H

[
A CAED FOR YOUR. BIfTH~
Dy, QUZEN TDA"

<

-]

Baby Blues

LMo OR
MOTORBIKE -
WHAT'S THE.

DIFFERENCEY

Spider Man

THEN WEAR:
X2
SWERTOUIRT,

GWEATSWIRT, SWENTER, SLApE
NDWITTEN L OWN 6 g

THROW THIS _
LOONEY INTHE
DUNGEON !

IN FALT, EVERY COBT, TACKET,

ATSCHOOL,
7

A€ VOUBOYSIN ) / WE SURE ARE,

THEBOWLNG 4 ANDWE

LEAGUE AGAN
THS VEAR?

Blondie

SPONSORING

HOW ABOUT
VOUR LA PR
4 Y

Us, cLaU:

a>

1
‘o dillbertoom _seotadsms soicom

T PROBABLY SHOULDN'T
I GAE)': :’)HE SAY THIS, BUT EVERY-
TRUST VR ONE IN MY COMPANY
BIGGEST CUSTOMER EXCEPT ME T6
$0 THEY'LL ONLY ESCAPED FELON.

DEAL WITH ME

15> 62008 Scatt Adams, . /Dt by UFS e

|
B

Dilbert

V21 never FoceeT TiE
FIRST WORDS MY MOTHER
SAIC AFTER SHE MET YOU /.

Across
Fool
Likely
Basketball ploy
“The — Daba
Honeymoon"
Magnon preceder
Old-time
marketplace
Verb in a
limerick's first line
Attendance
check
NYC hrs.
Borden mascot
Unwilling to listen

57 1940s headline
word
58 Sandra or Ruby

Down

1 Cut lumber
2 Humiliate
3 Trattoria selection
4 Dental distress
5 Bout before the

main event
6 Raise a glass to
7 Chantilly, for one
8 Past
9 “Embraceable —"
10 Coffee vessel

25 Sinbad's bird

26 Stick with a kick

28 Whammy

30 Calf-feed-teria

31 Big bother

32 Basilica bench

33 The whole
enchilada

36 Longest wholly
Spanish river

37 Woman, to an
Aussie

40 Veep who resigned

42 Made public

43 Emperor’s edict

44 Don't discard

s
B0
]
=

GOOP OR

SANTA CLAUS KNOWS IF
YOU'RE

eAD

BUT POES HE KNOW I'M
US?

£ s omves 123

: 11 Mr. Sajak 45 Salt Lake squad
22 “Monty Python’ 17 Intervertebral 46 Use a teaspoon
opener structure 48 Upper limit
23 Section 21 Concentrate 49 — shoestring
27 Resistance unit 23 Shrivel with heat 50 One (Pref.)
29 Warning signal 24 Pink slip 51 Love, in a sense
31 Quickly Answer to Previous Puzzle
34 Putup
35 Posh [IE BEEA BAMNE
37 Pouch HFAN BNEEB ENER
38 Temple U. team wln[1|P[L[A[S[HIMP[o[E[T
39 Ci cry
41 Session with a Plo TIE[LILIEIRIS
shrink e[ 1[Flr S QF
45 Desires AJLfL Y|CIL[E
47 Guitar's kin LII|O|N SIH|AW
48 “You betchal” L[alP]A 1[c]E
52 Greek cross T PlE[R
53 Sandy’s mistress OlE|D[1 5-
54 New Haven olCIElO Hlo|D
collegian STLTATN RITIE
55 Double curve
56 Milkmaids burden LS AV'\,‘ s TiLle
12-3 CRYPTOQUIP
C ZRUWYI CM XCKKRIJRV
S1Y XI1ISQYWwW WLICUB
PLITCKSUYV. SMHYI S1171,
HPYQ IY PCBP ZCUWV.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BUILDING WERE
PRETTY, WITH IVY COVERING MUCH OF IT, IT
WOULD BE SIMPLY DE-VINE!
Today's Cryptoquip Cluc: J equal L
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The needle and the damage done JUNUELE

Dear Abby: A person very
dear to my heart, “Ruth,” has
always donated to her communi-
ty blood drives. It's a form of
philanthropy she enjoys. Ruth
remarried a few months ago and
asked her new husband, “Tony,”
to attend the blood drive
with her. His reply left
her stunned and
changed her life forever.
Tony confided that in his
youth, he had been a
needle-type drug user
and now he can’t give
blood.

Mind you, Tony is a
good, hardworking,
straight-arrow man now,
but he was foolish in his
youth. When Ruth went
to the blood drive, she was
asked: “In the past 12 months
have you slept with anyone who
has ever used a needle?” She
explained that yes, as a teenag-
er, her husband had done drugs.
She was told that as long as she
is with Tony, she can’t give

Dear

blood anymore. Ruth is hurt and
angry at her husband for what
he took from her. I feel lost as a
friend about what to say to help
her.

Abby, Tony’s drug use was
more than 27 years ago. Is Ruth
right that this will
follow them forever
and she can never give
blood again?

— Gift of Life Gone
in Maryland

Dear Gift: Your letter
is a pertinent reminder
that youthful experi-
mentation can have
lifelong consequences.

Those rules were
established for a good
reason — to protect our
blood supply.

It might lift your friend’s spirits
if you remind her that there are
other things she can do to contrib-
ute to her community. She could
volunteer to work at the blood
drive in some capacity other
than a donor. She could also hold
a bake sale to raise funds for

Dear Abby

“the cause.” Rather than blam-
ing her husband at this late date,
she should respect the rules and
explore her other options.

Dear Abby: My nephew, who
is also my godson, has decided
to marry my youngest step-
daughter. Which side of the
church should I sit on — the
bride’s or the groom’s side? My
husband and children think I
should sit on the groom’s side. I
am afraid someone will feel hurt
no matter what I do.
— Betwixt and Between
in Florida
Dear Betwixt: Ask your neph-
ew and stepdaughter where they
would like you to sit and abide
by their decision. The alternative
would be to bring a folding chair
and sit in the middle.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,

Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arncld and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

REFIA

Hows
the sandwich?

©2004 Trioume Media
Al Rights Reserved

[GRReE |
HOONO®

LARIAC

HOW THE DINING
CRITIC

OONONERN- &
CARNML.,

Now arrange the circled letters to

FELBAF
form the surprise answer, as

(XXt 1
A by the above cartoon.
000000000
(00000000
{Answers tomorrow)
STOOP APRON MEDLEY UNHOOK

Jumbles:

Universal Press Syndicate

TS Answer:  What her college-bound son did when Mom

taught him to do laundry — “SOAKED"” IT UP

Brother teaching niece intolerance .., circs

Dear Annie: vy
cousin, “Steve,” is a homo-
sexual, He is very nice
and compassionate, but
lives far away, and we see
him only once or twice a
year.

My brother never had a
good relationship with
Steve, and the old con-
flicts have now started to
reappear. At a recent
family gathering, my
niece told my daughter
that Steve was a “bad
man” because he’s gay and not to
be nice to him or “you could catch
the disease.”

T was shocked to hear these
cruel statements coming from
such an innocent child’s mouth,
until I learned that my brother
had been teaching her these
things. I'm horrified that this has
been going on, but reluctant to
start yet another conflict. What
should I do?

Annie’s

— Tolerant Cousin
Dear Cousin: Shame on your
brother for deliberately reinforc-
ing ignorance in his own child
and teaching her to be intolerant.

Mailbox

Make sure your own
children are better
informed, and if your
niece should say any of
these things in your
presence, feel free to
correct her misimpres-
sions. Unfortunately,
unless you are willing
to get into a fight with
your brother, you can-
not otherwise tell him
how to raise his child.

Dear Annie: 1 have
been happily married for over 20
years to a wonderful man who is
10 years younger. The age differ-
ence has never been an issue until
recently, when my husband decid-
ed to wash the years out of his
hair. The distinguished and very
attractive gray is completely gone.
He looks quite youthful, and now
our age difference is very notice-
able.

All these years I have tried to
look my best in a wholesome way
— healthy lifestyle, practical
makeup and a positive attitude.
This latest development makes
me feel old. My husband refuses
to take my concerns seriously. He

laughingly says it's HIS hair, HIS
body, HIS choice and it's no big
deal.

My annoyance is now turning to

frustration and obsession. Should

I be considering plastic surgery?
— The Older Wife

Dear Older Wife: Do you have
reason to suspect your husband’s
new look is a sign of dissatisfac-
tion with you or an effort to make
himself more attractive to younger
women? If so, plastic surgery isn't
going to fix it, and if not, it is @
drastic step to take because you
are feeling insecure.

If the situation were reversed,
would you consider it a problem?
Probably not. Unless you believe
something else is going on, please
don’t turn this into “Extreme
Makeover.” Remember, the most
important thing is a youthful
attitude. Talk to your husband
about your fears so he can reas-
sure you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
nnie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

©2004 Bi Keare, n.
it by King Faaiures Syne
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“No! How ’bout a MICKEYvan?”
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STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSH: 349-8203
or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Attorneys 886 |T
L

Attorney Joe Maiss
Full Service Law firm
US & German Divarces

Office: Heidelberg ‘Tel: 06221-727-8595
LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
U'S. Attorney at Law

S. Federal

Employment Law, Ad
Personal Injury and
Claims, International Contracts and
Immigration Law.
Darmstidier Landstrafie 164, 60598 Frankiurt am Main
Tel: (06108) 7975 79 Fax: (06108) 79 96 22

Frankfurt
Konstanze Sa mn
Internation:
Mal| ;ut e Car Adcicanta
181 - 27

Phor
Bl sehmen @ Hlsaploniing.d

www.court-martial-defense.com

av Vas defening sery Courts-Maria
Law es|| D: Court
[Phone: (069) 30 10 72 || Fax: (069) 30 12 68|
David.Court @ T-online.de 48 Frankfurt, Germany
I

902

Dental

I
BOTH OF THESE PEOPLE ARE
!l'IAIIlﬂ'EIIIIG THEIR TEETH!

ODONTICS

caLLToDAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237)
Weskand & vening Appontments Avtiale
it Hiles

s USAF + Universy of Marylnd

Internet Services 600
v 4 DSL and Cell service now
Pifner oty ot e sy

« DSL FLAT RATE
+SAME DAY ACTIVATION
ERVICES ANI
~SUFPORT IN ENGLISH

B call us: 06221750050
B fax us: 062217500855
3 e-mait postoffice@pjsnet com
e Visit: ww pjsnt com

NTHERNET ACCESS

WWW.

DSL Flat Rate €29.90
Unlimited Time & Volume or
Internet Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
1

STANDARD ISSUE

MEETS A NEW STANDARD

estripes.osd.mil

STARSW#STRIPES.

Your Homefown Newspaper

Adltfonal savings
Junt or tailing = frisndl
Vou coutd wvan
Py e for FREE!

Fly To The States for as low as

299 Euro

Round Trip incl. Tax!

call toll free 0800-! 5878359

U Warld af

TUl
DISCOUNT FLIGHT

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan

@ sz ean www.flyusave.com
Travel Center  pht 0180-5007427
«iri_Military Travel International
Over a million airfares worldwide
Aschaffenburgerst 64 ¢ 63457 Honow
fax: 06181-906690 © e-moil: mii@mitravel de
Call 06181-906690

Mon - Fri: Vum'bv":'Sm 1om.-2pm
www.mfitravel.de

Super Specials World Wide
Specisgé MinarfFares
Rentals

—
=)

Last Minute Offers Around the World

CallChristine 0¢ 0620227062

Now Stars and Stripes newspaper
is also available electronically.
Get your copy for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil

Long Distance
Service

660

Buy

Stripes this
Sunday

and eve; 5
Y POI RTUGAL:

Sunday to ||| TyRKEY:

get your

scene!

gn Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!

THE Lowest Phone Ralss 1o the USA (48 States)

20c

5.9¢

7.9c

9.9c

29c
Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
Credit Card | US Bank Debitl
Iemized Monthly Biling!
24/7 Live Customer Support

0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
900-961-538
1-402-392-7513
info@militel.net

Financial Services

Tax Assistance 940

LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
$700 - $15,000
USLOANS
For E-Z Online Service. Visit Our Website at
WWW.USLoans.cc
Tel. (049) 06371-17222 or 91789 1-Fax
E-Mail: USLoansramstein@
Toll Free Tel. 0800-USLOANS (875-6267)
Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Open ALL Holidays
ity Londers

2633

smssemic

T
‘Worldwide Loan Services for active

U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germany 0B0Dyesioan taly/Bedgium 00800yesloans
USA 167Tomniusa  or go 1o waw.yesomai.com

OHI

"We love

STARSUSTRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

Wherever You Go, We Go.

|
Sure, you could get
your refund faster.
When the IRS gets a drive-thru.
File electronically with our
Rapid Refund service and get your
refund in half the time.

HsR BLOCK
Rudlf-Oiesel 5tr9
35394 Giessen
Tel:0641-9446698
Aschafenburger e 66

Landstuhier Str 63
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
Tel:06371-617411
Luwigshoher S 1395

5 Damstad

Tek06161 574775 574780 Tok 06151665020

Transgonalion 944
T

TNTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shltrmg(o/lmm US & Canada

fousehold Goods, Personal Belongings,

£ your Pro’s at the Docks today!!!
mfc@m(erg\obz\sh\ppmg.de
www.interglobalshipping.de

Tel (0421) 340650 _Fax (0421)340 565|

!
WORLDWIDE SHIPPING AGENCY|
SprcauzNG N PCS WITHOUT STRESS!
Shiy

st our web e for
o FREE Ontine e et
% Amrican Oun

Car Shipping
To & From the US.A
% wide
°
S
JS® €. Hams GbH & Co
. i rplatzen 610
AROUND THE €O D-64546 Waldor! (Frankiur)
enatactsconomal grvams o
ol BEIGE T e 20

Buy Stripes this Sunday and every Sunday

get your scene!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES C

LASSIFIED

«eo it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t

2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

EONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
hou mai & service (Phone Service

mail.estripes-osd: e
Eont Germyany, 06355601

ne: CIV 06155-601-447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212
Toll Free In Europe: Belgium: 0800-7802 Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 Italy: 800-780266 Spain: 900-958304
U.K.: 0800-0858828 USA: 1-877-751-8352
Customer Service: 06155-601437 or DSN 349-

am. - 5:30 p.m,)

8437
MRS e 6 it 1 s i
5-601203 or DSN: 349-i

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 (§5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

for sale, up to two major items such as
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations. Employment Rates a

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY (ouncv SEAN ADAMS AT C
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property
a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified.
* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa,
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. Please do not send cash. If an ad is not received by the designated deadline,
it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON
‘04 lines/4 days @ $20 (14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55

Phone #:

Visa/MC # (circle one):
Category

Exp.Date:

Run Date(s

Semi Payment to:
Interationgl Address

opean Stars & Stri European Stars & es
Classlhed Advemsma ne{aanment ATTN: Classified Advemsmg
Unit 29480, APO AE Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

affect the integral vlue of the a,

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change (o an ad is our business days pror to st date of publication. 1Us the responsTbility of the advertiser t contact European Strs & Stipes Clasifed on the it date of publication (o cortet erors. I he ad has a typographical eor, that does not
e, misspelled words; wiong category (case-by-case); CAPS, bold, ialicized incorrecly; it willbe corected, but 1o makegood will be given. Incorect phone numbers, urong price, wiong dates, make of model lsed incorrectly wil reslt in a makegood for ane
aditional day. Stas & Stripes reserves the right o edit and retur any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. AU classified advertisements are non-refundable.
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Nanny Engl. and Germ. spe
iy o, avll. in He\de\berg

3r-obotsss o 0174878470

,("‘Fvillla ﬁn Noﬁhewm Italy

Person to Person 800

Atractive German Lady, mi
05

can_male, please email sina.
monika @web.de

dont want to be lonely
anymore At German lady md
< fro S, seoky
Sorious. re\anov\smp iy
black male. email me:
Tainowweh a6

1 would ke 1o improve my eng!
skils, | am very Inrested In the
USA'and its people | am looking
for an email friend, |

oid and I ife befween
Gologne and Bremen. omail me:
hendrik @meierrankenfeld.de

820

+Purchase of listed pots is at
buyers sk Geman bog Clib
o, ends _checking

Pets

05q, meters of fand.
Appmx\mm\y s pon Blhlnne Lignano beaches.

310.791.8745 or email villaveneto4me@aol.com

:
HELP WANTED!
Experienced tax preparers
needed at H+R Block Darmstadt,
Hanau, Giessen and Ramstein.
Call Frank Clemons: 06055-82880
!

Panasonic Military Sales

We are now recruiting for account sales representative

position in the Wuerzburg store. Applying individuals
st b in posssson of & ity or ity sponsored
D e 8, fax 09843 95639

Bieedars club mambership bo:

75%9‘? for e 10 mons ol Pets 820 | Apartment Furn 860
entel raned wil) papers/shots E—
and Vsupphes‘E $ 200 obo, call s?‘rew:k‘ﬁ'eezfmp;;:alwsavi:;: ;’E" 0%“3: 723332‘1 il incl.,
Kivens e, My Sieert Services Offered 952 |
inds. Ino a ity Tand.com | Real Estate [ ——

ogistored  Mniauro
Dachshund pups available, pie-

bald and other assorted colors | GAT

avallable, male and_female.
health guaranteed. Al shots ncl
s and _up. Cal
0170-5357533, Wuerzburg aree.
Engiish Bul (F) dog excl with
Kids ahoranimalsasing ¢ 600,
call 93351
Giveatsdr pup scnoo e,
Golden Reiever purebred pup-
pies wih microchip & shols,
Svail on' Dec, olos &
Pedgres oning euro - 50, cal

Pug puppy and French Bull D

EXCELLENT BUSINESS L

.
o162

Apartment Fum 860

Temporary lodging, eff apart-

ment, ully tun, near Leighion
urg, Avail Now,

Caanyiime 0133-3265001

Do you need Help Haulng TV's

at 0618155051  or
00653

Apartment Unfumn 856

Great 3 bedrm, 1 1/12 bath town
Pouse, 195 s, wi large back
ad,ouro 1200 " Uilies
onidach . near U Hospi
1al,call 06221-390498

Fumiture etc. | can Haul it all
call for  Quote
0152.02150641

puppes i al Shos. and | Modom Studo Aprt deal for one
wormed  with papers, call | person, § min drive from Rhein Travel 1000
01756405474 Hian 45, avaiable 1 Dec. cal

0171-3656220 leave msg CHRISTHAS IN GARMISCH

iotl Forshaus Oberau  km
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Ge2ir-a24778 ol Gopoit call06126.4684 | v forstracs-obera o

Do You Want To Earn Some Extra Cash?
European Stars and Stripes Home Delivery Carrier

Stars and Stripe Home Delivery Carrier
NEEDED ASAP!
For: Sandhausen, Leimen, Nussloch, and St. Iigen
Duty Description: Door to Door Newspaper delivery for
120 Home subscribers.
Route duration: 2hrs 15 min
Monthly compensation: $ 1,200

For more details please call:
James. P. Afflerbach
District Manager:

B

Civ: 0172-6707-347

k=

s Your Money/|

Learn how to manage it better.

Get stock listings, exchange rates, financial
tips and business information everyday.

S;I'AES?%T RIPES.

wda:

JOINTHE
STARSKASTRIPES
TEAM TODATI

GRAPHIC ARTIST
35,000

Cutoff Dt NIA
Closing Date: Uil Flled

NIA
Closing Date; Unil Filled

OFFSET PRINT WORKER

$10.29 per hour

LABORER

$8.51 per hour

HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANT

S19000572000
OPENUNTIL FILLED.

ACCDUNTING TECHNICIAN
521,000-523,000
OPEN UNTIL FILLED

How To Apply

Online: hitp:/wwwchrma hqusareur.army.mil/
Email Resume: jobs @ mail estripes.osd.mil
‘Send Resume: European Stars & Stripes,

Unit 20480, APO AF, 09211
+49 (0) 6155-601238 (Civilian)

Fax Resumes
238 (DSN)
InPerson  European Stars &
Flughafenstrasse Geb.
'REASONABLE ACCOMODATIONS
'APPLICANTS WITH DI

o 11 8 015501453207
DSN: 34-8433207

W Standard
Issue Meets

A New

Nowv Stars and Stripes
newspaper is also available
electronically. Get the news
that matters most in your

FREE Stripes newspaper at
estripes.osd.mil.

Your Hometown
Nevwvspaper:
Wherever You Go, We Go.

L LR AR

Standard.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Frlday
"Etﬁe basketball:
Duke wamen a( Tennesse
AFN-S sb ”EQE haskelha\l Ne-
hraska al Al ama Blrmlr\gh
‘APN-Sports,
widATEs Confere
game, Toledo vs. Miami (Dhm) (d\d

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, am.—College basket-
bal I\ MEmDh\S ‘at Purdue.
FN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at San An-

on
ARN-pacifi, :30 am.-Boxing, Rocky Jua-
rez GLOs. Guty Espadas Jr. (38-6), feather-
wei

RS Spnrls.l.!l)m—NBA Indiana at Sac-

ramento.
8 am.—NFL: NFL Films Game

Ee Jga

college basketoall:

v hlsatPurdue( d).
.m.—~NBA: Detroit at San An-
tonio (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m.—College basketball:

Kenticky 3t Narth Cargling.
College basketball:In-

College football: Atlan-
tic Coast Conference championship game,
Virginia Tech at Miami.
AR-Atlantic and Pacifc, 8:30 p.m.—Col-
lege football: Army vs, Nav,
FN-Sports, Bm-ollege football
SoUhern Garat UCLA

Al times Central European Time: dd indi-

ates delayed broadcast All
fect.fo change. some radio broa Eatthot
e imia i Some P wroaaeyaim.

for more information.

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

WL T Pet PEopa

New England 10 1 0 .909 288 174

N.Y. Jets 8 3 0 .727 225 168

Bifalo 5 & 0 45218 19

Miami 2 9 0 .182 164 227
South

Indianapolis 8 3 0 .727 380 239

Jacksun\ll\l 650 . 182 208

5 6 0 .455229 260

oeetee 17 0 3t 207 2

North

sburgh 10 1 0 .909 256 168

Baltimore. 740 36207 164

Cincinn: 5 6 0 .455241 246

Cleveland 38 0 273235 %6
West

san Diego 530 727319221

Der\ver 7 4 0 .636 257 192

aklan 70 207 294

8 0 273 307 299

4
Rakan citg 3
IATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

: WL T pet PEpA
xcPhiladelphia 10 1 0 969 203 164
N.Y. Giants 5 6 0 .455 202 199
Dallas 4 7 0 .364 193 289
Washington 3 8 0 .273138 194

South
Atlar 92 0 818232215
Carolina 4 7 0 .364 217 236
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 206 203
New Orleans 4 7 0 .364 232 312

North
Green Bay 740 .535 301 247
Ninnesota 740

470

Eicago 370

West
Seattle 6 5 0 .545239 223
St. Louis. 5 6 0 .455 237 299
Arizona 7 0 38180 237
an francisco 110 0 061 162 320

-clinched dw io]
day's games

Sun
Arizona at pefroit

Buffalo at Miami
Houston at N v Jcts
Minnesota

Yimncscea 2t CUERSe, s

Cincinnati at Baltimor:

Dallas at Seattle

Iniury report

— The updated National Foot-
nan League iy FepBrse provided by the

ARIZONA cAmmuLs [$%7) a1 pETROT
LIONS (4-7) — UESTIONABLE: RB
o £ oes b ABLE: DT Russell
Davis (foot); T Leonard Davi
nell Docett (ram): S Adnan Mayes (ham-

s Bailey (kne
ESTIO

n
Bl
i kslenhen exander taes, Wi A22anT
i
‘ATLANTA FALCONS (o2 AT TAMPA BAY
BUC“NEERS ralcons: QUESTlON
ABLE: V\ mnemn (ankle); Jast
Webster grmm PROBABLE: RB JIASN" Gri
ﬂ(h (k (nee); rady Smith (ar nk\e) I c:a-
57: SJeraihe Pl

Nhan (Sheuten: 87
F¥' CB\O
III FALO BILLS (5-6) AT MIAMI DOLPHINS
Is: OUT: RB Trav\s Henry (anklex
UESTIDNAELE WR J Reed k nee)

Mare (r\gh(

ony: 01 Mario
s (han ) 15 eddie Nioore (knee; & Tay:
S ley foot

CAROLINA' PANTHERS (4-7) AT NEW OR-

Kasay n
(ankle); DF n (eck), Saints:
nouaT#uL.La BorekR Rodgers balo, oUes
TIONABLE: LB Colby Bockwoldt (shoulden:
LB Sedrick Hodgle( Khees  Monteae ollsnd
(foot); 6 | Ker;d Jacox (knee); WR Michael
ewls
CINCINNATI BENGALS (5-6) AT BALTIMORE
RAVENS (7-4) ~ Bengals: OUT: DT Matthias
Askew el QUERTIONASLE:  Rogers
Beckeh neck)‘ & Chris perry (abdomen;
Carl Powell_ (knee); WR Cliff Russell
§nean§ PROBABLE; - 7' Willic Anderson
neel €8 Deltha Oeal (ankle). Ravens:
0 RB_Jamal Lewls (ankie);
BOIOR Saniers (106t Dage Sastud ahoti:
den). oussﬂoNAaLE L8 Cornell Brown (in-
fection): T Orlando Brown (knee): TE Todd
Hea‘?(ankley 5 Chris McAllster ( Ghoulden:
n Ricard (knee); L8 Bart Scott (ankle):
ENVER unoucos S 0-4) AT SAN DIEGO

CHARGERS (85 ~ B

Bt 3 DoURTeSh

Ecam PROBABLE: RB_Reuber

R Nate Jackson (0o, Wit A

Lynch gems) WR Rud

Smlth ﬁtmgh) Grargers ck Sam
Davis (lower leg fracture).

Jesse Shatmar: (oo Bt e Downing

kneey W Tim Dwight toe) 5 Steye FoIeK

LB Randall Gogfrey (knee); S Hanil

Mm.gan (hamstring); S Jerry Wilson (shoul-

CCHeEN BAY PACKERS (7-4) AT PHILADEL-

PHIA EAGLES (10-1) — Packers: QUESTIO
£:R8 Najel Davenport (1bs), PROBABLE:
VR Robert Ferauagn {0y gro hman

en (rib); rady Ja e):
Shawon Jue (hip); S Darren Sharper (knee)
les: DOUBTFUL: RB Reno Mahe (ankie):
D Jerome Mebalgle (kneo), QUESTION:
DE Derrick Burges G Artis

chks (knee): G Jermane ; LE
msiring) - L
Kty Adams an ick

ams

il

Hood (back; & Steve Sclul\u(quadnce 168

o sheupam Cower fe

smith Chamtring): Rotls " fhomas

ol

glmusﬂm TEXANS () AT NEW_ YORK
xan: FUL: RB Tony

HonGs thameatss ouEsmwAm 8 Jay

Foreman_(shou

Simmans

e Jason
(head): PROBABLE; ki Srown (et ip) S
Marcuscmemar;‘(shoum N:

errcho G

(hditing) L5
B%had Pcnmﬁ?lon

(groin).

d (grmnx B P omes tkncw,
Greg Wesle (hams( mg) TE Krﬁ Wi

).

Bl T0KID ol Yrom A o

for Siavi (@K e7é $lerome Woods e )ee?
T

Cheek (ankl
(Shin. Ralders:
s andorson (knse). Wh Joh
e & Kon

ith (Kne
Stone (mee); KB Tyrone Wheatley (ham-
UL Margues Ander-
on (quadricep); DE r‘v Erayton (neck).
Suzs TONABL Alvis Whitted (p):
ABLE: WR Dou ); DT War
rensapn
MINKESOTA" VIKINGS 67
BEARS (&) — Vikings; O Mau oo
domen). DOUBTFUL? Ii Smith (co
Conaeons BAGBNBLE. Dawd mxunékneev,r
Nat Dorsey " Shouldeny WR Rank
st
O L R
{ankle}, R6 Sryan Johnson (foot LB Marcus
Reese (foot); LB Brian Urlact
8LE: DE Adewale Ogunleve \E
ENGLAND PATRIOTS (10-1) AT CLEVE-
LAND BROWNS (3 T
Law (foot). DOUE i Tyrone’ pagle
ee7 %UESTIONAB[ : (B Roman Phifer
s L8
B Tom

Hown
(toe/IRY
Holcom

slring): s ayion MECUEheon (Shou cen:

Suedl) ndre’
08, Je')f Garma (shomder) QEA Kelly

B Lee Suﬂs toe
R MNEW YORK GIANTS (5.6) AT WASHINGTON

EDSKINS (3-8) — Giants: OUT: DE Lorenzo
Bromel oty OF Chuck Wiley (knee)
DOUBTFUL: DT Norman Hand (groin); S Gibril
Wilson (necio, QUESTIONASLE: L8 Nick Grels-

o

string
Daniels (groin); T
averan-

8 #
QUESTIONASLE: B Bhil
RO

Auclsoo 498 (1-10) ATST. LOUIS

S (5-6) — 49ers:

B Pz &5 A e (e,

QUESTIONABLE: LB Ray Wells (ankie). PROB:

ABLE: CB Jmmy Williams (toc). Rams: OUT:

hris. DOUBTFUL: CB

Deman Groce éknee{ QUESTIONABLE: & Ac-
ieck). PROBABLE: S Adam Ar-

chuleta (back); WR Isaac Bruce (wrist); RB.
Marshall Faul

(knee); TE Brandon Manu-
maleuna (knee).

JENNESSEE TITANS (&7 AT INDIANAPOLIS
€OLTS &) ~ Titans: OUT: 1 Erad Hopkins
G & Pancd S O o L
WoolfolK (wris). SUESHDNABLE Ctony
Beckham (knee): L

Chris Brown 4(09

TSR fRrmas knee DOUBTUL: & Tupe
Peko (ankle). QUESTIONABLE: CB Nick H
erhead). € B
GR DeMu\Ilnsg B Gilbert Gardner
(hamstring): R EdDgEerrm ' mes (gt Lo
Cato June an! rt Mathis (groin);
s Knndw Popc ihighs K VIke vian eriagt
foy Walters (upper arm frac-

s puRaH sTEELERS (10- 1) AT JACKSON-
gth[ J;g?‘wms (6:5) — Steeler:

s: OUT: LB Ken-
(gromy: D Brett - ielsel(ham.-

‘Scott (knee). QUESTION:
Plaxico Buress (hamstring) KB

10). PROBABLE: RB Jerome Bettis

f

(hamstring).
naine Lowis (concus-
n): D de). QUESTIONAI
CBJuran Bokien (grmm PROBABLE: TE Kyle

ady (concussion); TE Brian Jones (shoul-
der), 01 Derrick Ransom (shouiden: D Mar-
Ga

roud (knee): TE George. Wrighster

L DALLAS cowaovs GRAT seaTmLe sea
HAWKS (6- boys: QUESTIONABLE: G
Andre Gumdc (et PROBABLE. R Aithic
n (conclission). Seahawks: OUT: L&

Chad Bmwn n (g nee). Tracy White (ham:
n STIONA! erry. Carter
a8 b ke Dkeafor (ankicy: Ca Sony
gaylor (knee). PROBABLE: T Walter Jones

College basketbal
Men's Tnp 25 fared

1, Wake oesl E90%%%0 No. 5 linois
91-73. Next: vs. Richmond, Saturda
2 Kangas 5 03 did ot play. Next: vs. Pacit-
ic 3at
3 S‘racuse (6 0) beat St. Bonaventure
lgate, Saturday
4 Georgla Yech (4-0) diid not play. Next: vs.

Gedrgia, Sunday,
ioncets beat No. 1 Wake Forest
9173, Next: at Ar Saturday.

6, JKlahoma. sgtc 0 0) did not play. Next:
vs, ate,
oS B 5) G ok iay. Next: vs.
ingigna, Saturday.

: Keritucky (40) cid not play. Next: at No.

North Camhna (5 D) beat Indiana 70-63
o, 8 Kentucky, saturday,
Duk (40 md ot piay. Next vs. Val-
iiso, Satu
1 Michigan Stite (3-1) did not play. Next:
Washington, Saturday,
(31D g not piay. Ne
earge Mason, Saturday.
13, Pitisburgh (4-0) beat St. Francis, Pa.
-41. Next: vs. Duquesne, Saturday.
\ashington, (1) Tost to_ Gonzaga
nday.

AL I

ississipoi play.

vs. South Alabama, Th Thirsday.

ofth Carolina State (50) cd not play.
Manhattan Sunda

play. Ne;

yette,
Texds 6D ot not p\ay Next: at Seton
Hall, saturday.

Florlda (&0 did not play. Next: vs.

Notee Bante (3.0)did not play. Next: at
Mighigan, Saturda
rizona (4-2) did not play. Next: vs. No.

2
5 A\aha?na (5 1) beat E?S{ Tennessee st.
&0 S

gwﬂa (‘F]) dlﬂ HO( play NEX( VS CSME'
V:rglma (5-0) heat Northwestern 48-44.

wuburn, Fr

5 Wisconsin (z 1) did not play. Next: at
gers, saturday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores

®

Akron 77, Duquesne 65,
Ay 77§Pn\yt echnic 43

el
ethany, W.Va. 55, Muskingum 53
Buffalo 1o Colgate 62

folloy 60

amegie-Mel SbSins &2
College of . 73 Richard Slotkion &
Desales 53
Ellxahelhmwn 77 susuuehanna 61

int St. Mary's, Md. 58
Colicher 78-S0 50 8004
indiana, Pa. 112, Penn $t.-DuBois 52

Drew dhay

Kean 85, Ramapo 62

5 Wilkes

{ehrionyal I%y 79, Albngm 65

Lehman 76, C

Lycoming 7 Soranton 70
lerrimack 63, LeMoyne 55

Messiah 95, Juniata 19

Navy 77, Morgan st. 67

New Hampshire o7 Harvard 60, 0T
Niagara 8¢, Canisius &

Northeasign 84, Massachysetts 68

ich 76, Mass, College 50
Bace 7 Ban i
penn &5, Euck els2

Plttshurgh ssHs Frznc\skga a
summnmc&! ot

A 83, Rutaero.camden

§ Conmecticut 76, Assum tion 72

Slihr PSR
8t Anselm 81, UGnehl 6o

2 77, Aercan International 70
e

.65, Utic:
Phterson e Montclair 5t 54
Vale ¥, Sacred heart o
SOUTH

Alabama 114, ETSUTT
une-Cookman 70, Texas Southern

2.8 6 T bt Rntonio 58

Mol 5 T A

bamal £ Columhus st. 101
n St. 73, Jarvis Christian 46

5
ton 54
Va: Wesloyan 75, Hambden-Syancy 60

Vanderbi€ 74 Alstin Peay S8

nX e ksauri 53
William & Mary'90, Longwood 60
Woford 61, Jacksonvile 36 16
MIDWEST
Augsburgss Soatil

brose 76

uerancesé Ve
E. lllinois 77, UM} C69

Eureka 83, Principia

Evansville 81, T nr\—M rln
Gannon 69, Not
GustavusAdmphussn KSamiine so
10is 91, Wake For

ar ware St 60
McKendree 83, Maryvile Mo. 72
| Niichigan 24
ilin 110, Mac Wurray
Monmouth, I, 75, Webster 63
Mount st; Joseph a3, Earlham 63

Nilowa 59,
N Migs. 8t 100 Haskell Indian Nations 56
orth Carolina 70, Indiana.

fiegis 0, semmu St

shawnee St. 93, Malone 85
S oo Boohester Mich. 60
Slow Falle 86, MorningsTde 81, O
St.Cloud St. 77, Minn.-Crookston 69

o', o 81, Concordia, Moor. 79
e rinviestern
W iehiosn oh Detrat
Wheaton, I 67, hicago 55

1, 6o, San Francisco 55

77,Coe
“Green Bay 75, Chicago St. 71
2 Crosee 52, Edgewood 45
Vs Milwaukee 83, S, Dakota st. 54
Wasster 56, Densan 9
Arkansas St. 70, M\sﬁssw i 68
Baylor &3, Arkpine Bl
@67, Coppin St. 44
Oklahoma Scienta 98, Langston &5
Oral Roberts 48, Loyola of Ghicago 44
Texas AGM 81, Oakland, Mich.

Texas-pan Am. 82, SW Assemblies of God 53

FAR
£ Washington 78 Cascade 66
. Washington 87

o

S5 Diogo St 83, San
BT R D

56 How MUt BxTRl Wil
CUR MEW FARDY LIGUOR
SPOMEORE PRY FOR THE
STHMDER A0MD SUMESR
FIFTH CAR?

e Dayis 72, Sacramento St. 63, OT
. California 72
71, BYY 57
TOURNAMENT
Hudsgn Valley shootout

Vassar 95, Mount St Mary. NY. 83
"Third Place
New Paltz 70, Bard 46
. EXHIBITION
Albion 83, Concordia 61

Women's Top 25 fared

Lsu @) did' nat Dlz *Next: at No. 18
anesula, Tuesday, D
rth Caroiina & 0 et Wofford §9-51.
. Temnessec:Martn, Mhursday.
me {7-0) did not play. Next: vs.
Thursday

Nt v
& ot

c

tate,
B i o ey, Next: vs.
N 10 Oke, Thursday.
S stanford (50) did fot play. Next: s. Pep-
perdine, Friday, Dec. 10,
- Gecraya (51 did not play. Next: at Geor-
ia Tech, Fr
7 Texds ) beat MeNeese state 80-26.
Nt &t Now Mexicd, saf
5, Comecticut (21} b eat South Florida
7565, oly Cross Sunday.
S Baylor (b did o glay
sopState at Greenuile, NC. Saturd
10-Duke (&) did not play. Next: i No. 4
Tennessee, Thurcday,
T Shostate 17 beat Ohio 107:37.Next:
at payton,
ech (1) did not play. Next: vs.
Ainsast L.me Rock Thursday,
. Van o n; st Memphis 96-53.
Saturday.
e (3. n W ot play. Next: at Uc
Santa Barbers
5 Michigan state {;n)mu not play. Next:
atNo. 3 Notre Dame. Thursday.
16 Rutgers (@0) did not piay. Next: at Old

Ia of Chicago, Monday,

15, Minnosota (4D did not D\ay Next: vs.
Derolt, Thursgay

Kansas S'ate @) did not play. Next:

20 anlon Col\e e (4 )“ beat Holy Cross
69.61. Next: heastern: Saturday

51 Loglsians Tech G- 1)u-dnm play. Next:
vs W stern Kentucky, Y
Mary Iznd (4- 1) d\d r\u( play. Next: at
Xavler, Sa urday.

U (5-1) did not play. Next: vs. SMU,
Thurs ay
24 V\\Ianova (3-2) lost to George Washing-
2. Next: at Penn, Sunday

25, UCI.A (3 l) did nol Play. Next: at Pepper-
dine, Thursd:

Wednesday’s transactlons

ANAHEIM ANGﬂs—Agreeg to terms with
1B-OF Kendry Morales on a six-year con-
IMORE ORIOLES—Named Dave Tremb-
jer for Ottawa of the IL; Don Wern-

ng st
minor Ieagueg infield and baserunning in-
EAPHE  MARINERS—Named  vasushi
VaRamot Jata et
UE JAYS—Named Chuck Knif-
fin_pitching coach and Dwayne Murphy
coach for Syracuse of the IL; Dave LaRoche
itching coach and Jonn Valentin coach for
ew Hampshire of me Eas(ern League; and
lom sianore pitching coach for Aubuin of
the New York-

\ational Leagye
INciNaT Bob Miscik

IR0 fick coordmawn Dern' Aol
mmor maguc pitchi an
Stev n°assistant trainer. Named
Rochey MSCERY cosch for LouByiTe of o 1

and Rick Burieson manager for Bilings of
e ploneer Leagu

HOUSTON AS os -Agueed to terms with
INF Mike Coolbat ris, C Chris

Travis nsk\l\znd OF Barry Wes:

SEominor Jeague contr

TR WAUKEE BREWERS. Aqrsed o terms
with C Chad Moeller on a one-year contract
and LFP Rigo Beltran on a minor league con-
ract.

National Basketbal Association
BOSTON CELTICS—Placed G Delonte West
on the injured [ist. Activated F Tom Gugliotta
from the injured list.
|cAGo Burts P\aced G Jannero Pargo
vated G Frank Will-

i NDIANA igned F Marcus Hais-
08 ANGELES CLPPERS-placed ¢ Mama:
dou NDiaye on th

d st Activated G
{ionel Chamars fromp‘he injured st
R y o
jured list Activated & Stacey Kibon

from the njured st

WASHINGTON WIZARDS—Placed C P
John Ramos on the injured ist Aclwated F
Kwame Brown from the infured

FooTBALL

nal Football Lea
BUFFALO BILLS - 5ianec FB LUKE Lawton to
the practice squad. Released WR Kahiil Hill
from the practice s

CHICAGO BEARS—Signed DE Alex Brown to
3 five-vear ¢ contract extension through the

2009 se:
DENVER BRONCOS—Signed CB Curome
Cox to the practice squa
[ Y PA -Sjaned WR Jamal
Jones o the prac
AN DOLBHINS < dhed L8 Winston Tay-
lor @ the practice squa i
ATRIOTS —Signed DB
Omare Lowe to the practice squa
- Waived DT Shaun
Black from the

S NEW ORLEANS SAINTS,
sed WR Nathar
Bhce Sacad o jned B¢ Darnn Smith,
B Chris Heth-
erington. Released L8 Ma;saau\a Tuitele.
d AMPA BAY BUCCANEE 0 Jason
1 Wi Kevin Youngbloo
e e Rolcaced OF Romoel Lurey st
8, Syltan McCullough from the”practice
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Army’s Ross answers the call to duty

PHILADELPHIA

e heard the haunting

echo of it, like a bugle

call from his past, pull-

ing at him, pulling him

back to an earlier time, when he

was a cavalry-

man, in the

Third Ar-

mored Regi-
ment.

He heard it

S sitting there in

their kitchen

that night,

heard it from

his wife,

Alice, heard

her use those

words that for-

ever reverber-

Bill Lyon

'J;d

ate at The Point.
Duty. Honor. Country.
You have, she told him, a duty

to do this. A patriotic duty. All the

he was pretty sure of the why of
the rejections: He was too old.

losing, it's Especial-
ly for the troops serving in harm’s

way.

“It kind of hit me,” Bobby Ross
said.

They've been married more
than 40 years. She hasn’t steered
him wrong very often.

So Bobby Ross, whose umbili
cal has been tethered to the mi
tary much of his life, took the job
last December. Head football
coach, United States Military
Academy, West Point.

He was 67. He had been retired
three years. He had immersed
himself in volunteer work and in
their 15 grandchildren. He
thought he was rid of football,
after a lifetime of it. He had ap-
plied at a couple of schools and
had been rejected, and they’d
been polite enough about it, but

-
%

¥ Email Santa
your wishlist

SantaC@mail.estripes.osd.mil

and Santa will espond with a personalized postcard
in the mail. Childrens names may also appear in the
4. “News from the North Pole” section of the European
edition of STARS AND STRIPES on the December 201" &
21 Wishlists must be emailed before December IS".

Send your wishlist to

Include a return mailing address

So he resigned himself and
plunged his hands deep into the
honey-do jar, the chores and er-
rands that Alice kept for him to
make sure he kept busy. He
thought he had adjusted, adapted;
he thought he was fine.

And then that bugle call, irre-
sistible, the haunting echoes, call-
ing to him ... another chance to
serve your country.

“In a lot of ways, I think we're

e true America’s Team,” he
said. “All three of us, the acade-
mies.”

And so they are in a way, even
more so in uncertain times like
these, and so what has befallen
Army football in recent years has
been especially wrenching — the
first major program to lose 13
games in a season, no winning sea-
sons in the last nine, a two-season
record of 1-24 coming into 2004.

All that persistent losing had be-
come a habit. The players had
been beaten down. The first
change Bobby Ross had to make
was to break the cycle, reverse
the mind-set.

“Just being competitive, that’s
not enough,” he told them. “Keep-
ing the score close, that’s not the
answer. I despise losing. I'm not
very good at it.”

He hasn’t had to endure much
of it, college or pro. He produced
winners at Maryland and at Geor-

2004 ALL-EUROPE
FOOTBALL TEAM

Roster stocked with title talent
Find out who made the cut. ..

Sunday, December 5, 2004.

STARSE#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

gia Tech, including a shared na-
tional championship. He pro-
duced winners at San Diego, in-
cluding a Super Bowl berth, and
at Detroit.

Nine games into the 2000 NFL
season, he resigned. It wasn’t be-
cause he suddenly stopped loving
football, or was burned out.

No, it was blood clots, in both
legs, and the family history was
grim — his father had both legs
amputated because of clots.

In time, Ross healed. But the
thrill of the hunt, the competing,
that still gnawed at him. That was
the one thing he couldn’t find a
substitute for in retirement.

So when The Point called ...

He graduated from Virginia
Military Institute. He coached
there a year. He coached The Cit-
adel. He spent three years in the
Army. One of his sons graduated
from the Naval Academy, anoth-
er from the Air Force Academy.
The bugle call is a theme song for
the Ross family.

“I have a deep appreciation of
what West Point stands for,” he
said, “and a deep respect for it.
The history, the tradition, it's a
very inspiring place to be.”

He is a patriot coaching patri-
ots, but love of country and sense
of obligation, by themselves,
don’t win football games. The
first four games of this year were
no different. The losing streak
reached 19 in a row. And then,

Oct. 9: Army 48, Cincinnati 29.

Next thing he knew, Bobby
Ross was being hoisted aloft, car-
ried off on the shoulders of play-
ers who one day, and soon, may
find themselves half a world
away, in a desert firefight.

e e-mail and the snail mail
and the phone calls inundated the
coach and the Cadets, much of it
from Iraq and from Afghanistan,
from troops with something to
cheer about. Army followed up
with another victory the very
next week. Now, the Navy game
beckons and the stack of mail and
messages on the desk of Bobby
Ross is, he figures, a foot and a
half high. At least.

The perspective is never lost.
Values are never diminished.

Football matters, yes, but they
all know what might await them.
On display in the Army locker
room is an American flag that
was flown during a skirmish in Af-
ghanistan in which three Ameri-
can patriots perished.

Army is 2-8. Navy is 8-2. Not so
long ago, Navy couldn’t win a
game. In that example, then, is in-
spiration for Army. And the histo-
ry of Bobby Ross, the Virginian
with the soft drawl and the set
jaw, is to revive and restore.

“We've just started climbing
that mountain,” he said.

But all the way up, they can
hear the echo of the bugle call.

Bill Lyon is a columnist for The Philadel-

phia Inquirer.
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No. 1 Wake falls with a thud

[llinois makes it look easy in rout; Syracuse, N. Carolina roll on

The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Roger Powell Jr.
scored 19 points, Dee Brown and Luther
Head added 16 each and No. S Illinois
made Wake Forest look more like a noncon-
ference patsy than the top-ranked team in
the wuntry in a 91-73 rout Wednesday

’I‘he Illini (5-0) led by double digits for
the last 28-plus minutes of the game, and
were up by as much as 32 in the second
half. With 8:34 still to play, the “Orange
Krush” student section broke into chants
of “Overrated!” In the final minutes of the
game, there were chants of “We’re No. 1!”

Illinois has won 35 straight at home
against nonconference opponents, a streak
dating to Nov. 17, 1998. The Illini are 66-3
overall at Assembly Hall since the 2000-01
season.

Wake Forest (5-1), which climbed to No.
1 for the first time in school history, was
held to 39 percent shooting, and its two
best players weren’t a factor.

Chris Paul, the leading vote-getter on
the AP’s preseason All-America team, had
10 points and Justin Gray, MVP of the Pre-
season NIT, had 11. Eric Williams, the
other member of Wake Forest’s big three,
had 18 on 7-for-13 shooting.

No. 3 Syracuse 91, St. Bonaventure
67: At Syracuse, NY., Hakim Warrick had
18 points and 11 rebounds and Josh Pace
added 14 points and 10 rebounds for Syra-
cuse (6-0), which got its 30th straight victo-
ry over teams from New York state and
sent the Bonnies (0-4) to their 21st straight
road loss.

Gerry McNamara had 17 points and Dar-

ryl Watkins 12 for Syra-
cuse. Billy Edelin had
four points and three as-
sists in his return to the
lineup after leaving the
team in the middle of last
season for personal reasons.

‘Wade Dunston led the Bonnies with 17
points.

No. 9 North Carolina 70, Indiana 63: At
Bloomington, 1Ind., Rashad McCants
scored 19 points and Raymond Felton 18 to
lead the Tar Heels (5-1) to their fifth
straight victory.

Indiana (2-1) was led by Bracey Wright
with 18 points and Robert Vaden with 16
points and nine rebounds.

Indiana fans were not kind to North Caro-
lina’s Sean May, a former Indiana Mr. Bas-
ketball and the son of Indiana All-Ameri-
can Scott May. He was booed during war-
mups and one fan had a sign taken away
that read “Sean May Traitor.” Five fans
wore shirts that spelled out the phrase
“May you must be adopted,” and the boos
and chants intensified throughout the
game as May struggled. He missed five of
seven shots and finished with eight points,

in the second

No. 13 Pmslul'gh 65, St. Francis, Pa.
41: At Pittsburgh, Chevon Troutman led a
decisive 17-2 run late in the first half and
scored 22 points as Pittsburgh improved to
28-0 in games against St. Francis.

‘Troutman made four free throws and An-
tonio Graves, Carl Krauser and Ronald
Ramon hit three-pointers during the run,
which pushed Pitt (4-0) from a 17-all tie
into a 34-19 lead.

Men's
Top 25

roundup

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you do and want to show you
that they care. To see the actions and

of support from these groups and individuals from
all across America, visit wwwistripes.com.

“This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to say..

Pleasa visit the site at

as well!

wwnw.stripes.com and click on the [
America Supports You button to view &
the messages of support and o
submit your own thank you notes

STARSH, 4STRIPES
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‘Gonzaga 99, No. 14 Washington 87: At
Spokane, Wash Adam Morrison scored 26
points and Ronny Turiaf had 23 points and
13 rebounds as Gonzaga (4-1) won its sev-
enth straight over Washington.

Nate Robinson led Washington (4-1)
wit.h 22 points, including four three-point-

Gonzaga led from the opening tip, and
pulled away from a 59-all tie with 13 min-
utes remaining. Three-pointers by Derek
Raivio and Morrison helped Gonzaga build
a92-82 lead with 2:25 to play.

Jamaal Williams had 18 pomts for Wash-
ington.

No. 22 Alabama 114, East Tennessee
77: At Tuscaloosa, Ala., Earnest Shelton
scored 24 points and Ronald Steele had a
school-record 18 assists for Alabama.

Shelton was 6-for-11 from three-point
range, and the Crimson Tide (5-1) shot
19-of-41 from behind the arc — breaking
the school record of 16 set in 1996 against

ercer.

Kennedy Winston added 21 points and
10 rebounds. Steele broke the school assist
record of 16 and Alabama’s 30 also was a
school record.

Dillion Sneed had 30 points and Tim
Smith added 24 for East Tennessee (2-3).

No. 24 Virginia 48, Northwestern 44:
At Evanston, IIl, Elton Brown had 15
points and 12 rebounds, including the first
eight points of the gam e Cavaliers
(5-0) held their ﬁﬂh stralght opponent to
60 points or less.

Northwestern (1-4) has its worst record
since 1999-2000, when it opened with the
same record.

Sean May, a former Indiana Mr. Basketball,
had a nightmare game in irst trip back

to the state as a player for North Carolina.
As fans booed his every move, May strug-
gled through a scoreless first half and here
commits a charging foul. He did have the
consolation of a 70-63 win over Indiana.
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Yankees back off
pursuit of Big Unit

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Yankees pulled out of trade talks
for Randy Johnson on Wednesday,
telling the Diamondbacks that
their proposals for deals mvolvmg
the five-time Cy Young Award win-
ner were unreasonable, The Asso-
ciated Press learned.

The Yankees informed Arizona
of their decision Wednesday after-
noon, ending weeks of discus-
sions, a high-ranking baseball offi-
cial told the AP on condition of an-
onymity.

While talks appear dead, they
might not be over for good. But
for now, the Yankees find Arizo-
na’s current asking price too high.

Earlier this week, according to
the official, New York proposed a
deal that would send the Dia-
mondbacks right-hander Javier
Vazquez, pitching prospect Brad
Halsey, a top pitcher the Yankees
would have to obtain from anoth-
er team and a significant amount
of money, believed to be $12 mil-
lion to $13 million.

Arizona responded, the official
said, by asking the Yankees for
Vazquez, Halsey, setup man Tom
Gordon and $18.5 million — the
difference between the $17 mil-
lion Johnson is due for the remain-
ing year in his contract and the
$35.5 million Vazquez is owed in
his deal, which has three seasons
left.

Alternatively, the official said,
the Diamondbacks told the Yan-
kees they could remove Gordon
from the deal and replace him
with four prospects.

Yankees general manager

Brian Cashman did not return a
telephone call seeking comment.

New York may now turn its at-
tention to Pedro Martinez. Boston
repeated Wednesday that it wants
to re-sign the three-ime Cy
Young Award winner, who also
has received an offer from the
New York Mets. While Yankees
owner George Steinbrenner met

artinez last month, New
York has not yet made an offer,
the official said.

Johnson has a no-trade clause,
and it's not clear whether the Yan-
kees are the only team he would
accept a deal to.

In the weeks leading up to the
July 31 trade deadline, Arizona
and New York also talked about a
deal involving Johnson.

Arizona asked for Vazquez,
$18.5 million, four or five pros-
pects, and a pitcher from a list of
10: Oakland’s Tim Hudson and
Barry Zito, Florida’s A.J. Burnett,
Detroit’s Jeremy Bonderman,
Toronto’s Ted Lilly, Los Angeles’
Edwin Jackson, Tampa Bay’s
Scott Kazmir, Colorado’s Shawn
Chacon and Jason Jennings, and
Texas’ Kenny Rogers.

Lima ordered to pay woman
$500,000 for giving her STD

HOUSTON — A jury says Los
Angeles Dodgers pitcher Jose
Lima must pay almost $500,000
in damages to a woman who
claimed she contracted genital
herpes from him.

Attorneys for Lima, a former
Houston Astros player, said

Play the

NFL

"
WIN CASH!

Mondays in Stars and Stripes
and on Oconus.com

they plan to appeal
the state court decision and that
Lima was unaware he was infect-
ed until after his relationship with
the 27-year-old woman ended.

Harris County jurors awarded
the plaintiff $475,000 in damages
after hearing closing arguments
Wednesday.

The woman’s lawyers said she
learned she was infected in Febru-
ary 2003, about a week after she
had sex with Lima, and that the
player never warned her that he
had the disease.

800HighTech.com

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Notre Dame
has contacted Utah coach Urban
Meyer about its coaching vacan-
cy and was to meet with him
Thursday, The New York Times
reported.

The school contacted Meyer, a

Notre

s rt Dame assis-
tant, on

p? S Wednesday,
[T M the  newspa-
per reported,

citing an un-
named source. The story did not
say where the meeting would
take place.

John Heisler, Notre Dame’s as-
sociate athletic director, would
not comment to The Associated
Press or say if athletic director
Kevin White was in South Bend.

Utah_athletic director Chris
Hill told the AP he wouldn’t com-
ment on the report, but that his
school would attempt to keep
Meyer, who helped make the
Utes a high-profile team in just
two seasons. This year, Utah is
poised to become the first team
from a mid-major conference to
crack the Bowl Championship

Ties.

A message left with Meyer’s
assistant Thursday was not im-
mediately returned.

Meyer was the receivers
coach at Notre Dame during
1996-00, leaving the school for
his first head coaching job at
Bowling Green.

He quickly turned around the
Falcons, going 8-3 and 9-3 before
moving to Utah in 2003. The
Utes were 10-2 last season and
are 11-0 this season and ranked
fifth in the nation.

Notre Dame fired Tyrone Will-

ingham as football coach on
Tuesday after he posted a 21-15
record in three seasons.

Meyer received a contract ex-
tension last summer that includ-
ed a clause allowing him to leave
Utah without penalty if he is
hired as head coach at Michigan,
Ohio State or Notre Dame.

Appleby leads in S. Africa

SUN CITY, South Africa —
Australia’s Stuart Appleby shot a
2-under-par 70 Thursday but
closed with bogeys on the final
two holes, leaving him tied with
three others for the first-round
lead at the Nedbank Golf Chal-
lenge.

Appleby, whose round fea-
tured an eagle-3 on the 14th hole,
shared the lead with England’s
Lee Westwood and South Afri-
ca’s Ernie Els and Retief Goosen
in the $4.06 million event. They
were a shot ahead of Chris DiMa-
rco of the United States and Nick
Price of Zimbabwe.

Defending champion Sergio
Garcia of Spain finished at 75
while British Open champion
Todd Hamilton of the United
States had a 74.

Americans Jim Furyk (74),
Jay Haas (75) and Chad Camp-
bell (80) struggled while Price
came back from a relatively inac-
tive year to shoot 32 on the back
nine for a 71.

NHL, union to resume
negotiati
NEW YORK — The NHL ac-
cepted an invitation from the
players’ association on Thursday
to return to the negotiating table
in an effort to end the lockout
that began nearly three months
ago.

Report: Utah’s Meyer
to meet with Notre Dame

In a letter sent to NHL com-
missioner Gary Bettman on
Thursday, players’ association
executive director Bob Goode-
now proposed that the sides
meet next week in Toronto and
said the union is working on a
new proposal.

No official talks have occurred
since Sept. 9, when the union
made its last offer. The lockout
reached its 78th day Thursday.

“We look forward to meeting
with the NHL Players’ Associa-
tion next week,” said Bill Daly,
the league’s chief legal officer.
“We are hopeful that the NHL-
PA’s offer will be a meaningful
effort to address the league’s eco-
nomic problems. When we re-
ceive the proposal, we will evalu-
ate it closely and respond appro-
priately.”

The last offer by the NHLPA
was a luxury tax-based deal that
was rejected by the league, and
the lockout began one week later.
As of Thursday, 334 regular-sea-
son games, plus the 2005 All-Star
game, have been wiped out.

The offer to resume talks
came just hours before the
league’s general managers pre-
pared to get an update from Bett-
man during a dinner meeting in
New York.

The players’ association said
its new proposal should provide
the basis for a new collective bar-
gaining agreement.

Bettman has said that a luxury
tax won't work for the 30 NHL
teams, which he claims are los-
ing money at a pace that makes it
impossible for the league to sur-
vive under the current ay.slem
He s seeking “cost certainty” for
the clubs, which the union says is
tantamount to a salary cap — a
solution it refuses to accept.

Giambi: Trainer never implicated Bonds

GIAMBI, FROM BACK PAGE

“So I started to ask him: ‘Hey,
what are the things you're doing
with Barry? He’s an incredible
player. T want to still be able to
work out at that age and keep
playing,” Giambi testified, ac-
cording to the Chronicle. “And
that’s how the conversation first
started.”

After returning to the United
States, Anderson told Giambi he
could provide him with perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs and sug-
gested he stop taking the steroid
Deca Durabolin that he obtained
from the Las Vegas gym because
it stays in the system too long, the
paper reported. Giambi said he
started using Deca Durabolin in
2001.

Giambi said Anderson never
told him that Bonds used perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

“You know, I assumed because
he’s Barry’s trainer — you know,
Barry — but he never said one
time, ‘This is what Barry’s taking,
this is what Barry’s doing,’ ” Gi-

&k ... but he never
said one time,
“This is what
Barry’s taking,
this is what
Barry’s doing. ¥

Jason Giambi
New York Yankee

ambi testified. “He never gave up
another name that he was dealing
with or doing anything with.”

Prosecutors confronted Giambi
with a calendar seized from
Anderson’s home that detailed Gi-
ambi’s schedule of drug use.

Giambi told grand jurors that
he didn’t notice a “huge differ-
ence” in his performance after
starting to use the drugs, the
newspaper reported.

Giambi came to spring training
this year looking noticeably trim-
mer as baseball began a ste-
roid-testing program that includ-
ed punishments for the first time.

Asked in February whether he
had ever taken performance-en-
hancing drugs, Giambi said: “Are
you talking about steroids? No.”

Giambi won the AL MVP in
2000 for Oakland and signed a
$120  million,  seven-year
free-agent contract with the Yan-
kees after the 2001 season. He hit
155 homers from 1999-2002 and
batted over .300 each season, but
injuries slowed him down the last
two years.

Bothered by a balky knee, Gi
ambi hit just .250 in 2003. Giambi
batted .208 and played in only 80
games last season, missing time
because of a tumor, which the
New York Daily News reported
was in his pituitary gland. Medi-
cal experts told the Chronicle that
Clomid, a female fertility drug Gi-
ambi said he thought Anderson
had given him, can exacerbate a
tumor of the pituitary gland.

Giambi’s younger brother, Jere-
my, who last played in the majors
with Boston in 2003, also testified
that he used performance-enhanc-
ing drugs given to him by Ander-
son, according to the Chronicle.
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It’s open season on champs
in high school basketball

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

Here is a basketball season’s worth of storylines
as the DODDS-Europe high school teams start play:

Streaks at apogee?

Heidelberg’s streak of five straight European Divi-
sion I boys crowns is mostly in the hands of newcom-
ers with the departure of the three first-team All-Eu-
ropeans who fueled last season’s unbeaten romp.

“We will not be the team we were last year,”
Heidelberg coach Brad Shahan said. “We have one
starter back, Lewis Allen, along with two other varsi-
ty players, ’l‘yreke Wesley and Brandon Grant.”

Don’t count out the Lions just yet.

“We hope to improve throughout the season.” Sha-
han said, “and play well at tourney time.”

The Bitburg girls are in the same boat.

The Lady Barons have won the past four Europe-
an D-II crowns, but new coach David Turner has
just one returning starter, Erica Winters.

irner’s not intimidated, however.

“If we play hard and pay attention,” he said, “we

‘might win another.”

Heirs apparent?

Heidelberg’s rebuilding might leave the door
open for the Kaiserslautern boys, who return five
varsity players, led by 6-foot-9 junior Aaron Ellis.

Also back for coach Clinton Robinson’s squad are
Jamal Anene, Julian Smalls, Brian Hill and Lamont
Robinson.

Ramstein’s Len Tarnowski, whose team came
four points short of toppling Heidelberg in last sea-
son’s title game, has varsity experience in Brennon
Relaford, Eric Murray and Allen Weaver.

In D-IT the Hanau girls, European runners-up last
season, return a pair of key players in 6-0 All-Eu-
rope forward Katisha Fauntleroy, who averaged 14
points per game, and point guard Kyri Bye-Nagel.

Coach Michael Hunt says his Lady Panthers are
rebuilding, but that’s a nice pair of cornerstones.

Also in the D-II mix are Aviano, led by sophomore
star Cheri McNeely and three seniors; and Naples,
which will go as far as two-time All-] Europe guard
Michelle Aguila and junior Renna Damon can take
them.

‘The D-III boys race could go in any direction, ac-
cording to Alan Campbell of London Central, whose
seven returning lettermen include “Foxy” Thomas.

“I think you have to keep an eye on Rota,” Camp-
bell said. “They return everyone, plus Ben Ander-
son does an excellent job of preparing his team.”

Campbell also cited the experience of Iceland and
Brussels, along with Alconbury, whose young team
grew with plenty of playing time last season, as con-
tenders.

Ted Marr’s Ansbach Cougars can’t be dismissed,
either, given that All-European Russell Bailey re-
turns to a team that lost only to Naples and Aviano in
last year’s D-III tournament.

Stuck at the top?

Tim Smith’s D-II Hanau boys champs return 6-5
All-Europe forward Marcus Fontan-
ez, along with Malcolm Lane, Jere-
my Marshall and Daniel Sugui to
face the challenges from the two
Italy powers Aviano and Naples.

Mick Plummer’s D-III girls
champion Ansbach Cougars
bnng back 60 percent of last sea-
son’s squad — All-Europe sec-
ond-teamers Brittney Britton and
Keke Johnson and starting for-
ward Alison Hazen. e
are fresh from Ansbach’s
D-III volleyball champion-
ship team.

Challengers?
Kathy Clemmons has
three starters back from last
MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes
Aviano’s Dustin Miller aims for three
of his 50 points in last season’s
Division Il semifinal against Anshach.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Ansbach’s Keke Johnson is back along with Brittney
Britton to give the Cougars a good shot at repeating
as Division Il girls champs.

year’s Hohenfels team, led by 6-4 ITI-South all-tour-
ney center Pat Busby, 20-point scorer Carlos Jones
and outside shooter Jason Parks.

Four starters — Joe Puttman, Quentin Fowler,
Kael Richardson and Anthony Colin — and a point
guard, Nikolas Kryzinas, who’s been honing his
skills in a Belgian league make an optimist of
SHAPE coach Mike Vargas.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Mark Peayrer’s return makes defending European Division Ill champ
Naples a contender even though the team will play in D-1I this season.

New tourney format
changes landscape

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

The winds of change continue to
sweep through the Department of
Defense Dependents Schools-Eu-
Tope Sports scene.

Under a new plan — instituted
in last month’s European volley-

ball and cross country champion-
While Bitburg's Lin Halrstone wil build his club | ship events — DODDS Europe
sports officials have i

around rapidly

enter

Nick Brown and senior shootmg guard Trey Wllson

ilseck’s Ron Rotter has a solid post man in 6-5 se-
nior Kevin Pollock and backcourt in senior Aaron
Vernon and sophomore Jamaal Johnson.

Work in progress?

At Wiesbaden, Carl Johnson, takes over from Jim

impbell. He returns just one starter from last sea-
son, Robert Edwards.

New Wiesbaden girls’ coach Althea Walker suits
up just one senior, 5-10 pivot Caitlyn Watson.

Lakenheath’s D-I champion girls have just two
starters, Ebony Morris and Mimi Smith, back for
coach Dave Phelps’ second season. However, that’s
better than new Lakenheath boys coach J.B. Mor-
row, who has no starters back and no film of last
year’s games.

Small is beautiful?

Menwith Hill's boys, under new coach William

Bailey, have taken their Division IV status to heart,

starting five athletic guards. Tallest of them is 6-0
Le’Shawn Adams.

More glory?

Individuals who can be expected to shine

Shooting stars: Aviano’s Dustin Miller,

‘who hit 50 points in a tourney game last

season, and Rota’s Samerria Crowder,

who scored 23 or so each time out, will
be ﬁllmg them up again.

a four-division format for the sea-
son-ending basketball tourna-
ment.

That means teams such as Rich-
ard Elliott’s Naples Wildcats will
play in Division II instead of Divi-
sion 11 this season, and that's just
fine with Elliott.

“We want to play in Division
11,” said Elliott, who coached the
Wildcats to the European D-IIT
crown last February “That’s
where we belong.”

Under the old system, only the
two Mediterranean-based schools
qualified for the six-team Europe-
an D-III tournament.

This season, all schools auto-
matically are invited to Man-
nheim to vie for European
crowns in one of four divisions,
based on enrollment size. That
pits Naples — along with fellow
Italy power Aviano — against
D-II schools from the rest of Eu-
rope instead of the smaller D-IIT
schools they have faced in the
past.

But don’t feel sorry for the
Italy-based teams.

Senior-laden Naples returns

All-E; d-t

Season openers

Friday
Patch at Kaisorsalte
eldelberd at Frankiurt Inter. School
et SThaol of Srussels At Bruseels
Wirzburg at Bam!
Menwith Hill at AFN
Glessen at Black Forest Academy
Anshiach at Man
Londan. Cenlral
Honenrels at Vilse
ry 3t Bagmholder
Qg\e‘r cv?rseas Schoolof Rome at Aviano
Livoro at Vicenz:
Milan amguneua

Kaiserslautern ot HT

Mannfielm at Heidelberg
Ramstein at War;

83mberg at Wiesbaden

Nenwith}

Alconbury at eolder
vérseas schogl of Rome at Aviano

Milan at Sigonella.

II1,” he said, “they will have to
play six games in three days.
That might mean sloppy play in
the semis and finals as the play-
ers will be very tired. The teams
with the deeper benches usually
win in this type of format.”

Crockett said he would prefer
an all-divisions-in-one-bracket
event.

“1 think the ideal
end-of-the-year tournament,” he
said, “would be to have all the di-
visions together and crown an
overall European champion.”

That’s a concept that appeals to
Kaiserslautern girls’ coach Corey
Sullivan, too.

“I wouldn’t mind seeing one
tournament from top to bottom,
like the old Indiana high school
syslem ” he said. “Except for

Thme -time All-Europe guard Kris.
sy Grosselin, an 18-point scorer
who'’s already signed to play at
Shepherd University in West Vir-
ginia, joins with veteran Heather
Steele in a bid to return runner-up
Ramstein to the D-I throne.

B More star power: Other All-Eu-
ropeans back for another campaign
are Neal Griffin of Patch, an
18-point-per game scorer; and
Timothy Battle of Bamberg, who

> averaged 13 points, 12 rebounds
and seven assists per game.

. P
Mark Peayrer and point guard
Josh Kaimakua from last year’s
championship squad, while Divi-
sion III runner-up Aviano brings
back Dustin Miller, who aver-
aged 28 points a game last season.
The Saints also have Carl Cephas
and three other starters for this
year’s run.

The Italy teams will need all
that, and more, according to Man-
nheim coach John Crockett.

“For a team to win [Division

and Ramstein, most
of the schools are pretty close in
enrollment, whether they are in
Division I or Division I11.”

For Baumholder coach Carter
Hollenbeck, an all-in-one-place is
as good as an all-in-one tourna-
ment.

“I love the idea that all the
teams will meet for the tourney,”
he said. “It gives a ‘March Mad-
ness’ effect.”

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Williams rejects deal & =

to come back in '05

Former Dolphins RB still fighting
team’s breach of contract lawsuit

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Ricky Williams re-
jected a deal that would have al-
Towed him to serve a four-game
drug suspension this season and
return to the NFL next year.

“Ricky indicated to me that he
is no longer interested in resum-
ing his career at this time,” Will-
iams’ lawyer, David Cornwell,
said in a statement e-mailed to
The Associated Press on Thurs-

The 1998 Heisman Trophy win-
ner needed to let the league know
by Thursday so he could be
moved from the retired list to the
suspended list by the deadline.
He would have served the suspen-
sion for the Miami Dolphins’ final
four games, starting Dec. 12 at
Denver.

“David Cornwell informed our
office that Ricky Williams has de-
clined to accept the terms of his
reinstatement,” NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said.

Dolphins spokesman Harvey
Greene wouldn’t comment, say-
ing the matter is between Will-
iams and the NFL.

Williams, 27, stunned his team
by retiring shortly before Miami
opened training camp in July.
The Dolphins filed a lawsuit in
federal court against the running
back, seeking the $8.6 million an
arbitrator ruled he owes the team
for breaching his contract.

Williams is fighting the deci-
sion.

He is now enrolled in a
17-month course at the California
College of Ayurveda in Grass Val-
ley, Calif, studying holistic medi-
cine.

The talks to allow Williams
back into the league involved a
promise to return to the field next
season and to re-enter the NFL
drug program immediately, in-
cluding being tested on a regular
basis.

“The NFL sought assurances

AP

Former Miami Dolphins running
back Ricky Williams could have
served a four-game drug suspen-
sion this season and returned to
the NFL next year.

that Ricky is indeed committed to
id.

Williams gave up the $S million
he would have earned this sea-
son, which would have been his
sixth in the NFL, amid reports he
fd(,ed suspension for substance

abuse.

He rushed for 3,225 yards in
two seasons with the Dolphins, in-
cluding a_league-leading 1,853
yards in 2002. Miami acquired
him from New Orleans after the
2001 season.

But without Williams, the Dol-
phins have gone into a tailspin.

They're 2-9 and will finish with
a losing record for the first time
since 1988.

Williams has social-anxiety dis-
order and was a spokesman for
an anti-depressant. He said mari-
juana helped him after he
stopped using the anti-depres-
sant.

Undrafted rookie RB Croom
prepared to start for Cards

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — If Emmitt
Smith can’t go on Sunday in De-
troit, undrafted rookie Larry
Croom will start at running back
for the Arizona Cardinals.

The former UNLV back is hum-
ble about the opportunity.

“It's definitely a blessing,”
Croom said. “I didn’t expect it, es-
pecially not this year. Coach Wil-
son (running backs coach Kirby
Wilson) always told me to keep
working hard and you never
know what will happen.”

Coach Dennis Green had de-
clared Smith out of Sunday’s
game with a sprained left big toe.
Smith didn’t practice Wednesday,
but was listed as questionable,

which is supposed to mean
there’s a 50-50 chance he can
play Sunday.

Croom has moved ahead of
Josh Scobey on the depth chart to
become Smith’s backup after
Troy Hambrick was lost for the
season with a torn foot ligament.

“He's a very quick player,”
Green said of Croom. “His shifti-
ness is pretty obvious every time
he touches the football.”

Croom carried 10 times for
only 25 yards in last week’s 13-3
loss to the New York Jets. Arizo-
na managed just 71 yards rushing
in the game.

If Croom starts, he will be the
fourth rookie in Arizona’s offen-
sive lineup. John Navarre will

NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
lowed by tear am's prognosis, (See Page 24
for complete injury report provided by
the leagu
Raiders: RB lemne Wheatley (torn left
hamlfiring) likely miss two to three

iants: RB Tiki

ke helq ot
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make his NFL debut at quarter-
back, taking snaps from rookie
center Alex Stepanovich. The
fourth rookie is wide receiver
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Grizzlies hire Fratello
to replace ailing Brown

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Mike Fra-
tello was hired as coach of the
Memphis Grizzlies on Thursday
as a replacement for Hubie
Brown, who unexpectedly retired
last week for health reasons.

Fratello coached the Atlanta
Hawks for eight seasons and the
Cleveland Cavaliers for six. He
will be the Grizzlies’ seventh
head coach.

“Today is the beginning of a
new day for all of us,” Grizzlies
President Jerry West said. “We
want to get back to where we feel
good about ourselves.”

Brown, 71, was coach of the
year last season after leading the
team to its first playoff appear-
ance. He cited unspecified health
reasons when he retired last
week.

“I am inheriting a team that
knows organization, that knows
discipline and plays unselfishly,”
Fratello sald “That is a great
head start.”

The Grizzlies have lost four
straight since Brown retired and
assistant coach Lionel Hollins
was appointed interim coach. Hol-
lins will stay as an assistant
coach. Fratello also said former
Golden State Warriors coach Eric
Musselman would join his staff as
an assistant.

Fratello’s overall NBA record
is 592-499, including 20-34 in the
playoffs. He was an assistant
under Brown for four seasons in
Atlanta (1978-81) and one season
in New York (1982-83). He re-
placed Brown as interim coach of
the Hawks for three games in
1981.

Nuggets’ White pleads guilty
to firearms charges

DENVER — Denver Nuggets
forward Rodney White pleaded
guilty to two weapons charges
and agreed to 100 hours of com-
munity service to have a third
charge dropped.

White pleaded guilty Tuesday
in Washington to charges of pos-
sessing an unregistered firearm
and unregistered ammunition.

Prosecutors agreed to dismiss
a charge of carrying a pistol with-
out a license if White

I\

Wednesday. The Clarkston site is
another holding of the Palace
Sports and Entertainment organi-
zation.

Apart from Pistons games, the
Palace hosts figure skating com-
petitions and concerts. The DTE
Energy Music Theatre holds con-
certs.

Green, of Oakland County’s
West Bloomfield Township, is ac-
cused of lobbing a cup at Indiana
Pacers forward Ron Artest on
Nov. 19, sparking the brawl. Had-
dad, of Burt, ran onto the court
that night, Dobek said.

“They’re completely picking on
the little guy,” Shawn Smith,
Green’s lawyer, said Wednesday.

The brawl spilled into the
stands and led to three Indiana
players being suspended for 25 or
more games, including a sea-
son-long ban for Artest.

There is no telephone listing
for Haddadd.

No criminal charges have been
filed in the brawl. Oakland Coun-
ty prosecutor David Gorcyca said
Tuesday police must finish their
investigation first.

Gorcyca had told The Detroit
News that Pacers players will be
charged, but declined to specify
the players or charges.

Friend faces drug charge over
pot found in Anthony’s bag
DENVER — Prosecutors filed

adrug charge Wednesday against

a friend of NBA star Carmelo An-

thony who said he accidentally

left marijuana in the player’s
backpack before it was found dur-
ing an airport luggage search.
James Cunningham of St. Louis
faces a charge of possessing less
than one ounce of marijuana. If
convicted, he could be fined $100
but would face no jail time.
Prosecutors originally filed the
same charge against Anthony
after the marijuana was found in
his pack on Oct. 15 while he and
his Denver Nuggets teammates
were waiting to board a flight to

Briefs

his community service in Wash-
ington by Sept. 6. White would
face no further jail time.

He spent two weeks in jail after
he and two other men were arrest-
ed in Washington on Sept. 5 for al-
legedly shooting randomly into
the air.

“This has been a tough time for
me, my team and my family,”
White said in a statement. “I sin-
cerely apologize for what I have
done and look forward to having
this matter placed behind me.”

Two banned from Palace for

alleged involvement in brawl

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Two men were banned from
events at The Palace for what the
Detroit Pistons say is their in-
volvement in last month’s NBA
brawl.

John Green and Charlie Hadd-
ad were sent letters informing
them of the ban, which also in-
cludes events at DTE Energy
Music Theatre in Clarkston, Pis-

tons Matt Dobek said

game.

The charge was dropped two
weeks ago after Cunningham
signed an affidavit saying he bor-
rowed the backpack without An-
thony’s knowledge and left the
marijuana in it.

Magic place F Garrity on
injured list, activate Augmon

ORLANDO, Fla. — Orlando
Magic forward Pat Garrity went
on the injured list with a sprained
left foot, and Stacey Augmon was
activated to fill the roster spot be-
fore Wednesday night's game
against Toronto.

Garrity, a three-point special-
ist, was hurt during Orlando’s
loss to Boston on Monday night.
He’s averaging 7.1 points, lowest
since his rookie season, and is
shooting a career-worst 31 per-
cent on three-pointers.

Augmon had three points and
seven rebounds in seven games
before going on the injured list
Nov. 20 with tendinitis in his left

nee.
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Hot Suns off to best start in 24 years

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Phoenix
Suns were at it again Wednesday
night — racing past another oppo-
nent to improve to 13- the
NBA'’s best record and lhe fran-
chise’s best start in 24 years.

Amare Stoudemire, Steve Nash
and Quentin Richardson each
scored 21 points, and the Suns
beat the Cleveland Cavaliers
120-101 for their ninth in a row.

“By far, they are the best team
in the NBA right now,” LeBron
James said. “Just their ability to
score, that’s an amazing system
that their coach has got them in.”

Joe Johnson scored 18 points
and was the lead defender in hold-
ing James to 6-for-19 shooting for
15 points — 11 under his average,

“They made me work tonight,”
James said. “They played great
defense. At times, I was just inde-
cisive. It wasn’t one of my better
ones, but that’s what’s good about
the NBA. We've got another one
tomorrow.”

Stoudemire scored 13 on
6-for-6 shooting in the decisive
third quarter and Nash sat out the
fourth while his backup Leandro
Barbosa scored 13 of his 15

Shawn Marion had 10 points
and 12 rebounds as all five Phoe-
nix starters scored in double fig-
ures for the second night in a row.

The Suns had a season-high 30
fast-break points.

¥

The victory streak matched the
sixth-longest in Suns’ history and
avenged one of Phoenix’s two loss-
es this season.

“I still don’t think we’ve done
nothing yet,” Johnson said.
“Don’t get me wrong. It’s fun to
win. But it's a long, long season.
There’s a lot ahead of us and a lot
more room for improvement.”

lagic 129, Raptors 108:
Steve Francis scored 23 points,
Grant Hill added 17 and Orlando
to tie for the NBA'’s highest-scor-
ing game of the season.

Eight Orlando players scored
in double figures as the Magic
shot 57.3 percent (51-for-89) and
held a rebounding advantage of
61-32.

Only three players didn’t make
at least half their shots.

Celtics 101, Bucks 100: At
Boston, Paul Pierce had a brief ar-
gument with Boston coach Doc
Rivers when he was lifted from
the game, but returned and made
akey three-pointer.

Pierce, who led Boston with 23
points, was lifted with just over
4Y> minutes to play and the Celt-
ics holding a 92-91 lead. The star

Roundup

forward appeared agitated when
Jiri Welsch came in for him.
After a chat in the huddle be-
tween Pierce and Rivers during a
timeout, Pierce returned and hit
his three-pointer on Boston’s first
possession, giving the Celtics a
97-93 lead with 2:40 to go.

Knicks 90, Grizzlies 82: Ste-
phon Marbury made five
three-pointers in the second quar-
ter to help put the Knicks ahead
for good, and host New York re-
ceived a fourth-quarter boost
from Jerome Williams.

The loss was the fifth straight
for Memphis, and the fourth
since the unexpected resignation
of coach Hubie B;

Marbury scored 26 points, 17
coming in the second quarter.

Wizards 95, Nets 68:Washing-
ton welcomed coach Eddie Jor-
dan back with a victory over his
former team and sent the Nets to
their sixth consecutive road loss.

Gilbert Arenas had a sea-
son-high 30 points, seven re-
bounds and five assists to lead the
Wizards to their fifth victory in six
games. Antawn Jamison added 18
points and nine rebounds as Wash-
ington posted its largest winning
margin of the season.

Jordan, 49, was hospitalized
with a blood clot in his left leg and
missed two games.

Bulls 92, Lakers 84: Rookies

Luol Deng and Ben Gordon res-
cued Chicago in the fourth quar-
ter and the Bulls held off a late
charge by Kobe Bryant and the
Los Angeles Lakers.

Deng scored nine points and
Gordon eight in the fourth quar-
ter as Chicago got just its second
win in 12 games. Deng and Eddy
Curry led the Bulls, returning
home after a seven-game road
trip, with 18 points apiece.

Spurs 105, 76ers 72: At San
Antonio, Tim Duncan scored 24
points, including 17 straight in
the second quarter, leading the
Spurs.

Duncan, who sat out the fourth
quarter, also had 12 rebounds
and six blocks in 25 minutes for
the 415th double-double of his ca-
reer.

The victory was the 20th in
row for the Spurs at the SBC Cen-
ter and tied the franchise’s best
start after 16 games at 13-3.

Kings 94, Hornets 81: Brad
Miller’s 24 points and some
clutch outside shooting by Bobby
Jackson and Peja Stojakovic llft-
ed the Sacramento Kings and
kept the Hornets winless at home.

The Hornets had a 20-point def-
icit trimmed to nine after Lee
Nailon’s one-handed follow of a
missed three-pointer with a little

re than nine minutes to go. But
three-pointers on three straight
Kings possessions — two by Jack-

son and one by Stojakovic —
made the score 83-67 and all but
ended any realistic chance of the
Hornets (1-13) notching their
first home victory in seven tries.

The Kings (10-5) have won four
straight on the road.

SuperSonics 129, Jazz 119
(OT): At Seattle, Ray Allen scored
a season-high 38 points, including
nine in overtime, and the Super-
Sonics overcame Carlos Boozer’s
career-high 36-points.

While the surprising Sonics im-
proved their record to 14-3, the
Jazz lost their third straight —
and fifth in six games.

Timberwolves 107, Warriors
99: Sam Cassell had 26 points, 11
rebounds and eight assists, and
visiting Minnesota rallied in the
fourth quarter for its third
straight victory.

Kevin Garnett had 17 points, 16
rebounds and nine assists for
Timberwolves, who barely held
off a lowly opponent that's given
them plenty of trouble in recent
years.

Clippers 88, Pacers 76: At
Los Angeles, Elton Brand scored
27 points, Bobby Simmons added
20 and the Clippers barely held
on to beat short-handed Indiana
for their fifth straight victory.

The Clippers have won five in a
row for the first time since No-
vember 1995. The last time they
won six straight was March 1992.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Diy
Pct GB
New York 571
oston a9 2
Philadelphia A2 2
Toronto A2 2%
New Jersey 200 5%
Southeast Divi
Orlando 5 643
Miami 10 6 625
Washington 565
Charlotte 10 .31 V2
Atlanta 12 .143
Central Division
Indiana 105 67
C\eve\and 6 600 1
Detroit 7500 2%
Milwaukee 308
0067 o

Western Conference

Southwest Division
. L Pt GB
san Antonio 30383 -
Dallas 6 625 3
10375 7
1313 8
13 071 11
sion
3 84 -
5 643 3%
6 571 4%
6 511 an
8 500 5%
Pacific Division
Phoenix 132 867
sacramento 1005 6671 3
LA. Clippers 100665 3
A Lakers, 7563 an
Golden State 1121 9%
wednesday'sm?ames
Boston 101, Milwaukee I
Orlando 12, Toronto 108
Washington 95, New Jersey 68
iew York 90, Memphis 82
Sacrameno o4, New Orleans 81
hicago 92, LA, Lakers 84
San Antonio 105, Pmlaﬂe\ phia 72
Bhoenix 120, Clielan
eatte 129, Uiah
s 83, Indie
itheLia 107, oltan State 99

ursday's games
Houston at Dallas
Cleveland at bever

iday's games
Toronto at Boston

Detroit at San Antonio
Phl\adc\rmaalmcmnms

San Antonio at Milwaukee
Phiadelphia at Houston
Miami

Portland at Seattle.
indiana at Golden State
Minnesota at LA Clippers
games

Boston at Sacramento
Phoenix at Portland

Wednesday
Celtics 101, Bucks 100
MILWAKEE — Nason 410 89 16, Van
o T3 6 a1 Gadsuric 14 50
35 50 S o 08 SoCpachuiia
133 Tamilton 37 6-11 12, Stkiand o3
200 rge]]sozz Fizer 5-101-2 11. Totals

17229 Lafrentz 712
Payton 4-10 2:5 16,
23 ediarooh 0 00 0-Daus
1'5 2-2 4, Banks 1456 7,
arty 2

300 4. Totals
BR2H-
30 24 29 1
Three-point Goals-_Milwaukee &-11 Tead
6 Van Horn L1 Strickland 0-1, James 01

unt 16). Assi
i B, Boston 15 tpapton o) Total

fouls~Milwaukee 31 Boston 36 Technical
Bosion Defensive Three Second. A— 13,180
(8624).

Magic 129, Raptors 108

arter 154621, Bosh 4812
€ 6-13 34 15, Alston

0, Bonner 3-7 2.4
“Muiray 17 595 bater:
0- UZZLMmso] 133

o
ERS

36, Francis 2-2, Turkoglu 15, Nel
out—Kasun. indsTor-

/00ds 7), Orlando 65 (Howard 20).
Iston §), Orlando 28

?eccnzﬁ) Flagrant fouls—Augmon. A 12,175

Wizards 95, Nets 68
EY — E.Williams 4-9 9-13 17, Col-

al
3 1 ey-ooo rd 2-7 00 4,
RKltarns 02590 6. Totais 30 64274568,
/ASHINGTO imison 9-17 0-0 18, Jef-
IO O LD 1 Hay o 515 3.6 7. Hughes
8 15 oS by 1114 3, Hayees i
fown S 0:0 6 pecler 4-7 0.0
Dixon 13 0-1 2, Ruffin -
Totals 34-83 22-35 95.

Nowersey EnTR-a
e oals—New Jcrscg St
ic 11 Buford €, Sealabrine 0-), Washing:
ton 518 (Are Pecler 14
Jeffies o 1, Hayes 02 Fopled
W Jorsey 56 (Col:
ms‘ Mourning:

13). Assists— ‘y ol -
ington 24 (Hughes 9). Total fouls—New Jer-
7 28 Washington o Tegmicals:_Colins,
ey coach rank Kbrown, Ejected—

oM oo Ao GO,

Knicks 90, Grizzlies 82

MEMPHIS — Battier 2-42:2 6, Gaso| 4-12.3-
HofMright 6-11 0:012 i Williams 3-4 0-09,
Wellse a6 16, Watstn 05 171, osoy 3
228 Tsakalidis 1-1 rnz r 5110 1
Switt 2722 6. Totals

NEW YORK mhcmaszuus,n o-

4 Mohammed 5.7 0-2 10, Cray
fom 31005,  Marbury s 4470%! Arlza px e
458, Hardaw: 5, Sweetney 5-10 1-2

1h e e 55 o Tt 568 151
Memphis nanA-G
Mo Boint Goals—Vemphis 113 (ATl

{ams 33 Miller (4 Battier 01, Watson o
Wells 03 Posey 0-4), New York 7-13 (Mar'
burys.7 Hardaway 12 Crawford L3, T.Tho-

1 hound-

M: iza 5). T
23, New Vork 23. Tecl
mphs. Oefensive. Three  Second.
AT

gs 94, Hornets 81

n:
34-70 20-23 94

lon 7-17 11 15, West

0 10, Brown 4-1: in

58 0 3 0-0 8, Armstron
G04 Wesley .15 111 ,Lyrch 1412
ington 713 1-1 15, Andérsén 3.5 22 §,
o7u 00, Freije 0-20-00.
cramento

SBEolE

New o, 123 24—
Tiree-pormt Goals— SacrzmemoEZanc
son 35, smmkawc 310, Chris
8 Bibby 0. N w ol \eans 153" Wesley
13 Baringion 01 smich 0-3, Armstrond
0-8). Foule out—None. Rebotndee Sacrs:
merito 43 (Webber Bigby 1. New Orleas 50
h 10). Assl 75acramnno 26 (Web-
2 (mstrong o). T Tc!a\
15, New O

lZ 133 (17,200).
Bulls 92, Lakers 84
AKERS — Butler 5-12 3 -3 13, Od
1-] ihm 2-7 1-2 5, Eg -217-9
ki -11 1-2 19, Cook 3-60-0 7, Brown
3,Divac 0-10-0 0, Jone es] 4002, Rush
0 Jotals 3174 1317 84,
ICRG - Deng 716,218, Davis
5 rr -14 66 18, h B
Duhon -6 0-0 2, Chan d 3
2-6.0-0 4, Gordon 6-13 3- 617 W\\I\amsa

0. Tota\s 34 85 19-2392.

20 20 25 19~

b

[

$3=% Some

4

Chicag 26 21
2%Boint Goal 978 (A
P Byant 255 Bown L1, ook 1.
Rush Uiler 53, 0dom

us Buf 5

Chica 05 1 (Deng 2 - .4, Gordon 2:5 Hinrid
cioni

Lone” Rebounie L4 (zkers 44 (odom

ul icago 18. Tec!
nicals—Cook. A=18,524 (21,711).

Spurs 105, 76ers 72

PHILADELPHIA - Korver 3-80-05, Dayis 1-4
4-418, Ivers

10 0 Nestorovic 14 0.0 varkerss
1-1 14, Ginobili 2-6 7-11 11, Massenburt
BAS‘DBrownsléuzé ey s Bl
Bose26 2:26,Udih 5.5 00 10 nrr{ZAlZ
-0.0. Tot: alszsnh 29

f
u
lguls
nicals—f th\ad Dhla De!enswe Three SeC'
oond 2. A—17,566 (18,500).

rs 101

Suns 120, Caval
CLEVELAND — James 6-19 3-4 15, Gooden

5-6 11, \Igauskas 9-17 4-5 22, Mcinnis

G426 NEble 140-02, Karrs 38007

e—e HOAN

Fouled ot aai. Forlsor\. Re ounds—utah
50 madu ino, ), Seattle 48 (Fortso
sists: 26 (Arroyo 7>< e
nour 10). Total fouls—Ut; Seattle 27.
el Ran betensive, Thres Second:
e Three Second, Seattlé
Flagrant " fouls—Bell.
R oed (1013

Clippers 88, Pacers 76

INDIANA. - Jones 5-15 0.0 15, ohnsen 27
0-0 4, Harrison 1-2 1-4 3. F.

5 816 1-1 19,

Gl 8127271, Hatslip 31022 & Edwards 1-1

0-02, Fowkes 2-3 0 4Tuta\530655976
s 914 0:0 30,

8rand 12:16 3-4 27, Wilcox 4% 4 Mag:

7, Jaric 4-11 0-0 10, Moore 0-1
06, Ross 1700 2, Brunson 35 00 6,
Kamdn 12002 ma\szsun]?sggi

B 16 24 2488
hree:boint Goals mmana 102 (idones
gl 34 Fdones 21, Jof A

cupg immons
L Mag jette 0-3).
bou fana 36 JJnnEsU LA Cli pers
a (Maggenes) Assisteindiang s Gl ey
A Clippers 2% Uaric &) Total fouls— ndl:
Slppers, 15 Technical—Mag-
3ete. K-13587 (ases).

T-wolves 107, Warriors 99

17
011 Aichay rd-

SP15, Choancy 47 00 B Fos 0
elfus 4122-4 12, Totals do-

esal
Eolden S 27 27 3
e ot i b3 it

—None. Rebour
19), Ph oshor S
fand 20 James 6),
fouls” Ceve\an

5 Axslats Glve:
BRoeni is (Nash 1. Tota
19, Phoenix 13. A—14,795

Supersonics 129, Jazz 119
AN - Boozer 15-21 66 36, Harpnng 5-10

56,18 colins 12 &5 7 Aoy
Gmcek 23 (e z 5 Boll 414 77 38 Humphrics
35006, 0ky snsszs,z.slgsuu&
e 8. 1S HorgiS 22206 36

EATTLE — Evans L1022 Lowls 015
23 James o Alen 8.30 1713 38, Rid-

G0 %7, ‘hadmancuic. 713 33 o1

Bels 510917 Fortaon 258, cortson
1212 Totals 42'61 3241 12,

263128 9119

fin2-4 sA)re)wel\ 12 Holberg

ut_Norie.
ound e b (et 100, ey
State 47 (Murp .¥ 17) Assiste—Minnesota 23
(Garnett 9), Golden State 24 (Richardson 7).
Total fout=Minnesota 20, Golden State 23
A—15,706 (19,59).

NBA calendar
day contracts may be signed.
— Al player contracts guaranteed
ior rest ghihe season.
kend Denver

Apred raft camp.cmca 0.
B l(une] Oariedt Bossible RBA Homis S
ate,
June 21 — Early entry draft withdrawal
deadline, )
42ine 23 = Latest possible NBA Finals end
ate.
Jurie 28 — NBA draft, New York.



Friday, December 3, 2004

[/[J/ QY

LD JN '

- STARS AND STRIPES -

. Ol e 4
Your

photos

appear
here!

Create Your Own
2005 Desktop Calendar!

KEY FEATURES:

e Customize using your own family snapshots. A new photo appears each month.

e Send by email to family and friends around the world. Makes a perfect
Christmas gift!

e Keep track of birthdays, anniversaries and appointments using the built-in
Daily Planner.

e Just in time for Christmas.

To get your free desktop calendar, just go to www.Stripes.com
and click the Stripes Club link at the top of the page.

Note: This Digital Calendar software is for personal use only and is not authorized
for use on government computers.
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Grizzlies hire Fratello
to take over for
Brown, Page 33

Illinois leaves Wake behind

llinois’ Fred Nkemdi guards Wake Forest's Richard Joyce (23) late in the second half at Assembly Hall in
Chamapaign, IIl., on Wednesday. No 5 lllinois beat No. 1 Wake Forest 91-73. See story on Page 30.

AP

Paper:

Giambi

testified he
used steroids

Yankee told grand jury drugs
came from Bonds’ trainer

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — New York
Yankees slugger Jason Giambi in-
jected himself with human

wth hormone in 2003 and used
steroids for at least three seasons,
according to his grand jury testi-
mony that was reviewed by the
San Francisco Chronicle.

The testimony given in Decem-
ber 2003 to the federal grand jury
investigating BALCO contradicts
Giambi’s public proclamations
that he never used perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

Baseball probably cannot pun-
ish Giambi. Penalties for steroid
use began in 2004. Human
growth hormone, or hGH, is not
specifically banned by the major
leagues.

Giambi described to grand ju-
rors how he injected hGH in his
stomach, testosterone into his but-
tocks, rubbed an undetectable ste-
roid knows as “the cream” on his
body and placed drops of another,
called “the clear,” under his
tongue, the Chronicle reported
Thursday.

Giambi testified that he ob-
tained several different steroids
from Barry Bonds’ personal train-
er, Greg Anderson, one of four
men indicted by the grand jury
probing the Bay Area Laboratory
Co-Operative. He said he got the
hGH from a gym in Las Vegas.

Anderson’s  attorney, Tony
Serra, declined comment to the
Chronicle, citing a court order.

Anderson, BALCO founder Vic-
tor Conte, BALCO vice president
James Valente and track coach
Remi Korchemny all have plead-
ed not guilty to the charges,
which include steroid distribu-

The Chronicle report came out
the day before Conte is scheduled
to speak on the ABC program
“20-20.”

On Wednesday, a federal judge
refused to immediately dismiss
the charges in response to accusa-
tions that prosecutors illegally
searched BALCO headquarters
and Anderson’s house and car.
U.S. District Judge Susan Illston
said she may conduct hearings
into the matter in January.

Giambi was among dozens of
elite athletes — including Bonds,
Gary Sheffield and track stars
Tim Montgomery and Marion
Jones — who testified before the
grand jury last year under a prom-
ise of limited immunity from pros-
ecution.

Bonds, Jones and Montgomery
deny using performance-enhanc-
ing drugs. Sheffield told Sports II-
lustrated and ESPN he used “the
cream” and “the clear” from
BALCO, but that he did not know
they contained steroids.

Giambi met Anderson when
the trainer joined Bonds on an
All-Star tour in Japan in Novem-
ber 2002. Giambi said he wanted
to know what Bonds’ secret for
success was.

SEE GIAMBI ON PAGE 31

Suns improve
league’s best
record with
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victory
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